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Week 37	 Published 09/07/2021

Heckler

Reminder
15 July 

Yr 7 Remote Parents’ Evening 
(Booking closes this evening 

at 6pm)

16 July  
Yr 8 HPV Vaccinations

The Careers Team is delighted to announce that we 
have retained the Quality in Careers Standard, a 
national award that recognises the work of schools 
and colleges who meet the 8 Gatsby Benchmarks of 
excellent Careers Education, Information, Advice and 

Guidance (CEIAG). The award represents 
a tremendous achievement for the 
department, and indeed the wider school, 
and confirms that students are receiving 
sustained, up-to-date and high quality 
careers education throughout their time 
with us, as well as progressing to rewarding 
and competitive destinations when they 
leave the school. Congratulations to 
all involved, and especially Mrs Quinn 
and Mrs Lawler, for this richly-deserved 
accolade.

Careers - They 
Did It Again!

Staff Vacancies

We have a number of staff vacancies in school.  
If you are interested in joining our staff please 

click on the vacancy for further info.

Information & Communications 
Technology (ICT) Technician

Lunchtime Supervisor

Cleaner

https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/vacancies/information-communications-technology-ict-technician/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/vacancies/information-communications-technology-ict-technician/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/vacancies/lunchtime-supervisor/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/vacancies/cleaner/


Subject Focus: Computer Science
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How do know a dog is a dog when you see one?  How did you learn this?  This is a problem that 
computer scientists look at when trying to develop artificial intelligence.  In fact, computer science 
is all about solving problems.

In all years we aim to develop student’s ability to solve problems.  This can be done through logical 
reasoning or through using a computer.  Sometimes it is a matter of working out the logic like in 
a game of hangman, on other occasions, it is more difficult because of the time it would take to 
do manually, like working out how many times the words war and peace are written in the book 
War and Peace.  You could do this by reading through and keeping a tally but there are over half a 
million words in the book!  A better way is to get the computer to do it for you as computers can 
do repetitive tasks very quickly.  For those that are interested, war is written 161 times and peace 
is written 51 times (and is written 18,220 times).

In year 7 one of the first topics we look at is logic problems and this continues all the way through 
to A-Level.  The first question in an A-Level paper has been solving a murder mystery logic problem 
– This has been adapted here, can you solve who killed Mr Roberts?

•	 The famous detective Mr Stone was called in to solve a perplexing murder mystery. He 
determined the following facts.

•	 Mr Roberts, the murdered man, was killed by a blow on the head.

•	 Either Mr Barnett or Mr Tipler was in the dining room at the time of the murder.

•	 If Mr Taylor was in the kitchen at the time of the murder, then Mrs Naylor killed Mr Roberts 
using poison.

•	 If Mr Barnett was in the dining room at the time of the murder, then Mr Snowdon killed Mr 
Roberts.

•	 If Mr Taylor was not in the kitchen at the 
time of the murder, then Mr Tipler was not 
in the dining room when the murder was 
committed.

•	 If Mr Tipler was in the dining room at the 
time the murder was committed, then Mr 
Voyce killed Mr Roberts.

•	 If Mr Moore was in the hall at the time of the 
murder, then Mr Barnett killed Mr Roberts 
by a blow to the neck with a saucepan.

The year 9 students are just starting with their 
escape room challenge, where they are given 
a series of puzzles that require them to use 
their problem-solving skills, their knowledge of 
computer science and their mathematical skills 
to progress through a series of challenges.  It is 
always impressive to see how well the students 
can quickly solve problems that for many would 
seem impossible.

Who knows, in the future, one of our students 
may go on to solve one of the Millennium 
Problems from the Clay Institute and win 
themselves $1,000,000 or even to work out 
how do we learn to recognise a dog!
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Last Saturday, Ms Lumb was ordained Deacon at Ripon 
Cathedral by the Bishop of Leeds.

After 17 years at HGS ( and 27 as a teacher), she will be 
leaving at the end of term to become Assistant Curate 
in the parishes of Harden, Wllsden, Cullingworth and 
Denholme.

Miss Lumb has said “Everyone has been so lovely and 
supportive about my new role and I think the students 
enjoy calling me Reverend! I have really enjoyed my 
time at HGS and will miss the staff and the students 
very much. A real joy has been being Priestley House 
Leader too. However, I am really excited to start a new 
chapter as a curate and I wish the school, the staff and 
students well in the future! “

We wish you every success in your new role.

All Change for Miss Lumb

Reverend Lumb with the Bishop of Leeds

Year 10 Students - 
Arkwright Engineering 

Scholarship
We are proud to announce that we have become a partner school with Arkwright Engineering 
Scholarships.  Arkwright’s focus is to identify and nurture future leaders in Engineering, whether they 
are just starting to warm to the subjects of Engineering and Design or have been keen on Engineering 
or Design from a young age.  

If you are currently in Year 10 and considering university study and a future career in Engineering 
(including computing and software) or a related area of Design (systems design, industrial design, 
process design, technical product design etc) then an Arkwright Scholarship might be for you!  
Successful candidates will be funded through their A ‘levels with a huge amount of support from the 
foundation. 

Further information can be found here: 

https://www.arkwright.org.uk/ 

 

If you are interested in applying for an 
Arkwright Scholarship in September then 
HGS will fully support you through the 
process.  Please contact Mr Tipler at school 
before the end of term.

https://www.arkwright.org.uk/ 


House News
This week saw a huge range of House events taking place, with House staff 
and students working tirelessly to finish all events before the end of the year.

In boys sport Year 7 and Year 10 continued their cricket events, with the fi-
nals taking place next week. In the Year 9 cricket final Priestley came out on 
top, following some excellent play from the boys.

In girls sport the netball events have started, with Priestley again reigning 
champion in Year 9 netball. What a week for Priestley!

Mrs Jarvis ran another successful House Maths escape room challenge, this time for Year 9 and 10 
who had to put their logical thinking and problem solving skills to the test. Clarke came out on top, 
closely followed by Priestley.

*****Note change to House Music now Fri 16 July 
and Mon 19 July - full information on Teams *****
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On Wednesday 7th July Year 10 students gained experience 
of interview practice with volunteers from local businesses 
through online meetings. For the majority of students, this was 
their first experience of an interview situation. 

Students were able to practice their presentation and 
interview skills before receiving feedback on their technique 
and responses to help them to develop their skills for future 
interviews. With many employers and universities expressing 
their interest in continuing to interview candidates online the 
virtual interview format was a very valuable experience. 

Volunteers came from a diverse range of employers including 
KPMG, ENGIE, Covea Insurance, Balfour Beatty, Barclays, RAF, 
and Ramsdens Solicitors. 

The students commented on how valuable they found the 
experience as it encouraged them to reflect upon their skills 
in preparation for future interviews. Evaluation from the day 
included:

•	 "It helped build confidence in me as this was my first 
experience at an interview"

•	 "Helped me overcome fears and understand certain strengths 
and weaknesses" 

•	 "I now feel prepared for future interviews and I am much less 
worried about them now" 

•	 "It enabled me to focus on my key points which will allow me 
to increase my understanding of how to act and approach 
interviews in the future"

•	 "It put me in a situation I can see myself in, in the future and helped me to focus on self-
reflection" 

•	 "The interviewer gave me some constructive 
criticism which has helped me to think about 
how I present myself, but they also told me in 
what ways I have presented myself well which 
has given me confidence for the future" 

The employers were overwhelming positive in their 
feedback with one commenting "your students 
are an absolute credit to your school, so prepared, 
polite, professional and enthusiastic" and another 
"the students knocked my socks off"!! 

Practice Makes Perfect
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On Thursday 1 and Friday 2 July, students in years 10 and 
12 participated in our annual Progression Conference - 
held this year for the first, and hopefully final, time in a 
fully live-virtual format. The Conference featured speakers 
from a range of institutions - from leading universities 
such as Cambridge and Sheffield to major apprenticeship 
providers such as Morrisons and Nestle - who delivered 
inspiring and, in the circumstances, remarkably interactive 
talks on topics from post-18 research to student finance 
and university personal statements. For many staff and 
students, however, the highlight of the Conference was an 
hour-long alumni panel featuring six former students who have recently left HGS to pursue a 
range of different progression pathways, both in the UK and abroad. All who attended would 
doubtless echo Mr Gilroy's sentiments: "Thank you for these very interesting talks from very 
impressive young people."

The Progression Conference is part of a busy term for both year groups, with year 10 participating 
in mock interviews with a range of employers this week (see elsewhere in the Heckler), and year 
12 going on next week to take part in personal statement workshops led by both HGS and the 
universities and Bradford and Bristol.

Many thanks to all visiting delegates, as well as the HGS staff and students involved, for making 
the 2021 virtual Progression Conference a great success. As a result,  The comments below are 
typical of the positive student experience of both days.

"The Conference helped me to think about what I need to look at when choosing University 
options." - Year 12 student

"The personal statement talk was really engaging. The presenter really showed was what 
universities are looking 
for." - Year 12 student

"The student panel 
gave an interesting 
and informative insight 
into a wide variety 
of options from the 
first hand of previous 
students." - Year 10 
student

Progression Conference
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Sign -up Now

HE Progression

https://education.theiet.org/about-iet-education/education-bulletin/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_campaign=Secondary%20email%20to%20data%20set&utm_medium=Education&utm_content=General%20Campaigns&utm_term=3656754
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HE Progression continued
Volunteer Police Cadets - Closing date: 23rd July 2021

Recruitment for the September 2021 scheme is open! - Volunteer Police Cadets scheme for 13 – 
17 year olds

Are you interested in becoming a Volunteer Police Cadet?

	 • Do you have an interest in policing and public services?
	 • Would you like to volunteer in the service of your community?
	 • Would you like to complete the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award?

Eligibility

You will be eligible to apply to the scheme if you meet the following 
criteria:

	 • 13 – 17 years of age
	 • Will be in year 9 or above at school/college in the new academic year this September
	 • Live in the county of West Yorkshire
	
Our programme is linked to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE). You must be in year 9 or above 
to register for the Bronze Award.

If you already have the Bronze Award and would be interested in completing the Silver Award, you 
may be offered the opportunity to join one of the Silver groups.

The scheme is not an entry route into a policing career, but you will have the opportunity to gain an 
insight into policing, develop key life skills and support your local community.

We welcome cadets from any background.

What’s involved?

As a Volunteer Police Cadet, you will have the opportunity to:

	 • gain an insight into policing
	 • make a difference to your local community through volunteering
	 • achieve the DofE Award
	 • take part in fun and exciting activities
	 • make new friendships
	 • develop key life skills

Cadet units meet once a week for two hours during the school term. This is normally after school in 
the late afternoon/early evening. Please contact your preferred location for details of local meeting 
days and times.

Volunteering events and expeditions usually take place on weekends.

West Yorkshire Police’s Volunteer Police Cadets scheme follows a two-year programme, which is 
linked to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (D of E). Over 300 cadets currently take part in the pro-
gramme across all five districts of West Yorkshire.

Locations: - We are recruiting cadets in the following locations: - Bradford, Calderdale*, Kirklees, 
Leeds and Wakefield.

*Please note Calderdale district is only recruiting cadets to join the Silver, Year 2 group at this time.

For further information click link

https://westyorkshirepolice.tal.net/vx/mobile-0/appcentre-External/brand-0/candidate/so/pm/6/pl/1/opp/2664-XA631-WYP-Volunteer-Police-Cadet-Programme-2021/en-GB


For more information click below

https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/
fair-signup/leeds-autumn-2021

HE Progression Info continued
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HGS  Extra-Curricular 


