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I know that it has been a very stressful time over the 
past 18 months for so many people for different reasons. 
The most stressful experience for me was planning three 
weddings to the same husband! 

I think many of the staff, students & parents who have 
worked with me over the years are aware of how delayed 
my big day has been and I think one student even 
commented recently, “Miss, you have been engaged 
forever!” It certainly felt that way! 

Finally, on Saturday 30 October 2021, I managed to 
marry my best friend. The day was filled with so much 
love and laughter - after planning two previous big, white 
weddings with all the trimmings and sparkles, we decided 
to have a much more relaxed day with all the people we 
love - having good food and a grand old time in Leeds city 
centre. 

My role in the School has 
enabled me to build so many 

wonderful relationships with parents & students over time - something 
which I hold very dear to my heart. The students at Heckmondwike 
never cease to amaze me with their incredible talent. So much so, that 
there was no question for me that I wanted them to be a part of my 
big day as they are such a big part of my daily life. I was so lucky that 
the glorious duo Eleanor Turner & Kyran Russell Y10 agreed to play 

me down the 
aisle (guests 
w e r e 
commenting 
a f t e r w a rd s 
t h i n k i n g 
it was a 
recording) and the beautiful voices of the 
angels in the senior chamber choir - voices 
that brought even my grumpy old Grandad 
to tears. I will forever be so grateful that 
they made my day so special and gave 
up their Saturday to grace us with their 
talent. I am so proud to be part of a school 
community with such lovely humans

Congratulations to the newly weds, Mr & Mrs Goulding

Third Time Lucky for Miss Moss



Alumni - Moira Paterson
Moira Paterson, who 
has died aged 85, 
moved from a small 
town in Scotland 
to pursue a career 
in publishing and 
journalism that 
included stints 
in Geneva and 
Jerusalem and work 
as a subeditor and 
features writer with 
the Radio Times 
and the Observer in 
London.

She was born near 
Crossmichael in 
Kirckcudbrightshire, 
to Margaret (nee 
McHargh), a nurse, 

and John, an electrician with ICI whose job took the family to live in Yorkshire. Her father was a 
progressive-minded man who wanted the best for his two daughters, and after passing the 11-plus 
Moira went to Heckmondwike Grammar School followed by the University of Durham, where she 
studied English.

She then worked in London for the poetry publisher Faber & Faber, where TS Eliot was a director. 
When he brought the female staff members a cake as a gift of thanks, she was so annoyed at how 
“pink and girly” it was that she resolved to leave.

She moved to Geneva to work for the art publisher Skira in the early 1960s and then to Jerusalem, 
first to live on a kibbutz (where she was looking for an adventure, following the breakup of a long 
relationship) and later to work as an editor of the Encyclopaedia Judaica. Although she was a Scottish 
atheist, Moira’s ability to grasp the intricacies of Jewish lore was testimony to her intellect and 
perseverance.

She returned to London in the 70s, working as a 
subeditor and occasional features writer on the Radio 
Times, where the poet Roger Woddis wrote a verse to 
celebrate her strong trade unionism, her pride in her 
Scots background and her sometimes fierce exterior 
that belied a warm and humorous interior:

O our Moira’s like a red, red flag
That flutters in the breeze
And nae mair like a willing slave
Than chalk resembles cheese.

Later she was a subeditor at the Observer and the 
Independent, also contributing features to both 
newspapers. She retired in 1996 and moved back to 
Scotland to live in Wigtown near her sister, my mother, 
Rennie Hughes. She remained fiercely independent 
until 2017, when she went into a care home.
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Sumedh Makes a Racket at Badminton
Over the last couple of months Sumedh Chittamuru ,Year 10, has competed 
and won several badminton tournaments competing in the   u15s.
 
His most recent success came in u15 quadrangular in Glasgow on the 
weekend of 30 September 2021. It was a national tournament with 
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales competing. Sumedh, competing for 
England’s u15 quadrangular team, won all his games, which culminated 

in England team securing the gold. 

In the individual categories in 
the same tournament, Sumedh 
won bronze in singles, silver in 
Mens Doubles and silver in Mixed 
Doubles.

Excellent Sumedh!

Onwards and Upwards 
for Max and His Team
Max Grinhaff, Year 9 has played rugby 
since he was 6 years old. His dad coaches 
the team that started with just 5 players 
when they were in the under 7's. 

He plays for Birstall Victoria ARLFC. who 
are just a small club and struggle getting 
numbers against some of the bigger clubs 
in our area. Max along with his coaches 
and the rest of the team work really hard 
each week. They train at least twice oc-
casionally three times a week and have 
worked so hard over the years. 

On Sunday 31 October Max and his team 
won the u13's Heavy Woollen Cup which 
was played at Batley Bulldogs Stadium 
against Shaw Cross. Not only that but on 
Monday 1 November it was confirmed by 
Yorkshire Junior Rugby League that Max 
and his team at Birstall u13's won the di-
vision one title. There is around 50 teams 
in the league and Max's team finished 
first only loosing 1 game (out of 14) all 

season. This is a huge achievement in rugby league and the first time in 40 years that a team from 
Birstall Victoria have won the division 1 title. Max played a huge part in this. 

Great news we look forward to hearing of your future successes.



 
Team A 

Yvie Prior Smith 

Lucy Webb 

Naomi Fishyo 

Caitlin Murray 

Emily Sharp 

Joanna Xu 

Adaeze Ulebor 

Team B 

Kanyin Ayemow 

Emilly Messenger 

Abby Marshall 

Olivia Forbes 

Anna McCardle 

Isobel Morris 

Chiamaka Ulebor 

Year 10 Spen Valley Schools Netball Tournament 

On Thursday 4 November two teams travelled to Whitcliffe Mount to play in the netball 
tournament after school. This was the first time they had played competitive netball for nearly 
18 months and this in itself was exciting. 

Both teams started well, winning their first games. They played with determination throughout 
and there was some great mid court play, especially with the B teams performance against MFG 
which saw end to end action and finished in a draw. 

The A team dominated in their games, finishing with a good 5-1 win in their last match against 
MFG also. 

The final results saw the B team finish joint 3rd with MFG and the A team finishing in 1st place 
as tournament winners. Well done to both Ttams on a successful performance and thank you to 
the Year 9’s who stepped in when some Year 10 players were unavailable. 
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Department Focus - Geography
1.5 degrees is a contentious figure now 
as the world leaders attend the 26th 
Conference of the Parties (COP). The 
conference held in Glasgow started this 
week and will last until the 12th of No-
vember. The importance of the confer-
ence cannot be understated as it could 
decide all our futures. The Geography 
department tries to give students an 
understanding of the importance that 
climate change poses for everyone by 
building on themes covered from Year 
7, to Year 13 and beyond. We all live on 
a cascading planet where everything is interlinked and where we are not able to isolate ourselves 
from such global changes. I urge you all to engage with the COP26 from watching progress on the 
news to making changes wherever you can.
 
One way in which you can get involved is by helping us achieve an internationally recognized award. 
Three years ago the Geography department started to work on an accreditation for the Eco-Schools 
Green Flag award, we met once a week to work on an audit of the schools environmental credentials 
based on a seven step process. We chose 3 areas to work on from the Ten Eco-Schools topics:

• Biodiversity, caring for all plants, animals and insects.
• Energy, reducing energy use and investigating greener energy sources.
• Global Citizenship, working with others on local and global issues.
• Healthy Living, improving mental and physical well-being.
• Litter, taking action to reduce litter in your local area and beyond.
• Marine, protecting rivers, canals, lakes, oceans and the plants and animals that inhabit them.
• School Grounds, enhancing your learning environment.
• Transport, travelling in an environmentally-friendly manner.
• Waste, refusing, reducing, reusing, repairing and recycling.
• Water, protecting our most important natural resource.

Unfortunately we could not complete the award as Covid caused the school to close, when the school 
reopened we could not mix the year groups to meet and as the award requires representatives from 
every year group, once again could not work on this award. The Geography department wants to 
reopen the Eco-Schools initiative and work to complete the Green flag award.
 

What this means is that we need volunteers from every year group to start the process again. This will 
need a dedicated team to spend the year on the seven-step process required to achieve success and 
join an international group of schools that are committed to environmental education. 

If you are keen to join the group, we will be meeting on Thursday lunchtime at 12:30 in Room A105. 
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Getting involved in any of these activities earns students '1898' points for extra-curricular
participation. These points contribute to their scorecard and totals from these will feature on 
the termly reports, which you will be sent at the end of each term. The more your child does do 
the more points they can accrue.
We encourage all students to get involved in extra-curricular activities as it helps develop a 
student's confidence, engagement with and enjoyment of school as well as providing a focus 
for lunchtimes and after school sessions. 

GET INVOLVED!
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Parent Notices
Wednesday 3 - 17 November  
Years 11 & 13 Mock Exams

Thursday 25 November 
Year 13 Exam Revision Evening

Details to be shared after half-term

Thursday 2 December 
 Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening

details to be emailed to parents shortly

Thursday 9 December 
 Year 13 Virtual Parents’ Evening

details to be emailed to parents shortly

In attempt to reduce the spread of covid 19 we are asking families to continue 
with the twice weekly lateral flow tests and to report ALL results via the school 
website.  The new  Antigen Rapid Test, which is nasal only, is in the process of 

being issued to students.

All students are now required to wear a facemask around school.  Please ensure 
that you send you child with the appropriate face covering. School have a very 

limited stock. 

Vacancies

We are currently recruiting for a Lunchtime Supervisor and a Temporary Teacher of English  
Full details are available on the school website -

 https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/vacancies/
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