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Week 28 Published 30/04/2021.

Heckler
Year 7 Student Tolls the Bell to Pay 
Tribute to Prince Phillip
Francis Gilruth 7H2, was asked to toll the bell for half 
an hour before the funeral of Prince Phillip on Saturday 
17 April. Due to the pandemic he hasn’t been able 
to physically handle a bell for over a year so he was 
understandably   nervous as it’s not an instrument you 
can play/practice quietly, if it goes wrong the whole town 
usually hears! 

The bell was half muffled to create a solemn sound and 
he had to aim to ring each sound at a ten second inter-
val which isn’t as easy as it sounds as it’s a heavy bell 
on a wheel which naturally wants to ring much fast-
er but he managed it really well and we were proud 
he was able to contribute to such a historic event. 

Francis has been interested in bell ringing since he 
was 5 years old, and has been tall/strong enough 
to ring from the age of 9. He is a member of the 
Yorkshire Tykes young ringers and is part of the team 
representing them at this years Ringing World Youth 
National Championships in Worcester. It’s an unusual 
hobby for a 12 year old but he loves it. He wanted to 
share a glimpse of what he loves doing with school! 

Help HGS to Prevent the Spread of Covid 19Help HGS to Prevent the Spread of Covid 19

Please help to prevent 
the spread of Covid 
19 and protect the 
HGS family by testing 
twice weekly - Sunday/
Monday & Wednesday/
Thursday. All results 
to be reported to 
NHS https://www.
g o v . u k / r e p o r t -
covid19-result  and  to 
school https://www.
heckgrammar.co.uk/
parents/coronavirus-
information/

Together we can stop 
the spread

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/parents/coronavirus-information/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/parents/coronavirus-information/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/parents/coronavirus-information/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/parents/coronavirus-information/


Heck- mondwike 

House News
The House System has a jam packed week of events, 
which will continue throughout this half term. Year 
8 and Year 7 boys have played their first rounds in 
house rugby, with each house playing two other 
houses. The boys showed some excellent skills and 
teamwork, a great effort bearing in mind that it is 

the first time many of them have played 
rugby!

In the Sixth Form, Year 12
boys had a great showing
in their football tournament during 

enrichment time. The overall winners were Clarke who 
fought a strong challenge against Bronte in the final, with 
Houldsworth gaining third place after a successful penalty 
shootout against Priestley. 

In girls sport, an exceptional Houldsworth team were 
crowned winners in Year 10 rounders, despite all teams 
playing extremely well and having a very in depth knowl-
edge of the laws of the game!

Across the House system other competi-
tions were launched this week, including 
house chess and creative writing. 

Well done to all students that have taken 
part in the House system – check out the 
upcoming events to get involved. See the 
House teams for more information.

Year 10 Rounders
• 1st – Houldsworth
• 2nd – Bronte
• 3rd – Priestley
• 4th – Clarke

Year 12 Football
• 1st – Clarke
• 2nd – Bronte
• 3rd – Houldsworth

• 4th – Priestley



Subject Focus: Physics
In the Physics department, we are constantly asked brilliant questions ranging from new concepts 
announced in the news or an explanation of an everyday phenomena that has perplexed people. How-
ever, the most common questions we get asked about are related to Astronomy and Cosmology. Again, 
questions can be from more recent developments, such as the use of a helicopter on Mars, to the age 
old favourites about what would happen if you tried to enter a black hole (spoiler – it doesn’t end well). 

At Heckmondwike, we have notable alumni in this field. Ed Walters, who left the school in 2001, is the 
Manager of a Material Test Lab at Elon Musk’s SpaceX, who are making great strides in space flight. 
We also have Tim Gregory, who came to national attention as a finalist in the BBC show “Astronauts: 
Do You Have What It Takes?”. In recent times, he has been busy obtaining his Phd in Cosmochemistry 
and writing the book “Meteorite: The Stones From Outer Space That Made Our World”, which was re-
viewed in The New York Times. In the acknowledgement of his book, Tim has a mention of the Physics 
teachers who taught him through his A-Level – Mr Gilroy, Mr Naylor and former department member 
Ms Owen. 

As well as looking to our alumni, we are also looking to inspire the next generation of astronomers and 
space scientists. In October, the Physics Department launched an As-
tronomy Photography competition. Many students also have access 
to telescopes or binoculars, but the most important piece of modern 
equipment for astronomy is the mobile phone. Many modern mobile 
phones have exceptional cameras and software to capture incredible 
images under a range of conditions, as well as allowing the tracking of 
stars, planets and satellites via many easily available apps. 

Giving the students the cold, clear winter months, and the added “bo-
nus”(?) of lockdown, students were submitting photos all the way to 
the deadline at the start of the Easter holidays. The pictures were an 
exceptional range of starry landscapes, star trails, satellite passes and 
images of The Moon.  

When the competition ended, the Physics teachers picked a number 
of favourites. The finalists included Elizabeth Lee, Guevara Abdul-
lah, Hiba Khawar, Husaina Lokhandwala, Jasmine Jacob, Liliy Dillon, 
Manas Bhatt and Miraya Vyas. All have received a certificate.  

After a long discussion, however, we 
felt the starry land-
scape, including the 
shadowy outline of a 
scarecrow, submitted 
by Summer Jones, 
7H2, was a fantastic 
image and a worthy 
winner. The images 
were taken during 
a family holiday the 
previous summer in 
Tenerife, near Mount 
Teide. Congratula-
tions. 

Thanks to all who 
submitted an entry. It 
was a tough decision 
to narrow down the 
finalists and the eventual winner. Now might the time to start considering ideas for next year’s entry! 
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Below is an acknowledgement from Tim Gregory’s book
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We would also like to say goodbye and good luck to our GCSE and A-Level students. They have 
worked consistently well throughout the heavy disruption of the last two years, and we look forward 
to hearing about their future success. It is especially pleasing to see the number of students studying 
Physics and variations of Engineering at a wide range of universities, including Oxford and Cam-
bridge. There is a good chance that we will be name dropping a few of those in future newsletters! 

Mr Haigh 

Subject Leader of Physics

Jasmine Jacob 7H1

Husaina Lokhandwala 7B1 

Winning entry - Summer Jones 7H2

Elizabeth Lee 7C1

Thanks to Harry Hellawell 8B1 
and his family for their generous 
donation to the Physics of two 
volumes of “A Man On The 
Moon: The Voyages of Apollo 
Astronauts” by Andrew Chaikin. 
They will be of great interest 
and use to the department 
and students with interest in 
astronomy and the history of 
the Space Race.



The new ePlatform 
app is your ticket 

to unlock the world 
of eBooks and               
Audiobooks.

We are trialling using e-books to support reading for pleasure. The trial is for a month so have a 
look, borrow a book and get reading!

There is a large selection to choose from, e-books and audio 
books, fiction and non-fiction.

As you can only borrow 2 books at one time. We suggest you 
read the ‘blurb’ to make sure you want to borrow it and check 
the age that it is aimed at. We haven’t set any age restrictions 
so it’s up to you to decide whether you think it is appropriate 
for you.

If you choose a book and it isn’t available because someone else 
is borrowing it, you can reserve it, or add it to your list for later.

You have access to a book for 2 weeks and then it disappears 
from your account, if you want to return it sooner you can.

You access via the website, or download the app.

To sign in you will need:

Username – this is your school username

Password – Library1

Please watch the videos to see how you can use the ePlat-
form. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i48B3UPFWs0 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dWrO9HgTMk 

Access is http://heckgrammar.eplatform.co/ or you can download 
the app

It's quick, simple and free to set up. s.

Even if you're offline, the ePlatform app is the quickest and easiest 
way to borrow and read eBooks as well as listen to Audiobooks on 
your iPad, Galaxy, Windows tablet or other tablet/mobile device - 
without downloading any additional software.

Just log in once and begin reading or listening; when you exit, your 
place is automatically bookmarked and you can begin where you stopped with just one click.

Direct link to App Library: - - 

IOS: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/eplatform-by-wheelers/id912668852?mt=8 - 

Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.eplatform.android.googleplay&hl=en 
- 

Windows: https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/store/p/eplatform/9nblggh3z38k 

You also may search 'ePlatform' in Play store or iOS store for further information.

Heckmondwike Grammar School          Page 5

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i48B3UPFWs0  
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Monday 3 May 
School Closed - 
May Day Bank 

Holiday

Reminder
Dropping Children at School

When dropping your child off at 
school please give consideration 
to road saftey, access and private

 parkings spaces. Please find 
somewhere safe at a suitable 

distance from school.

Success in February Half Term Maths Challenge 2021
Two of our talented young mathematicians, Miraya Vyas in year 7 and Julia Millington in year 10, have 
been awarded prizes in this year’s February Half Term Maths Challenge competitions, organised by the 
charity, Mathematical Education on Merseyside and the University of Liverpool Department of Mathe-
matical Sciences.

Miraya was one of over 540 entries in the Challenge competition, which is open to year 7 & 8 students. 
Julia took part in the Senior Challenge, open to students in year 9 & 10 and which also attracted hun-
dreds of entries. Miraya and Julia have been invited to receive their Certificates of Merit and prizes at 
ceremonies to be held at the University of Liverpool later this summer.

Julia and Miraya are pictured below with their Best in School certificates.



 
 

 
 
 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB – SURFACE DESIGNS 
YEARS 9, 10 AND 11 

 

 
 

   Thursday 13th May - Thursday 24th June 2021 
Released at 12 noon every week 

There will be 1 week break for the half term on Thursday 3rd June.  

After School Club is a six-week, free online course aimed at Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils who want to develop 
and create designs to go onto a variety of products and surfaces. You will have practical workshops which 
will support you to develop your design ideas and you will be able to try out different processes and ways 
to make those designs. You will also use sketchbooks in a creative way to keep a record of how each 
project develops, explore more about contemporary and modern artists from a range of disciplines and 
see examples of learning from student ambassadors at Leeds Arts University 

Your tutor will be available throughout to support and answer questions.  

The content of the course will include: 

• Workshops and handouts exploring different design methods. 
• Workshops and handouts applying designs to different products. 
• Exciting examples of contemporary and modern artists and designers to research. 
• How to present the project using sketchbooks.  
• Current Leeds Arts University student ambassadors will share samples of their approaches to the 

workshops.  

Completed forms must be emailed to Leeds Arts University by 6th May 2021 using the following email: 
progression@leeds-art.ac.uk  
  
We will email you whether or not you have a place on the After School Club.  
  
Please note: 
The After School Club is a widening participation initiative that is part of the Leeds Arts University’s Access and Participation Plan, 
approved by the Office for Students (OfS). The course is very popular and numbers are limited, therefore applications are 
considered on an individual basis. Young people from under-represented backgrounds or who live in an area of low participation 
in higher education will be prioritised. 
 
Taking part in this progression activity organised by Leeds Arts University’s Progression Team does not automatically mean you 
will be accepted on to a course at Leeds Arts University, should you choose to apply to one of the institution’s courses. 

Thursday 13th May - Thursday 24th June 2021
Released at 12 noon every week

There will be 1 week break for the half term on Thursday 3rd June.

After School Club is a six-week, free online course aimed at Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils who want to 
develop and create designs to go onto a variety of products and surfaces. You will have practical 
workshops which will support you to develop your design ideas and you will be able to try out different 
processes and ways to make those designs. You will also use sketchbooks in a creative way to keep 
a record of how each project develops, explore more about contemporary and modern artists from a 
range of disciplines and see examples of learning from student ambassadors at Leeds Arts University.

Your tutor will be available throughout to support and answer questions.

The content of the course will include:

• Workshops and handouts exploring different design methods.
• Workshops and handouts applying designs to different products.
• Exciting examples of contemporary and modern artists and designers to research.
• How to present the project using sketchbooks.
• Current Leeds Arts University student ambassadors will share samples of their approaches to the 
workshops.

Completed forms must be emailed to Leeds Arts University by 6th May 2021 using the following 
email: progression@leeds-art.ac.uk

We will email you whether or not you have a place on the After School Club.

Please note:

The After School Club is a widening participation initiative that is part of the Leeds Arts University’s Access and Participation 
Plan, approved by the Office for Students (OfS). The course is very popular and numbers are limited, therefore applications 
are considered on an individual basis. Young people from under-represented backgrounds or who live in an area of low 
participation in higher education will be prioritised.

Taking part in this progression activity organised by Leeds Arts University’s Progression Team does not automatically mean 
you will be accepted on to a course at Leeds Arts University, should you choose to apply to one of the institution’s courses.

Any year 9, 10  or 11 student wishing to take part  please email lsmith@heckgrammar.co.uk for an 
appication form. 
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Calling Yr 10 & Yr 11 Wanna Be Medics

Have you read a good book lately? 
Would you like tell others about it and share your reasonings behind your recommendation?

 Why don’t you email a brief book review to adminoffice@heckgrammar.co.uk and we will share with your fellow 
students and staff.

Book Review

Written by the exceptional 
author who wrote ‘The Series 
of Unfortunate Events', 
Lemony Snicket lures the 
reader into the mysterious and 
problematic life in a seaside 
town with no sea where an 
apprentice and his Chaperone 
investigate various crimes that 
take place there and that have 
all been plotted by the most 

perplexing man of the town .Hangfire.

Part of a series, ‘Who could that be at this 
hour?’ is the first book that really hooked me 
as the reader and ‘forced’ me to continue 
the series as I could not put it down!

The characters were very contrasting with their 
behavior, looks and actions- this created a story 
in my mind and made me picture all the thefts 
that took place in this puzzling town. This book 
will really get your mind thinking and asking all 
the wrong questions. Therefore, would definitely 
recommend it as it will keep you occupied for hours.

This must be an exception read as this is the 2nd 
review 

I am Malala- Teen Edition- By Malala Yousafzai

In this book, Malala Yousafzai retells her tale for 
teenagers. This book 
is an autobiography of 
Malala, a girl who had 
a normal life in Pakistan 
with her two brothers, 
until the Taliban created 
havoc in her home town 
Swat. They spread lies 
and convinced people 
that girls should not 
go to school. At first, 
the government didn’t 
take it seriously, then 

the attacks started. The Taliban would target 
anyone who went against them. Malala was just 
15 when she was shot in the head and taken to 
England. Since then she has continued to stand 
up for her rights and become the youngest ever 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize at 17.    

Husaina Lokhandwala 7B1
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Write a short story or poem of up 
to 750 words, which includes a 
suitcase! The rest is for you to be 

as creative as possible…

To enter join the team using the 
code: 4t986ga

Entries to be submitted on Teams 
by Friday 14 May.

House points for the winning
 entries!

Any questions, please see 
Mrs Whitelaw in the Library 

or post on the Team.

Enter the House 
Creative Writing 

competition!
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An interest in cricket would be beneficial,but full training 
is provided and no scoring experience is essential.It is 
paid weekly and there is no specific age needed.Please 
contact Andrew Biddle on 07510353551 or John Derry 
on 07891798893 for further information.


