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THE GREAT HGS
HOUSE BAKE OFF

The inaugural Great Hecky Staff House Bake Off 
(#GHSBO) took place on Monday with 18 sweet treats 

being made by staff 
over a sweltering 
weekend.  Offerings 
ranged from 
cheesecakes to 
chocolate cakes, 
from "dropped" 
cakes to brownies, 
from velvet cakes 
to cookies....the 
smell in the room 
they were brought 

to was phenomenal!  The blind judging was carried 
out by students who represented their Houses across 
all years during lunchtime on Monday.  Now, asking 
students to eat a piece of cake is usually, well, a piece of 
cake....asking them to eat EIGHTEEN pieces of cake is 
something altogether more demanding!  Many of them 
took it rather seriously, making significant notes on 
taste and texture of each 
cake on the voting form.  

One student simply wrote "Nah" next to one they didn't particularly like!  
But copious amounts of water was drunk to cleanse their delicate palates.  
Students had to vote for their top 4 cakes, and in the end, it was incredibly 
close!  In fact it was so close that even after a recount, and the nukber of 
1st, 2nd , 3rd and 4th places were considered...there was still a tie!

So, it is with honour that we present to you the scoring of the 1st Great 
Heck House Staff Bake Off:

1st Place : 27 Points scored : Mrs J Bell (Priestley) - & Mrs W Dye 
(Priestley) : 2 Lees Cup Points each

3rd Place : 23 Points scored : Mr A Mullany (Houldsworth)  : 1 Lees 
Cup Point

4th Place :  22 Points scored : Mrs J Doran (Clarke) : 0.5 Lees Cup 
Point
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Subject Focus - Biology

Year 7 get creepy….and then crawly.

That’s right, this week year 7 have been study the behavioural adaptations of some very 
creepy crawlies (you might have heard the screams from some of the students from the 
top floor of the Crelin building).

The idea behind this was not just to encourage our students to be curious about the micro-
world that surrounds them but also to show them how different organisms respond to a 
change in their habitat. 

The woodlouse were offered a variety of chambers to move to, each with a different 
environmental condition, light & dry, dark & dry, light & damp and dark & damp. By looking 
at which chamber the woodlouse chose the students were better able to understand 
how the adaptations of their bodies influenced their behaviour. With this knowledge, we 
encourage our students to set up bug hotels in their green spaces to encourage biodiversity 
in the area.

Can you guess which chamber the woodlouse chose? 
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UKMT Junior Mathematics Challenge

This year all year 8 students participated in the UKMT 
Individual Junior Mathematics Challenge. We had record 
success with 51 students achieving a Bronze certificate, 78 
achieving a Silver certificate and 45 students achieving a 
Gold certificate.

The maximum score is 135, so particular congratulations to those who scored 100 
and more. These are Ella Webb, William McIntosh, Mohammed Shahzad, Praise 
Nduka–Obiora, Leanne Lai, Vamsi Vakamullu, Muhammad Khan, Benjamin Walshaw, 
Harshith Mavuri, Eva Kooiker Berla, Ananya Chinchalkar, Hamza Tarar (score of 119), 
Simrik Bohara (score of 120) Vishaka Vijayaruban (score of 123), Noel Crowther 
(score of 124) And “Best in School” certificate went to Shivank Tiwari (score of 129).

Mathematical Olympiads and Kangaroo competitions

These are follow up rounds to the Individual Maths Challenges.

Ayan Gupta was one of around 600 students nationally who was invited to take part 
in the Hamilton Mathematical Olympiad. He then went onto receive a Certificate of 
Distinction in the Olympiad, which is a truly exceptional achievement. 

Tao Li and Dilshi Mapatuna both received Certificates of Merit for the Pink Kangaroo

Rao Dilmeer Mehmood, Alexander Hainsworth, Ismail Hashmi,  Jacob Howram, 
Rehan Lohn, Muhammad Rehan, Daisy Thornton, Yahya Variava and Mohammad 
Younis-Butt all received a Certificate of Merit for the Grey Kangaroo.

Mesam Hussain and Benjamin Walshaw have both received Certificates of Merit in 
the Junior Kangaroo. Results for the Junior Olympiad are not expected until after 
the summer break.

Congratulations to all – these are fantastic achievements in prestigious competitions 
which require a high level of achievement just to enter them.

Emily Sharp, Naomi Fisayo, Hannah Rouse and Alice Cheesbrough along with Mr Roberts 
and Mr Stevens, having just been presented with a cheque for £1849 which is being 

donated to the Kirkwood Hospice. 
The girls won the Design Ventura 
competition, sponsored by the 
National Design Museum by designing 
a wildflower seed cannon, which has 
since been put into production and 
this wonderful amount of money is 
the proceeds of the first production 
batch.

What a wonderful achievement.

£1849.00 Raised for Kirkwood Hospice
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London, 21 December 2020 saw  Save the Children begin to look for eight thoughtful, 
enthusiastic, trailblazing young people to form its first ever Youth Advisory Board.

The Board was launched to help ensure that young people’s views are at the heart of 
everything the children’s charity says and does. The idea is that they will work with Save 

the Children’s senior teams to lead projects including fundraising, 
campaigning, media and communications.

We are pleased to advise that one of our very own students, 
Adaeze Ulbeor year 10, has been selected for this prestigious 
role.  Here is Adaeze explaining her experience so far with this 
fantastic organisation 

I submitted my application for the board in mid-late January. 
There were questions such as "What issues are important to you 
and why?" and "What skills can you bring to the group?". I found 
out I had made 
it to the next 
stage in and 
subsequently 
was invited 

for an interview in early February. I found 
out I was successful in early March.

There are 18 young people between 
the ages of 12-18 on Save the children's 
Youth Advisory Board (YAB). Board 
members come from all over the country 
but mainly from London. We meet online 
on the 1st Wednesday of every month 
but 3 times a year we meet in person. 
So far, I have been to 1 in person 
meeting during the Easter Holidays. 
The Board's main job is to help advise 
Save the Children on projects they've 
started or on issues they want young 
people's insight on.

So far with Save the Children, I 
have gone to Kensington Palace 
for the Queen's Jubilee and have 
met Princess Anne, Luke Evans and 
Michael Morpurgo.

Adaeze with her 
colleagues

With Princess Anne

With Luke Evans
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Launches...

This summer Jane Bailey (Biology teacher) 
is leading a team of female adventurers on 
a hike across the UK this summer.

From Lands’ End to John O’Groats, the 
Womens’ End2End Relay is a 2,028km 
hike over more than 36,000m of elevation 
through some of the country’s incredible 
wild spaces.

Jane is part of the all-female team of 
qualified hill and mountain leaders who are leading the trek.

She has always loved the outdoors and when this opportunity arose to help other women 
gain the same sense of adventure and achievement she decided to volunteer.  The section 
Jane is leading is approximately 150km over 5 days through Northumberland and the Scottish 
Borders.  This will be challenging and stunning in equal measures.

The relay is being organised by Love Her Wild, a women’s only adventure company, and it will 
launch at the UK’s most south-westerly point on Thursday, June 16, and finish 74 days later at 
the most northerly point. The relay was originally planned for 2020 but had to be postponed 
due to the pandemic.

Love Her Wild, whose tagline is “we believe every woman deserves an adventure”, was founded 
in 2017 and has grown to a community of more than 30,000 women, connecting women in 
the UK and organising expeditions all over the world. The Women’s End2End Relay, which 
is sponsored by retailer Ellis Brigham Mountain Sports, route planning app Komoot, and the 
Royal Air Force, is going to be their most ambitious team adventure yet.

Founder Bex Band said: “By putting together this exciting team relay, we hope to encourage 
more women across the UK to get outdoors, exploring our country’s incredible wild spaces. 
Adventures build confidence, forge new friendships and help women realise their true 
potential.”

If you would like to help carry the baton, or you can help the team by offering lifts, bringing 
cake and hot drinks en route, or putting team members up for a night, you can sign up on the 
Love her wild website. It costs £25 to sign up for one day, and all money raised from the relay 
will go to support UK based conservation work carried out by Woodland Trust. 

The baton has been carved from a piece of locally sourced birch wood. Its design was created 
by Florentina Curphey (aged 10) following a competition for girls across the UK to design the 
baton.

To find out more, visit: www.loveherwild.com/end2end

https://www.loveherwild.com/end2end/
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FREE access to eBooks
Students can access a range of fiction books on the 
ePlatform. This can be accessed by downloading the 
ePlatform app or visiting 

https://heckgrammar.eplatform.co/-platform 

Students can borrow two books at one time and keep 
them for two weeks. To login is with your school 
computer username and the password is Library1

Manage your Library Account with My Cirqa
My Cirqa gives students access to their library 
account. They can search the library catalogue, look 
at their borrowing history and reserve or renew 
books. Students can access their library account 
via the My Cirqa app or via the link on the library 
resource webpage. They will need a username and 
PIN that has been emailed to them. Please email the 
library or ask at the counter where PIN codes can be reissued.  
Library@heckgrammar.co.uk

Library Resource Webpage
Visit the Library Resources webpage 
to access lots of online materials 
to support GCSE and A-Level 
subjects. There are foreign language 
newspapers, subject specific 
magazines, The Financial Times, 
British Medical Journal and much 

https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/stu-
dents/library-resources/

http://Library@heckgrammar.co.uk
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/students/library-resources/
https://www.heckgrammar.co.uk/students/library-resources/
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Parent Notices

Monday 18 July - Wednesday 20 July
Silver DofE Practice Expedition

Thursday 21 July
Junior Prize Giving - during school

Friday 22 July
Students dismissed at 12.30 for the Summer

Monday 25 July - Friday 2 September 
Summer Break

Monday  5 September
Staff Training Day - School Closed to students

Tuesday 6 September 
Yr 7 & 12 Only to attend

Wednesday 7 September
School open as normal

Did you know that Heckmondwike Grammar School will celebrate its 125th birthday in 2023? 
Members of the History Department and Sixth Form Students plan to lead a project on the history of 
the school. To help us in this research, we would like to know what members of the school community 
would like to learn about. Please complete this form and to offer your suggestions.

125 Years !!! and Still Going Strong -1898-2023

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Vm9JDaudrkCK59hVTFC42b_0lXN_IStAt8Z8kWcG1S5URTI5NFc2V0QwUDJSMVJaT1RJT1dMSlM5TS4u
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Keep an eye on this page as staff are busy preparing trips for 
the new school year 2022/2023


