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BEYOND A LEVEL 

We live at a time when information is cheaper and more plentiful than at any other point in 

history, and as A level students you have more time outside of timetabled lessons to 

nurture and pursue your interests. The purpose of this guide is to help you harness these 

opportunities to maximise your potential, to make best use of the time and resources at 

your disposal, and immerse yourself in the subjects you have chosen to study. 

The resources and activities that follow have been specially recommended by your teachers 

as excellent ways of exploring their subjects. After an initial selection of general resources 

that are recommended for all students, you will find pages dedicated to each A-level subject. 

These resources rarely refer directly to taught syllabuses and are not intended as support 

or revision exercises, though engaging with them is highly likely to help you improve at A 

level. Instead, they are intended to challenge you to go beyond the confines of exam 

specifications and pursue your academic interests on a deeper and broader level, hence the 

title of this guide.  

Different types of activities have been carefully selected to suit every student, and you are 

encouraged to pursue your learning through a range of media. If you like to read, that’s 

great, but why not listen to a podcast too, or enter a competition, or take an online course? 

Learning in new ways can be just as challenging and stimulating as learning new things. A key 

to different types of activity are flagged up at the bottom of each page, while a link to the 

Twitter page of those many departments that currently maintain one is included at the top 

right. 

Most resources are completely free to access, usually in school or online. It is extraordinary 

to reflect on the volume and quality of books, lectures, research, courses, museums, 

galleries, creative tools, archives, music and news that can be accessed through palm-sized 

computers that almost everyone carries in their pocket. That sentence would have read like 

science fiction when you started primary school just a few years ago. You should challenge 

yourself to make the most of this unprecedented access to knowledge. 

It is hoped that you find intrinsic value in going ‘beyond A level’, that independently pursuing 

your academic interests is an exciting and fulfilling end in itself. However, universities, 

employers, art schools and conservatoires are increasingly interested what they term 

‘super-curricular’ activities, or how applicants have pursued academic interests or developed 

relevant skills and experience outside of their formal lessons. Your applications for jobs, 

apprenticeships and degree courses will be greatly enhanced by meaningful reflection on 

how you have engaged with activities and resources like these. 

Our suggested resources and activities, at just fifteen per subject, are far from exhaustive, 

and it is hoped that each resource may lead you to a number of others. If you do find a 

particularly useful resource not included in this guide, or find that some resources we have 

included have grown out of date, do let your subject teachers or the Sixth Form Team 

know so that we can improve it for future years. 

Good luck, and happy learning! 

HGS Sixth Form 



 
 

 

General resources and activities  

 The HGS Library  

 
Our Library is comfortable and 

well-stocked with books and 

periodicals for every subject. 

We also offer online resources, 

including A-level ‘Reviews’ and 

the Student BMJ, here: 

https://tinyurl.com/y92z7sjo  

Peer mentoring 

 
 

The best way to develop and 

embed your understanding is to 

teach. There are lots of 

opportunities for students to 

mentor fellow students or 

younger pupils in KS3-4. 

The Lees Cup 
 
 

Our House competition allows 
students to pursue their interests 

in drama, music or sport, while 
developing leadership skills 

through captaining and 
mentoring junior teams. 

The Economist 
 

Much broader ranging than its 
name implies, this weekly 

newspaper is excellent for 
students of social science, 

humanities, STEM, the arts and 
just about everything else. 

www.economist.com  

FutureLearn 

 
The major MOOC platform in 

the UK. Hundreds of free, 

engaging, online courses offered 

by leading universities on topics 

from archaeology to robotics.  

https://www.futurelearn.com/  

Oxplore 

 
Aims to engage students with 

‘big questions’ that go beyond 

what is covered in the 

classroom.  

https://oxplore.org/ 

 In Our Time 

 
One of the crown jewels of the 

BBC, the archives of this long-

running Radio 4 programme 

contain hundreds of mini-

seminars on an amazing range 

of topics.  

https://tinyurl.com/y86d73cq  

Work-related 

learning 
Work placements and voluntary 

work are great ways of deepening 

your understanding of fields of 

interest and the world of work. 

For some degrees, such as 

medicine and education, this is an 

essential requirement. See the 

Careers team for further guidance.  

BBC News Online 

 
It’s great to keep up with 

current affairs developments in 

your areas of interest. This 

massive website, with its many 

sub-sections, is probably the 

best way to do just that. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news  

Project Gutenburg 

 

Essentially an online library of 

57,000 ex-copyright books, all 

of which can be downloaded 

and read on your 

tablet/phone/e-reader. 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/  

HE+  

 
Stretch and challenge activities, 
designed by the University of 

Cambridge, that bridge the gap 
between A-level and university 
study. A range of subjects are 

covered. You might also choose 
to join the HE+ group at HGS. 

http://www.myheplus.com/  

University podcasts 

 
Most universities publish free 

podcasts from a range of 

departments and topics. We’ve 

included Oxford’s here as their 

selection is just about the 

biggest.  

 

https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series  

US MOOCs 
 

 

There are a lot of great courses 

on the following platforms  

www.coursea.org;  

www.edx.org  

 

Google Arts and 

Culture 
 

Visit some of the best museums 

and art galleries in the world, 

viewing many works in 

megapixel detail.  

artsandculture.google.com/  

Broadsheet 

newspapers 

 
A selection of UK newspapers, 

offering high-quality journalism 

and different interpretations of 

contemporary developments, is 

available in the Library.  
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Follow us at 

@HeckgrammarArt 

 

Art & Design 

Who Are You? – 
Grayson Perry 

Grayson Perry explores 

identity as he creates diverse 

portraits, starting with ex-MP 

Chris Huhne, Rylan Clark from 

X-Factor, a Muslim convert and 

a young transgender man.  

https://tinyurl.com/jgws859  

Youtube 
 

Stuck with a technique, want to 

know what to do next? Want 

to find out what an A* set of A-

level work looks like? Want to 

know how to? If your teacher 

isn’t available then YouTube is 

the place to go. 

Student Art Guide 
 

A complete guide to studying 

Art & Design. 

 

https://www.studentartguide.

com/ 

Tate Museums 
 

Visit any of the Tate 

Galleries that specialise in 

showcasing modern art (Tate 

Modern, Tate Britain, Tate 

Liverpool or Tate St. Ives) 

http://www.tate.org.uk 

Civilisations 

 
Massive 2018 BBC series (and 

accompanying website) 

exploring thousands of years of 

visual culture across the world. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/program

mes/p05ws2kj  

Pinterest 

 

Visual search engine that will 

pull together strings of visual 

work around a selected 

theme. 

www.pinterest.com 

 Snapseed 

 
 

Google-developed image 

editing app; like Photoshop 

but FREE on both Android 

and IOS. 

Simon Schama’s 

The Power of Art 

 
Each of the eight one-hour 

episodes examines the 

biography of an artist and one 

of his key works through 

Schama's considerations and 

occasional re-enactments.  

Trace the history of 

western art 

 

Buy a concertina sketchbook 

and then research and 

illustrate a timeline of the 

story of the major 

developments and 

movements in Western Art. 

Ways of Seeing – 

John Berger  

 
One of the most influential and 

stimulating books about visual 

art. Explores the relationship 

between what we see (and how 

we see it) and what we know. 

Get sketching! 

 
 

Buy a small A5 sketchbook 

and do a different drawing 

(not related to your work in 

school) on each page every 

day for a month. 

Google Arts and 

Culture  

 
Every piece of famous art in the 

world in one online place (almost). 

Also has the power to zoom in to 

see spectacular megapixel detail. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/  
  

Visit Leeds City Art 

Gallery or the 

Yorkshire Sculpture Park  
Seeing work in person is a very 

good way to get inspiration for 

ideas and also take your own 

primary source photographs to 

record your visit or to base your 

own work on. 

 Krita 

 
A professional FREE and open 

source digital painting app. It is 

made by artists that want to 

see affordable art tools for 

everyone.  

https://krita.org/en/  

Moma Online 

 

The Museum of Modern Art 

(MoMA) in New York 

online.  

 

www.moma.org 
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Biology 

Biological Sciences 

Review 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library and 

via Moodle. 

 

 

Secret Universe, 

The Hidden Life of 

a Cell 

 

Documentary available at 

https://www.dailymotion.com/
video/x6z0pzg  

BBC News – 

Science and 

Environment 

 
Keep up to date with the latest 

developments in science and 

the environment. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science
_and_environment 

Into Biology 
Aimed at A-Level students 

and beyond, this great website is 
designed to support and inspire 

students with a love for Biology, 
providing interesting news reports, 
career guidance, and study skills 

support.  
http://intobiology.org.uk/  

 

The Ancestor’s 

Tale – Richard 

Dawkins 

 
Popular and well-written 

science book that  follows the 

path of humans backwards 

through evolutionary history 

IntoBiology  

An excellent website that aims 

‘to inform and inspire the next 

generation of biologists’ 

through science news, careers 

guidance, and study skills 

support. 

http://intobiology.org.uk   

A Short History of 

Nearly Everything – 

Bill Bryson 

 

A popular, accessible and 

inspiring history of science. 

 

 

BioNRICH 

 
Mathematical activities 

designed to complement and 

enhance the study of biology. 

 
https://nrich.maths.org/6139 

The Natural 

History Museum, 

London 

 
One of the best museums in 

the world. You can also 

explore some of the exhibits at 

http://www.nhm.ac.uk 

The Infinite Monkey 

Cage 

Long-running Radio 4 series; 

accessible and funny. Look 

for episodes with a biology 

focus.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programme
s/b00snr0w/episodes/downloads  

The Royal Society 

 
Podcasts, news and interviews 

with scientists about recent 

scientific developments 

BBC Earth 

programmes 

 

A large selection of beautiful 

zoology and film making is 

available here: 

https://www.bbc.com/earth/u

k  

Thackray Medical 

Museum, Leeds 

 

An interactive tour through 

key developments in the 

history of medicine and 

public health. 

 

New Scientist 

 

Monthly magazine filled with 

the latest developments in 

science. Available in the 

library. 

UK Biology 

competitions 

 
A selection is available here: 

https://ukbiologycompetitions.o

rg/. Keep an eye out for more 

throughout the year. 
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Business  

Business Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library. 

 

 

What It Takes to 

Be a Great Leader 

 
In this TED talk, Roselinde 

Torres describes 25 years 

observing truly great leaders at 

work. 

https://tinyurl.com/m7te785  

BBC Business 

Online 
Keep up to date with key 

developments in business by 

exploring the BBC website’s 

excellent business section. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/bu

siness 

 Mentor another 

student 

Support a KS4 Business 

group during one of your 

free periods. Ask your 

business teacher for more 

details. 

Tutor2U 

 

Read articles from Tutor2u 

such as the following: 

https://www.tutor2u.net/busi

ness/blog/location-issues-

offshoring-out-of-china 
 

Research business 

plans  

Research different business 

plans and create a business 

plan for a new business of 

your choice. 

The Economist 

 
A weekly magazine available in 

the library and online. Has 

excellent business and 

management sections 

(Schumpeter and Bartleby, as 

well as Free Exchange). 

www.economist.com  

Bigger than 

Enron 

 
An insiders’ account of the 

biggest business scandal in US 

history. 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=4v26B-V26iQ   

Read a daily 

broadsheet 

newspaper 

 
A great way to keep up to date 

with business developments. 

The Times, Telegraph and 

Guardian are available in the 

library.  

The Prisoner’s 

Solution 

 

Develop your understanding 

of entrepreneurship, growth, 

risk and reward 

https://tinyurl.com/y9qqsms8  

Herzberg’s 

motivation theories 
Research motivation theories 

such as Herzberg.  Watch the 

following inspiring lecture to 

begin the research… 

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=o87s-2YtG4Y 

Tescopoly: How 

One Shop Came 

Out on Top and Why it 

Matters– Andrew Simms 

 

An examination of how 

Tesco came to dominate the 

UK supermarket sector.  
Museum of Brands, 

Packaging and 

Advertising 

Examines the history of 

consumer culture from 

Victorian times to the present 

day 
http://www.museumofbrands.co

m/      

50 Things That Made 

the Modern Economy  
The fascinating stories of 50 

inventions, ideas and 

innovations which have helped 

create the economic world. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/program

mes/p04b1g3c  

Student Investor 

Challenge 

An exciting investment 

competition run by the London 

Institute of Banking and 

Finance. Ask your teacher for 

details. 
https://www.libf.ac.uk/study/financial
-education/student-investor-challenge  

 

 

 
Visit 

Compete 

Read Watch 

Mentor Explore Create 
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Follow us at @HGS_Chemistry 

 

Chemistry 

Chemistry 

Review 
Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library. 

 

 

ChemTube 

 

Animations of mechanisms 

occurring. 

http://www.chemtube3d.com

/ALevel.html  

Compound Chem 

 
 

Lovely articles exploring the 

impact of chemistry on our 

everyday lives.  

http://www.compoundchem.

com/ 
Chem Guide 

 

Goes above and beyond the 

specification to help you 

understand curriculum 

content  

https://www.chemguide.co.u

k/  

30-second Elements 
– Eric Scerri 

 
Explains the 50 most significant 

chemical elements using 

nothing more than two pages, 

300 words, and one picture. 

RSC Periodic Table  

An interactive and in-depth 

look at the chemical elements, 

produced by the Royal Society 

of Chemists. 

http://www.rsc.org/periodic-

table/video    

 

The Disappearing 

Spoon– Sam Kean 

 

Recommended reading 

around the elements and 

their influence on history  

 

 

chemNRICH 

 
Mathematical activities designed 

to complement and enhance 

the study of chemistry. 

 

https://nrich.maths.org/6463 

Chemistry 

Olympiad 

 
A competition to stretch more 

able year 13 students. Ask your 

chemistry teacher for further 

details. 

 

The Infinite Monkey 

Cage 

Long-running Radio 4 series; 

accessible and funny. Look 

for episodes with a 

chemistry focus.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programme

s/b00snr0w/episodes/downloads  

Spectra School 

 
 

Range of resources to help 

understanding of spectroscopy 

http://www.rsc.org/learn-

chemistry/collections/spectrosc

opy 

Chemistry: a 

volatile history 

 
A series of three documentaries 

exploring how the elements were 
discovered and mapped  
https://cosmolearning.org/documen

taries/chemistry-a-volatile-history-
744/  

BBC Focus 

 

Magazine from the BBC 

around general science. 

Online version is free.  

http://www.sciencefocus.com

/  

 

New Scientist 

 

Monthly magazine filled with 

the latest developments in 

science. Available in the 

library. 

C3I6 

 

 
A difficult challenge based at 

extending year 12 students. 

The website has old monthly 

challenges and previous past 

papers. 

http://www.c3l6.org/  

 

Read Watch 

Listen Explore 

Compete 

Solve 
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Computer science 

Coderbyte 

 

 
A web application that helps you 

practice your programming skills, 

prepare for coding bootcamps, 

and prepare for job interviews 
with our collection of interview 

questions, videos, and solutions. 

https://coderbyte.com/challenges  

Scott Young 

YouTube Channel 
 

Scott Young completed a 4 year 
MIT CS degree in 12 months 
without going to a lecture and 
his study strategies and 
productivity tips are well worth 
a few hours of anyone's life. 
https://tinyurl.com/ya9g2v6y  

IEEE 

 

 
Joining the mailing list of this 

website is a good idea. The 

website is a great way of 

investigating new 

technologies. 

https://www.ieee.org/ 

 BCS – Chartered 

Institute  for IT  

Promotes wider social and 

economic progress through 

the advancement of 

information technology 

science and practice. 

www.bcs.org  

Coursera Computer 

Science 

 
Enroll and complete any of the 

MOOCs here, designed and 

run by top US universities. And 

completely free! 

https://www.coursera.org/bro
wse/computer-science 

Free Code Camp 

 
Learn to code with free online 

courses, programming projects, 

and interview preparation for 

developer jobs. 

https://www.freecodecamp.org
/ 

The New Turing 

Omnibus – A.K. 

Dewdney  

 
Read about a variety of topics 

in computer science and try the 

exercises at the end of each 

chapter! Available in the 

Library. 

The All-Seeing 

Pi 

 
Get into physical computing 
with a Raspberry Pi and Python 
by making a tweeting 
touchscreen photo booth. 
https://tinyurl.com/ybqv2cps  

Museum of Science 

and Industry 

 
A short train journey away in 

Manchester. Visit BABY, an 

early prototype stored program 

digital computer, as well as 

other computing-related 

exhibits.   

Developer podcasts 

 

Find and listen-at-your-leisure 
to one of the many developer 
podcasts dedicated to your 
chosen topic. 
 
https://tinyurl.com/yawmfwgc  

Computerphile 

 
Watch and subscribe to the 

University of Nottingham’s 

Computerphile YouTube 

channel 

www.youtube.com/user/Compu

terphile 

Project Euler 

 
A series of challenging 

mathematical/computer 

programming problems that will 

require more than just 

mathematical insights to solve.  

https://projecteuler.net/ 

British Informatics 

Olympiad 

 

The national computing 
competition for 

schools and colleges. Ask 

your teacher for details. 

 

http://www.olympiad.org.uk/  

Algorithmic 

Puzzles – A and M 

Levitin 

 
Apply your analytical thinking 

skills to solve some classic brain 

teasers as well as newer puzzles 

from job interviews with major 

corporations. Available in the 

Library. 

 BBC Technology 

 
Add the BBC Technology 

newsfeed to your favourite RSS 

feed reader [such as Flipboard 

for Android and iOS] and read 

technology news on your 

smartphone.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/tec

hnology  

 

Read Watch Listen Explore Solve 

Compete Create 
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Follow us at 

@HGSMusicDrama 

 

Drama 

Read plays! 

 
Access as many as possible, 

from different genres and 

contexts, to understand the 

dramatist’s craft. Charity shops 

and libraries are often a great 

source. 

 

Watch plays! 

 
Analyse and identify key 

strengths and weaknesses and 

be ready to explain these with 

justifications as to why you 

came to these conclusions. 

Youtube is often a good place 

to start. 

Frantic Assembly 

 

Analyse and explore the 

different rehearsal and 

performance techniques.  

 
https://www.franticassembly.

co.uk/about 

Punchdrunk 

Theatre 
Explore the work of the 

exciting “immersive theatre” 

group. Try to think critically, 

analysing and evaluating their 

techniques and effects. 

https://www.punchdrunk.com/h

ome 

The Frantic 

Assembly Book of 

Devising Theatre – 

Graham and Hoggett 

 
An excellent insight into the 

work and creative processes of 

an influential theatre company. 

Kneehigh 

Explore the work of a popular 

and innovative theatre 

company. Based in Cornwall, 

they are famous for setting 

theatre in unconventional 

venues. 

http://www.kneehigh.co.uk/    

The Complete 

Brecht Toolkit – 

Stephen Unwin 

 
A practical, hands-on guide - 

for actors, directors, teachers 

and students - to Brecht's 

history and practice of theatre. 

 

National Theatre 

Discover 

 
Take a look behind the scenes at 
the National Theatre. Dozens of 
critical clips on topics from 

character to stage management. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ntd

iscovertheatre  

Devising Theatre 

 

Carry out online research to 

further broaden your 

understanding of devising 

original theatre.  

 

https://dramaresource.com/  

An Actor Prepares 

– Constantin 

Stanislavski  

 
The most famous acting training 

book ever written, inspiring 

generations of actors. 

The Complete 

Stanislavski Toolkit 

– Bella Merlin 

 
Practical exercises to help you 

understand and deploy the 

tools in Stanislavski’s toolkit. 

Antonin Artaud: 

Practical 

Approaches to a Theatre 

of Cruelty   

 

Practical activities available 

on the school network. 

  

Visit the theatre 

 
See as much live theatre as 

possible, amateur and 

professional. This will help you 

to develop your ability to 

appreciate, analyse and evaluate 

theatre. 

 

Nameless Theatre 

 

Take an active part in the 

Heckmondwike young 

people’s community theatre 

group.  

https://tinyurl.com/y75qssab  

 

House Drama 

 
Take a lead role in the one of 

the whole-school drama 

productions. Student-led, you 

can try your hand at writing, 

directing, acting or stage design. 

 
Visit 

Read 

Watch 

Explore 
Create 
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Follow us at @HeckyDT 

 

Product Design 

Design Week 
 

 

Read online at 

https://www.designweek.co.u

k/ 

 

The Future We’re 
Building 

 
A TED talk by tech 

entrepreneur, Elon Musk. 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/el

on_musk_the_future_we_re

_building_and_boring 

Core 77 
 

 

An online Industrial design 

magazine. 

 

www.core77.com 

The Design 

Museum, London 
 

European Museum of the 

Year, 2018. Also has a 

brilliant website where you 

can view exhibits. 

https://designmuseum.org/  

Design for Life 

 

A BBC Documentary about 

Philippe Stark’s design ethos 

and the design industry. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/yaxcc7wa  

  

Behance 

 
Showcase and discover the 

latest work from top online 

portfolios by creative 
professionals across industries. 

www.behance.net  

 Cambridge 

University public 

interest talks 

 
Talks on a series of design 

topics by current researchers. 

 

https://www.admissions.eng.ca

m.ac.uk/information/video  

Engineering 

Development Trust 
The EDT offers several 

programmes for young people 

who want real life hands-on 

experience of the working world, 

related to science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics. 

http://www.etrust.org.uk/young-

people  

Build a design 

sketch book 

 

Take photos, collect images 

and keep articles about 

design that you find 

interesting.  This will help 

you to develop and establish 

your own personal style. 
Manufacturing 

Processes for Design 

Professionals– Rob 

Thompson  

 
Explores established, new, 

emerging and innovative 

production techniques that have, 

or will have, an important impact 

on the design industry. 

Product analysis 

 
 
Complete product analysis into a 

wide range of everyday products. 

You should be able to confidently 

identify the materials, 

manufacturing processes and 

design considerations.  

Pinterest 

 
 

Visit Pinterest and look for a 

new idea to try and make at 

home. 

 

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/  

  

James Dyson 

Foundation 
Aims to inspire more young 

people to study Engineering and 

become engineers. There are 

some free resources available to 

download. 

https://www.jamesdysonfoundation

.co.uk/  

 RIBA Learning 

Programme 

 
Includes resources, workshops 

and a free forum for budding 

young architects  

https://tinyurl.com/y8w377us  

National Science 

and Engineering 

Competition 

 
Organise a team and take part 

in the competition. 

http://www.nsecuk.org/  

 
Visit 

Read Explore 

Create Watch 

Compete Experience 
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Follow us at @HGSBusStuds 

 

Economics 

Economics Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library. 

 

 

Masters of Money 

 
Three-part BBC series 

exploring three of the most 

influential economists of the 

modern world: Marx, Keynes 

and Hayek. 

https://tinyurl.com/y9sh56d5  

BBC Economics 

Online 
Keep up to date with key 

developments in economics by 

exploring the BBC website’s 

excellent economics section. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

business/economy 

 Mentor another 

student 

Support a KS4 Business group 

during one of your free 

periods, preferably during the 

teaching of the impact of the 

economic climate on business. 

Freakonomics – 

Dubner and Levitt 

 

An accessible read that asks 

provocative questions about 

human motivation in spheres 

from drug dealing to traffic 
jams. 

Why Study 

Economics 

See especially the student views 

‘guide to my 18-year-old self’. 

Great for those thinking of 

economics at uni. 

www.whystudyeconomics.ac.uk  

The Economist 

 
A weekly magazine available in 

the library and online. Has 

excellent economics and 

finance sections – look 

especially for Free Exchange 

and Buttonwood columns. 

www.economist.com  

LSE outreach 

schemes 

 
Lots of opportunities to sample 

life as a student at one of the 

world’s leading economics 

departments. 

https://tinyurl.com/y7m24v4d    

The Great Divide – 

Joseph Stiglitz 

 
Why has inequality increased in 

the western world, and what 

can be done about it? A leading 

economist offers his 

perspective.  

Economics on 

Twitter 
 

Follow exam-related content 

via the following hashtags: 

#Econ1 #Econ2 #Econ3 

#Econ4 #EconTwitter 

 

The Bank of 

England 
The Bank goes way back to 

the 17th century and actually 

has a museum. You can 

check out some of the 

exhibits online. 

https://tinyurl.com/ya5j3pz3  

Economics: The 

User’s Guide– Ha-Joon 

Chan 

 

A brief history of economic 

thought, followed by passionate 

discussion of how economic 

principles can be applied to 

contemporary examples.   
The Undercover 

Economist 

 

Excellent website, with a wide 

range of popular and accessible 

articles and podcasts. 

 

https://timharford.com  

 

Keynes-Hayek: The 

Clash that Defined 

Modern Economics – N. 

Wapshott 

A timely account of how 

economists can offer wildly 

different solutions to problems, 

and of the political legacies they 

leave.  

Bank of England 

competitions 

 

A range of exciting economics-

related competitions run by the 

Bank of England.  

https://www.bankofengland.co.u

k/education/competitions  

 

 
Visit 

Compete 

Read Watch 

Mentor Explore Experience 
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English language 

Lexis 

 

Fun and interesting insights 

into linguistics by linguistics 

enthusiasts 

 

https://anchor.fm/lexispodcas

t  

Creative Writing 

competitions 

 
Why not take the chance to 

develop your writing skills? Loads 

of competitions are available, with 

some of the best in the UK 

featured here: 

https://creativewritingink.co.uk
/writing-competitions/   

Quality broadsheet 

newspapers  
 
A selection, including the 

Telegraph, Times, and Guardian, 

are available in the library. Look 

for different journalistic and 

editorial writing styles.  

 Word of Mouth 

 

Radio 4 series exploring the 

world of words and the ways in 

which we use them. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/program

mes/b006qtnz   

Compare the 

language and style of 

tabloid and broadsheet 

newspapers 

 
A selection of both are available 
in the school library. Choose a 

story of your choice and 
compare the language used 

across the newspapers. 

Cambridge virtual 

classroom 

Wonder what it might be 

like to study English at 

university? Find out with 

these free virtual classes at 

Cambridge. 

http://www.english.cam.ac.uk

/classroom/index.htm   

Johnson 

 

The Economist’s weekly 

English language column. 

 

https://www.economist.com/

blogs/johnson    

Watch TV for an 

hour 

Aim to watch about fifteen 

minutes of four programmes 

across as may channels. How 

is language used differently, 

and why? 

Mother Tongue – 

Bill Bryson 

 

An accessible, well-written 

and very witty exploration of 

the English language.  

Fry’s English 

Delights   

 

Stephen Fry explores some of 

the weirder and more 

wonderful features of the 

English language. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/progra
mmes/b00lv1k1/clips  

HE+ English 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 
and perfect those applying to 

study English or related subjects 
at uni. 

https://myheplus.com/subject/eng
lish  

British Library 

Accents and 

Dialects 
Explore spoken language and its 

evolution, through 90,000 

recordings.  

https://sounds.bl.uk/Accents-and-

dialects  

Sixth Form 

magazine 
 

Submit a piece of your own 

writing for the Bulletin or 

Heckler.  

Mind Your 

Language 
 

A regular column in the 

Guardian, about the use and 

abuse of language. 

https://tinyurl.com/y7plyo7u  

Keep a scrapbook 

of language use 

 
Keep a scrapbook of interesting 

language you have found. Padlet 

is a good way of keeping an 

online scrapbook.  

https://en-gb.padlet.com/   
 

Read Watch Listen Explore Create 

Compete Solve 
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English literature 

English Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library. 

 

Creative Writing 

competitions 

 
Why not take the chance to 

develop your writing skills? Loads 

of competitions are available, with 

some of the best in the UK 

featured here: 

https://creativewritingink.co.uk
/writing-competitions/   

The Great Gatsby  
 

Compare the film 

adaptations with Di Caprio 

and Redford as the lead 

actors; how and why is 

Fitzgerald’s novel adapted in 

different ways? 

Times Literary 

Supplement 

A great way to explore modern 

literary criticism and reviews of 

current plays, novels and poetry. 

Free content is available in the 

website. 

https://www.the-tls.co.uk/    

A Streetcar Named 

Desire 

 

Watch and analyse Marlon 

Brando’s iconic performance 

as Stanley. How has 

Williams’ text been 

interpreted in this film? 

Cambridge virtual 

classroom 

Wonder what it might be 

like to study English at 

university? Find out with 

these free virtual classes at 

Cambridge. 

http://www.english.cam.ac.uk

/classroom/index.htm   

Cambridge Authors 

Project 
A website aimed especially at 
students aiming to study English 

at university. Lots of fascinating 
criticism of famous writers, from 

Marlowe to Zadie Smith.  
https://tinyurl.com/y7uxyfl9  

The Taming of the 

Shrew or Othello 
 

Compare screen adaptations 

of these plays. Look for 

ShakespeaRe-Told.  

Read, read, read! 

 

Visit your local library and 

become a member! Read as 

may books, in as many 

different genres and by 

different authors, as possible. 

The Brontë 

Parsonage Museum 

 
Set in the picturesque village 

of Haworth, this was once 

the home of the Brontë 

family. The museum 

promotes the works of the 

authors. 

HE+ English 

 
A website full of stretch and 
challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 
study English or related subjects 

at uni. 
https://myheplus.com/subject/eng

lish  

The British Library  
 

 

Explore the British Library 

online through its fantastic 

website. 

 

https://www.bl.uk/  

Research a writer 
 

Research a writer you 

particularly like and focus a 

small research project on them 

– great for university interviews 

as well as being really 

interesting! 

Approaching 

Shakespeare 
Each lecture in this series 

focuses on a single play by 

Shakespeare, and employs a 

range of different approaches to 

try to understand a central 

critical question about it. 

https://tinyurl.com/gvnnuw2  

The Poetry Society 

 
A great way to explore poetry. 

Over a century old, it has more 

than 4000 members worldwide 

and publishes The Poetry Review. 

Great competitions too. 

https://poetrysociety.org.uk   

 
Read Watch Listen Explore Create 

Compete Solve Visit 
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French 

French in the 

Library 

 
Go to the French section in the 

library and look for books and 

magazine articles you might be 

interested in reading  
 

French films 

 

 
Watch one (or more) of these 

films: Elle s’appelait Sarah; La 

rafle Intouchables; A la folie, pas 

du tout; Amélie; Un long dimanche 

de fiançailles; L’auberge espagnol 

Hot Potatoes 
 
 

A website crammed full of 

extension resources from 

GCSE all the way up to year 13 

content at A-level. 

https://tinyurl.com/yc2pacsq  

 BBC Languages - 

French 

Including links to French news, 

TV and radio. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages

/french/  

Literary texts 
 

 
Read another book by the author 

of your set book and write a 
review. Thousands of out-of-

copyright texts are available for 
free on Project Gutenburg: 

https://tinyurl.com/y9gpkagb  

 

Explore French 

newspapers 

 

Take a look at Le Monde or 

Le Point and note down 20 

new items of vocabulary. 

www.lemonde.fr    
www.lepoint.fr   

MultiKultura 

 

Free online resources for 

Modern Foreign Language 

learning, designed by the 

University of Cambridge and 

aimed at sixth formers. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/y9jsd9ch  

Watch the news in 

French 

 
A great resource for new daily 

content from RFI (Radio France 

International) for all who are 

learning French:  

 

http://www.rfi.fr    

TED talks in 

French  

Hundreds are available, but why 

not start with this 

recommended selection: 

 

https://www.fluentu.com/blog/fr

ench/ted-talks-in-french/    

French radio 

 
Try the following websites to 

help develop your Spanish 

listening skills. Listenlive.eu has 

loads of stations that you can 

access for free. 

http://www.listenlive.eu/franc

e.html  

HE+ Modern 

Languages 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study MFL at uni. 

https://myheplus.com/subject

/modern-and-medieval-

languages  

Gallica 

 
 

An accessible literary review 

website, with good English 

translation available if you get 

stuck. 

https://tinyurl.com/y7b4o9vl  

Develop your CV in 

French 

 

Use this helpful mini-site, 

aimed at current 

undergraduates, to help you: 

 

https://www.mml.cam.ac.uk/f

rench/resources/cv  

 

Research a French-

speaking country 

 

Find out about another 

Francophone countries and 

make a short presentation 

on one for the class  
 

Plan a trip 

 

 
Plan a week’s holiday in 

France and work out the 

budget for transport, 

accommodation, food and 

activities.  
 

 

Read Watch Listen Explore 

Experience 

Create 

Solve 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5oqbYsL_cAhVFOhoKHYrSDvkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/work-experience/1090559/&psig=AOvVaw0kxZy71fSyuB3mibRjOaE1&ust=1532784315081097
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5oqbYsL_cAhVFOhoKHYrSDvkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/work-experience/1090559/&psig=AOvVaw0kxZy71fSyuB3mibRjOaE1&ust=1532784315081097
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl44j6oZrcAhWCPhQKHc8mB44QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/problem-solving/8092/&psig=AOvVaw2wWqOObioWdraTasBnFS58&ust=1531509051336002
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl44j6oZrcAhWCPhQKHc8mB44QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/problem-solving/8092/&psig=AOvVaw2wWqOObioWdraTasBnFS58&ust=1531509051336002
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjl44j6oZrcAhWCPhQKHc8mB44QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://thenounproject.com/term/problem-solving/8092/&psig=AOvVaw2wWqOObioWdraTasBnFS58&ust=1531509051336002
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://tinyurl.com/yc2pacsq
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/
https://tinyurl.com/y9gpkagb
http://www.lemonde.fr/
http://www.lepoint.fr/
https://tinyurl.com/y9jsd9ch
http://www.rfi.fr/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/french/ted-talks-in-french/
https://www.fluentu.com/blog/french/ted-talks-in-french/
http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html
http://www.listenlive.eu/france.html
https://myheplus.com/subject/modern-and-medieval-languages
https://myheplus.com/subject/modern-and-medieval-languages
https://myheplus.com/subject/modern-and-medieval-languages
https://tinyurl.com/y7b4o9vl
https://www.mml.cam.ac.uk/french/resources/cv
https://www.mml.cam.ac.uk/french/resources/cv


 
 

Follow us at @heckgeog 

 

Geography 

Geography Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level historians; 

available in the Library. 

 

 

Prisoners of 

Geography – Tim 

Marshall 

 
A very accessible and engaging 

read, it explores the 

relationship between geography 

and international relations. 

Geography podcasts 
 

Some of the best-rated recent 

geography podcasts around can 

be found here: 

https://player.fm/featured/geogr

aphy  

 Ice Age Meltdown 

 

A good overview of how the 

Ice Age impacted on the world 

and how we know what we do 

about these processes.  

https://tinyurl.com/yd4ku7gh  

More than a River 
 

90 minute documentary 

explores the link between the 

Murray-Darling river and food 

supply. Great for water and 

carbon cycles. 

https://tinyurl.com/yca3tl5j  

OpenLearn 

Geography 

Excellent website with 

resources ranging from short 

clips to longer courses. 

https://tinyurl.com/y9w4y3rv  

National Geographic 

 

An excellent magazine 

covering all things geography, 

 

https://www.nationalgeograp

hic.com/   

Met Office 
 

 
Up to date weather, obviously, 
but did you know that the 

website has extensive ‘research’ 
and ‘learning’ sections on topics 

such as climate change and 
metrology. 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/res
earch   

The Natural 

History Museum 

 
One of the best museums of its 

kind in the world. Well worth 
the trip to London, but there are 

some great resources on their 
website if you can’t make it. 
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/  
 

A Brief History of 

Blackpool 

 

An excellent case study for 

the Changing Places unit. 

https://www.youtube.com/wa

tch?v=xaa3gdwx5P8  
 

HE+ Geography 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study geography at university. 

http://www.myheplus.com/su

bjects/geography 

What Has Nature 

Ever Done for Us? 

 

A challenging TED talk. Very 

useful for the Contemporary 

Urban Environments unit. 

https://tinyurl.com/y9lk553c  

Megacities 

 

Andrew Marr learns how the 

world's largest cities feed, 

protect and move their 

citizens 

Globalisation  - Paul 

Guinness 
 

Provides students with an in-

depth and current 

understanding of the issues and 

themes that define the topic 

Plate Tectonic 

Theory 

 
A useful article for 

understanding a core concept 

behind the Hazards topic. 

https://tinyurl.com/ybase9ap  
 

 

Visit 

Listen Read 

Watch 

Explore 

Solve 
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Follow us at 

@HGS_History 

 

History 

Modern History 

Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level historians; 

available in the Library. 

 

 

The Stuart Age – 

Barry Coward and 

Peter Gaunt 

 
Deepen your understanding of 

17th-century British history. 

Cambridge Virtual 

Classroom 

 
Explore what it might be like to 

study history as an 

undergraduate through these 

fantastic interactive resources 

and problems. 

https://tinyurl.com/ybbvqdvo   
 BBC Timeshift 

 

BBC 4 documentary series 

which ranges widely over 

Britain's 20th century social and 

cultural history. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8ag6udw  

Dan Snow’s History 

Hits 
Plenty of history podcasts are 

out there and worth your time. 

This is one of the best and 

features regular interviews with 

working historians.  

https://tinyurl.com/y8bj7fnw  

History and Policy 

Aims to put contemporary 

social and political 

developments into historical 

context. 

 

http://www.historyandpolicy.or

g/ 

BBC history 

magazines 

 
BBC History Magazine is a 

popular and accessible 

magazine. History Today is a 

little more serious. 

Google Arts and 

Culture 
 

You have a supercomputer in 

your pocket. Use it to visit 

some of the best museums and 

art galleries in the world.  

https://artsandculture.google.co

m/  

Visit local museums 

 
The north is home to many 

wonderful museums. We especially 

like: 

People’s History Museum 

(Manchester) 

Yorkshire Museum (York) 

Holocaust Exhibition and Learning 

Centre  (Huddersfield) 
In Our Time 

 
A wonderful programme, in 

which leading experts discuss a 

topic at length. A great way 

into unfamiliar topics. 

https://tinyurl.com/y864mxud  

HE+ History 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study history at university. 

https://myheplus.com/subject

/history 

In Defence of 

History– Richard 

Evans 

 

An excellent introduction to 

the historian’s craft. 

A History of the 

Word in 100 Objects 

 
If you can get to London to vist 

the British Museum, do; if you 

can’t, this outstanding series tells 

the story of human history 

through 100 of its exhibits.  

https://tinyurl.com/y9evccfq  

Revolutionary 

Russia, 1891-1991 – 

Orlando Figes 

 
Deepen your understanding of 

revolutionary Russia through 

this accessible and very 

engaging work. 

Better Day Coming 

– Adam Fairclough 

 
An excellent way to extend 

your understanding of civil 

rights and race relations in the 

US. 

 

 
Visit 

Listen Read 

Watch 

Explore 

Solve 
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Mathematics and Further Mathematics 

Chalk Dust 
 

A magazine for the 

mathematically curious 

containing entertaining articles 

and puzzles. 

http://chalkdustmagazine.com 

 

Hidden Figures 

 
A movie about a team of female 

African-Americans mathematics 

who worked for NASA 

Numberphiles 

 

Lots of short, engaging and 

accessible videos about 

mathematical problems. 

 

http://www.numberphile.com 

Famous 

Mathematicians 

Research influential 

mathematicians, from Ada 

Lovelace to John Forbes 

Nash, Jr. 
https://famous-

mathematicians.com 
 

 How Many Socks 

Make a Pair? - Rob 

Eastaway 

 

A fun and lively book that 

applies abstract mathematics 

principles to everyday 

problems. 

Plus Mathematics 

 

Aims to introduce readers to 

the beauty and the practical 

applications of mathematics. 

Incudes information about 

careers and puzzles 

https://plus.maths.org/content/ 

Cut the Knot 

 

An encyclopaedic collection 

of mathematics games, 

problems, puzzles, and 

articles. 

 
https://www.cut-the-knot.org/ 

NRICH 

 
Challenging maths problems 
set with solutions! 

 
https://nrich.maths.org/ 

Senior 

Mathematics 

Challenge  

 
Organised by UKMT. Ask your 

teacher for further details. 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/individ

ual-competitions/senior-

challenge/  

Mentor another 

student 
 

The best way to develop and 

embed your understanding is to 

teach. Discuss this opportunity 

with your maths teacher. 

 Underground 

Mathematics   

 

A collection of thought-

provoking problems at A 

level. 
https://undergroundmathematic

s.org 

 The Secret 

Mathematicians by 

Professor Marcus du 

Sautoy 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=WyZxnskUJSM 

 

Bletchley Park, 

Milton Keynes 

 

Home of the mathematicians 

who cracked the Enigma 

code during the Second 

World War. 

 

Fermat’s Last 

Theorem - Simon 

Singh 
Tells the story of the search for 

a proof of Fermat's last 

theorem and explores how 

many mathematicians had tried 

and failed to provide a proof 

for the theorem. 

  
Ritangle 
 

An integral maths 

competition for teams of A 

level students: 

https://integralmaths.org/rita

ngle/ 

 

Visit 

Compete 

Read Watch 

Mentor Explore Solve 
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Follow us at 

@HGSMusicDrama 

 

Music 

Listen to lots of 
music 

Explore the Spotify playlists of 

the set works and linked 

composers. Regularly listen to a 

variety of music (Classical, 

world, jazz, pop etc.) A free 

version is available. 

Howard Goodall's 
Story of Music 

 

A TV documentary series, 

incorporating classical, jazz 

and pop. 
https://tinyurl.com/y9qbu9wu  

 

Practice 
composition 

Get 'Sibelius Free'. Get used to the 

features. Practice composing short 

melodies and accompaniments. 

(NB the full version is very 

expensive and there is no need to 

buy it).    

http://www.avid.com/sibelius-first 

Music First 
 

Interactive app that is full of 

information on instruments, 

music theory & course support 

materials. 

 

See your music teacher for 

more details. 

On the Track: A 

Guide to 

Contemporary Film 

Scoring– Fred Karlin 

 
A copy is available in the school 

library. 

Score: A film music 

documentary 

Top Hollywood film composers 

discuss how they compose 

music for film. 

 

A copy is available in the school 

library. 

AS Music 

Composition 

Workbook– Steadman and 

Charlton 

 
A guide to developing your 

composition skills. 

BBC Proms 

 
Watch some of the BBC Proms 

concert season. These run from 

July to Sept each year. Youtube 

has many of the previous 

performances too - including 

many of your set works. 

 Practice your 

instrument/voice 

 

Get into the habit of 

recording yourself on your 

smartphone/iPad. Listen back 

to the recording and make 

notes of how to improve. 

A Level Music 

Harmony 

Workbook 1– Hugh 

Benham  

 
An excellent companion to 

your harmony work. Copy 

available in the school library. 

Twentieth Century 

Greats – The 

Beatles and Bernard 

Herrmann 
 

Two episodes that cover set 

works (Revolver and Psyhco)  

IMSLP - Petrucci 

Music Library   

 
Scores for most classical pieces 

available to freely download. 

Listen and practice score 

reading 

https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Pag

e 
Watch live music 

 
See as much live music as 

possible; amateur and 

professional. This will help you 

to develop your ability to 

appreciate, analyse and evaluate 

music of all types. 

 

 Analyse A level set 

works 

 
A playlist is available on 

YouTube or Spotify. 

 

https://tinyurl.com/ydcxnjsk  

Perform in public 

 
Join the school or external 

music groups, or form your 

own group or ensemble. The 

more you experience you have 

of performing the better you 

will get. 

  

 
Visit 

Read 

Watch 

Explore 

Create 

Listen 

https://tinyurl.com/y9qbu9wu
http://www.avid.com/sibelius-first
https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://imslp.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://tinyurl.com/ydcxnjsk
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiLht3EnZrcAhWJuRQKHRgfDSEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/outline-icons-by-iconsmind/Internet-icon.html&psig=AOvVaw3VE7fA-LaL0E8ZRZQ5HAIc&ust=1531507848813054
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiV28Kh1rfcAhWNr6QKHWB-CB4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://m.veryicon.com/icons/system/swanky-outlines/15-light-bulb.html&psig=AOvVaw21TAPTw_gSk-Zi5sa2Ofc8&ust=1532519497640777


 
 

Follow us at @pe_hgs 

 

Physical Education 

PE Focus 
 

 

Research articles covering all 

aspects of A level PE and 

more in-depth research 

sports science degree level. 

Research the 

representation of 

sport in the media 

Create a scrapbook of how a 

sport, sportsperson or sporting 

issue is represented in the 

media. Try padlet as a good 

online scrapbook. 

https://en-gb.padlet.com/   

Sports Coach  
 

 

Training methods and fitness 

testing 

 

www.brianmac.co.uk 

National Football 

Museum 
 
Just a train journey away in 

Manchester. The People’s History 

Museum (more or less next door) 

is also brilliant on the social history 

of sport and leisure.  

Coach’s Eye 

 

Use this clever app to 

analyse and improve your 

technique in your chosen 

sport.  Free trial is available. 

https://www.coachseye.com/  

  

Real Bodywork 

 
An app that explains and illustrates 

the most common trigger points 

and referral patterns for over 70 

muscles. Available for Android and 

IOS. 

http://www.realbodywork.com/mo

bile-apps/  

 Represent the 

school in a sport 

 
Pursue your chosen sport at 

school level. 

 

Why not aim for the captaincy 

or try something new? 

Bounce: The Myth of 

Talent and the Power 

of Practice – Matthew Syed 
 

Two-time Olympian and sports 

writer and broadcaster 

Matthew Syed draws on the 

latest in neuroscience and 

psychology to uncover the 

secrets of top athletes.  

Play sport at club 

or county level 

 

Pursue your chosen sport to 

club level and challenge 

yourself to attend a new 

one. 

Moneyball– Michael 

Lewis  

 

A highly-influential account of 

how a successful baseball team 

was built on a shoestring 

budget, by using evidence-based 

data analysis. Its influence was 

felt well beyond baseball and 

sports science. 

Create a coaching 
plan for beginners 

 
Take a sport or activity of your 

choice and create a coaching plan. 

Use the ‘Coach to 5k’ plan as a 

template. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-

well/exercise/couch-to-5k-week-

by-week/  

TeachPE 
 

 

A website that explores the 

theory behind sports coaching. 

 

www.teachpe.com   

  

The Physiological 

Society  
 

An excellent resource for those 

interested in the intersections 

between sport, exercise and 

medicine. Free access to recent 

research papers. 

http://www.physoc.org/   

 PE Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library and 

via Moodle. 
 

House 

competitions 

 
Take a lead at sporting events in 

the Lees Cup, either competing at 

senior level or coaching/officiating 

at lower levels. 

 

 
Visit Read Explore Compete Create 
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Follow us at @hgs_physics 

 

Physics 

Physics Review 

 
Excellent reading about all 

aspects of physics. Extend your 

knowledge, understanding and 

exam technique with these 

interesting and informative 

articles, just right for A-level. 

available in the Library. 

BBC Horizon 

 
 

The BBC’s flagship science 

programme. Always worth 

watching. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/e

pisode/b06b9tnx/horizon-

20142015-18-cosmic-dawn-the-

real-moment-of-creation 

Institute of Physics 

 
A gateway to a range of 

fantastic online resources. 

 

Free membership is available 

for 16-19 year olds. 

 

http://www.physics.org/   

 IOP TAP (Institute 

of Physics: Teaching 

A-level Physics)  

 

A whole A-level course with 

notes, questions, worked 

solutions and experiments.  

http://tap.iop.org/ 

Cosmos – Carl Sagan 

 
A hugely popular and influential 

exploration of the universe. 

Available in the school library.  

Isaac Physics 

For help with lots of 

examples of  physics 

problems with a wide range 

of difficulty (up to University 

entrance standard) try: 
https://isaacphysics.org/ 
 

Surely You’re 

Joking, Mr Feynman! 

– Richard Feynman. 

 
An accessible, funny read of a 

life in physics, filled with rich 

anecdotes. Available in the 

school library.  

Galaxy Zoo 

 
Take part in Oxford 

University’s astronomy 

research project. 

https://www.zooniverse.org/

projects/zookeeper/galaxy-

zoo/   

Physics World 

podcasts 

 

Regular, 30-minute podcasts 

on a variety of physics topics. 

 

https://physicsworld.com/l/au

dio/   

The Infinite Monkey 

Cage 

 

Lots of up-to –date 

discussion about science 

topics on Radio 4. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/progr

ammes/b00snr0w 

HE+ Physics 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study politics at uni. 

http://www.myheplus.com/sub
jects/physics  

Why does E= mc2? 
– Brian Cox and Jeff 

Forshaw 

 

An exciting, challenging and 

yet accessible explanation of 

the theory of relativity.  

British Physics 

Olympiad 

 

A wide range of challenging 

physics competitions for A-

level students.  

 

http://www.physics.ox.ac.uk/

olympiad/   

Galileo’s Finger – 

Peter Atkins 

 

An exploration of science 

through ten essential 

theories.  

 Phet simulations 

 

 

Many excellent on-line 

simulations to illustrate 

physics concepts. 

https://phet.colorado.edu/en/

simulations/category/physics  

 

Read Watch Listen Explore Solve 

Compete 
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Follow us at @HGS_History 

 

Politics 

Politics Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library. 

 

 

The A-level Politics 

Show 

 
An excellent podcast series, 

aimed at A-level Politics 

students. 

BBC News Online 

 
Keeping up to date with 

current affairs is essential to 

success in, and enjoyment of, 

politics. The BBC is a great 

place to start, with a range of 

politics sub-sections. 

www.bbc.co.uk/news  
 UCL Constitution 

Unit 

Blogs and longer, in-depth 

reports on a variety of UK 

constitutional issues. 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/constitutio

n-unit/ 

Daily newspapers 

 
It’s great to read a range of 

styles and editorial positions. 

Try the Times, Guardian and 

Telegraph for the UK, and the 

New York Times and Washington 

Post for the US.  

Politics and Policy 

An excellent blog by the LSE, 

with contributions by 

academics in a range of social 

and political science fields. 

 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsand

policy/ 

The Economist 
 

A long-running weekly news 

magazine with a broadly liberal 

editorial stance (socially and 

economically). Brilliant on 

analysis of UK, US and 

international politics.  

Newsnight 

 
More analytical than most news 

programmes. It tends to cover 

two or three major stories in 

great depth, complete with 

tough interviews of leading 

political figures. BBC 2, 

weeknights at 22.30.  

The People’s 
History Museum, 

Manchester 

 
A museum of radical protest 

and democracy in the UK from 

c1750 until the present. A great 

day out. 

https://phm.org.uk/  

Talking Politics 

 
A weekly podcast hosted by 

the University of Cambridge. 

Analyses the political issues of 

the day. Back catalogue of over 

100 episodes and counting! 
https://www.talkingpoliticspodc

ast.com/ 

HE+ Politics 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study politics at uni. 

http://www.myheplus.com/su
bjects/politics  

BBC History of 

Ideas  

 

Accessible introduction to 

key issues in political 

philosophy, including liberty 

and justice.  

The UK Parliament, 

Westminster 

 

Well worth a visit, and you 

can organise a tour through 

your MP. There’s a fantastic 

website too: 

https://www.parliament.uk/  

 

Prisoners of 

Geography – Tim 

Marshall 

 
A very clear-sighted and readable 

introduction to international 

relations, driven by the convincing 

idea that global politics is largely 

determined by geographical reality. 

RealClearPolitics 

 

 
A vast, brilliant website for 

analysis and commentary on 

recent developments in the US. 

Collates articles from a range 

of sources. 
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/  
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Psychology 

Psychology Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library, with 

a comprehensive archive. 

 

12 Angry Men 

 
One of the best films ever 

made. It’s also a great 

opportunity to apply concepts 

and theories from the course 

to the various personalities and 

situations. 

Authentic 

Happiness - Martin 

Seligman 
 
The author shows us that 

happiness is more a product of 

internal conditions than 

external factors. 

 British 

Psychological 

Society Research Digest 

Summaries of some of the most 

cutting-edge psychological 

research. 

https://digest.bps.org.uk/ 

Thinking Fast and 

Slow – Daniel 

Kahneman 
 

The author argues that our 

minds are composed of two 

parts-an instinctive and primal 

section, and a more critical and 

rational section.   

British 

Psychological 

Society  
 

An excellent gateway to 

public and academic 

psychology. 

www.bps.org.uk  
The Opening of 

Skinner’s Box – Lauren 

Slater 

 
Explores the twentieth century 
through a series of ten 

fascinating, witty and sometimes 
shocking accounts of its key 

psychological experiments.  

The Lucifer Effect: 

Understanding 

How Good People Turn 

Evil. 

 
TED talk by Philip Zimbardo.  

https://www.youtube.com/watc

h?v=2-Kii-P7vwQ   

The Psychology of 

Tyranny: Did 

Milgram Get It Wrong?  

 
A recent critique of one of the 

most influential psychological 

theories and experiments of the 

20th century.  

https://tinyurl.com/yatrb8r3  

Mind Changers 

 
A Radio 4 series exploring the 

development of the science of 

psychology. The 33-episode 

archive includes interviews with 

practising psychologists. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programme

s/b008cy1j  

HE+ Psychology 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study pschology at uni. 

http://www.myheplus.com/su

bjects/psychology 

The Curious Incident 

of the Dog in the 

Night-time– Mark Haddon 

 
A (brilliant) murder mystery 

novel narrated by a boy who 

displays symptoms similar to 

those of Asperger's Syndrome. 

Chester Zoo (or 

similar) 

 

A great way to explore 
evolutionary psychology.  

Investigate talks available at 

different zoos in advance of 

booking/visiting 

The Man Who 

Mistook His Wife 

for a Hat –Oliver Sacks 

 
Stories of a number of individuals 

who, as a result of brain damage, 

are afflicted with fantastic 

perceptual and intellectual 

aberrations. 

The Psychologist 

 

 
A free, online version of the 

British Psychological Society’s 

journal. Essential! 

http://thepsychologist.bps.org.u

k/  
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Religious studies 

RS Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library, with 

a comprehensive archive. 

 

TED Talks - 

Religion 

 
A selection of engaging and 

thought-provoking talks on 

religious matters. 

https://www.ted.com/topics/reli

gion  

BBC Religion 
 

 

This BBC website is regularly 

updated with fascinating articles 

exploring controversial 

religious and ethical issues. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion  

 Beyond Belief 

 

Radio 4 series exploring the 

influence of faith and belief in 

the modern world. Extensive 

archive of over 200 episodes. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/program

mes/b006s6p6   

God Curious: 

Exploring Eternal 

Questions – Stephen Curry 
 

A book intended to 

encourage sixth formers 

(and others) to consider 

studying theology. 

Justice: What’s the 

Right Thing to Do? 
 

A highly-engaging exploration 

of categorical and 

consequentialist moral 

reasoning, by a leading 

Harvard philosopher. 

http://justiceharvard.org/   
The God Delusion – 

Richard Dawkins 

 
A popular and controversial 
discussion of arguments for and 
against the existence of God. 

Marianne Talbot 

Philosophy 

 
An interesting introduction to 

philosophy through a series of 

podcasts. 

https://tinyurl.com/y7thw4b7  

Global Christianity 

 
Check out this sample lecture 

from the University of 

Cambridge’s Divinity 

department. 

https://sms.cam.ac.uk/media/206

1238   

Everything We 

Know Is Wrong   

 
A thoughtful podcast on 

science and knowledge. A great 

complement to work on 

secularism. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8mvc7pa  

HE+ Religious 

Studies 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study theology at uni. 

http://www.myheplus.com/su

bjects/religious-studies 

Ian Ramsey Centre 

for Science and 

Religion 

 
The IRC conducts research into 

religious beliefs and theological 

concepts in relation to the 

sciences. 

https://www.ianramseycentre

.info/  

In Our Time 

 
An enormous back catalogue of 

engaging seminar-style 

discussions of topics related to 

religion, philosophy and ethics.  

https://tinyurl.com/y7xe36sh  

Philosopher Kings 

 
Explore learning resources 

written for students studying A-

level Religious Studies and 

Philosophy. 

http://www.philosopherkings.co

.uk/  

British Religion in 

Numbers 

 
Numbers aren’t just for 

statisticians! This online religion 

data resource asks (and helps 

to answer) questions about 

British religious trends. 

http://www.brin.ac.uk/   
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Sociology 

Sociology Review 

 

Quarterly journal aimed at 

ambitious A-level students; 

available in the Library, with 

a comprehensive archive. 

 

The Wire 

 
One of the best TV dramas 

ever made. Analyse content 

from a sociological view point – 

think about the reasons for the 

development of subcultural 

groups, law enforcement and 

police corruption. (Warning – 

adult content) 

The Female 

Eunuch – Germaine 

Greer 
 
The classic text on second-

wave feminism. 

 TED Talks 

 

Check out this entire section 

on sociology – lots of brilliant 

ideas and new research in bite-

sized chunks. 

www.ted.com/topics/sociology  

Economy and 

Society– Max Weber 
 

An outline of interpretive 

sociology by Max Weber 

Thinking Allowed 

 

A fantastic BBC Radio 4 

series which covers a range 

of sociological topics. 

Massive online archive, too. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/progr

ammes/b006qy05  

The God Delusion – 

Richard Dawkins 

 
A popular and controversial 
discussion of the existence of 

god and the influence of religion 

on society.   

Bowling for 

Columbine 

 
Make notes on views 

concerning gun crime and 

gun laws in America (warning 

– adult content). Available in 

the Library. 

The Psychology of 

Evil 

 

Philip Zimbardo lectures 

about Abu Ghraib prison and 

how good people “turn evil. 

https://tinyurl.com/p86ymd3  

Everything We 

Know Is Wrong   

 
A thoughtful podcast on 

science and knowledge. A great 

complement to our work on 

secularism. 

https://tinyurl.com/y8mvc7pa  

HE+ Sociology 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study sociology at uni. 

http://www.myheplus.com/su

bjects/sociology 

British Sociological 

Association 

 

Brings together sociologists, 

research and projects from 

across the UK. Worth 

exploring. 

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/  

A Subversive 

History of School 

Reform 
Professor Alison Wolf of King's 

College London explores the 

post-war history of school 

reform in England. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/program

mes/b07knmpc  

The Sociological 

Imagination –C. 

Wright Mills 

 
A hugely-influential work on the 

pursuit of social science.  

Weber’s The 

Protestant Ethic 

 

In this episode of In Our 

Time, Melvyn Bragg and 

guests discuss Weber’s 

influential work.  

https://tinyurl.com/y7lv5lty  
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Spanish 

Spanish in the 

Library 

 
Go to the Spanish section in 

the library and look for books 

and magazine articles you might 

be interested in reading  
 

Spanish films 

 

 

Watch another film by the 

filmmaker you are studying 

and write a review. 

Hot Potatoes 
 
 

A website crammed full of 

extension resources from 

GCSE all the way up to year 13 

content at A-level. 

https://tinyurl.com/yc2pacsq  

 BBC Languages - 

Spanish 

Including links to Spanish news, 

TV and radio. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/language

s/spanish/index.shtml  

Literary texts 
 

 

Read another book by the 

author of your set book and 

write a review  
 

Explore Spanish 

websites  
 

Take a look at El País or El 

Mundo and note down 20 

new items of vocabulary. 

www.elmundo.es   

www.elpais.es  
MultiKultura 

 

Free online resources for 

Modern Foreign Language 

learning, designed by the 

University of Cambridge and 

aimed at sixth formers. 

 

http://www.multikultura.org.m
k/  

Watch the news in 

Spanish 

 
Explore these Spanish 

broadcasters’ websites. 

www.canalsur.es  

www.telecinco.es/informativ

os/   
   

TED talks en 

Español 

A whole-range of interesting 

TED talks, on a variety of 

topics, delivered in Spanish. 

English subtitles available.  

 

https://tinyurl.com/y774xxgd   

Spanish radio 

 
Try the following websites to 

help develop your Spanish 

listening skills. Listenlive.eu has 

loads of stations that you can 

access for free. 

http://www.listenlive.eu/spain

.html   

HE+ Modern 

Languages 

 
A website full of stretch and 

challenge activities. Great fun, 

and perfect those applying to 

study MFL at uni. 

http://www.myheplus.com/su

bjects/modern-languages 

Translation 

exercises 

 
Dr Geoffrey Kantari of the 

University of Cambridge has set 

up this open-access resource 

for current undergrads. Great 

for stretch and chellenge! 

http://people.ds.cam.ac.uk/egk1

0/trans/  

Research the 

possibility of 

working or studying in 

Spain 

 

www.studying-in-

spain.com/working-in-spain/   

 

Research a Spanish-

speaking country 

 

Write a review of your 

findings. What did you find 

the most interesting? 

Plan a trip 

 

 
Plan a visit to a Spanish-

speaking country or region. 

What would you visit? How 

would you look into and book 

accommodation?   

 

Read Watch Listen Explore 

Experience 

Create 

Solve 
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