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Year 13 students NOT wanting to attend 
university

If you are a Year 13 student and you do not want to go to university, can you, 
please email Mrs Jervis.

Before doing so make sure your UCAS application has everything EXCEPT the 
personal statement and choices complete.

This is so to help keep your options open later, should you change your mind



Hear how an investment banker made it...

Thursday 12th October

Foo5 12.30-1.10

Mr Zafar will talk about being an entrepreneur.

He is amazing, made his money as an investment banker and then left to start his own 
business. He does a lot to support others.



PWC

If you have students looking for opportunities straight from school or college, our 
full-time School and College leaver programmes are designed to help them 
develop their business skills through real client work, while also completing formal 
training and studying towards qualifications.

Perhaps your students are looking for an opportunity where they can gain a 
degree and begin their career. Our Flying Start degree programmes offer the 
opportunity to kick-start a career and go to university.

Attend our upcoming Virtual Classroom event series where they can learn more 
about our opportunities, gain top tips for the application process, and find support 
in writing their UCAS personal statement.

Look here for events

https://click.email.ucas.com/?qs=b0623c08ca0c8fa1961438220f004fa814be54abf94809f10d928e32052f8040ae52a786872f29840451b34e0ec4fa3c24f8031764c9bb40
https://click.email.ucas.com/?qs=b0623c08ca0c8fa1ee48e553de00c7a2729526726bd84495465691198274233a9da631a60d2aabda45e22565c79680bf4c4263ef9a23b3ab
https://jobs.pwc.co.uk/school/uk/en/events?from=5&relavance=date


Hull York Medical School

If your students are interested in applying to 
study Medicine or Medicine with a Gateway Year with us, you may 
be interested to know how we select applications for interview.

In our video (above), we explain how applications are scored and 
ranked for interview. To ensure that applicants are given equal, fair, 
and inclusive consideration, we score information that is provided 
by all candidates: their UCAT results, GCSEs or equivalent, and social 
and population data (called contextual data).

You can find full details of our selection procedure on our website.

Ready to apply to us?

If your students meet our entry requirements and they have a 
passion for helping people, solving problems and for making a 
difference, these are the key characteristics that we look for in our 
medical applicants and we encourage them to apply to us.

The UCAS closing date for applications for Medicine and Medicine 
with a Gateway Year is approaching!

Applications must be submitted by 16 October 2023 at 6pm (UK 
time).

https://marketingandcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-slhttyd-dumkuydiu-j/
https://marketingandcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-slhttyd-dumkuydiu-t/
https://marketingandcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-slhttyd-dumkuydiu-i/
https://marketingandcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-slhttyd-dumkuydiu-d/
https://marketingandcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-slhthtk-dumkuydiu-y/
https://marketingandcommunications.cmail19.com/t/j-l-slhthtk-dumkuydiu-j/


Magdalen College, Oxford

Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators

The Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators is a UK-wide creative translation 
competition for students aged 11-18 studying French, German, Italian, Mandarin 

and Spanish. 

The competition will run over several weeks from 5 February to 28 March 
2024. Area and national winners will be announced in May or June 2023. They 

will receive certificates and national winners will receive book prizes. Over 
15,000 students participated in the competition in 2023: see the list of winners 

and commendations in 2023.

There are a number of related activities run by the Queen's Translation 
Exchange that pupils can participate in, details of which can be found here.

Contact the Translation Exchange 
team at translation.exchange@queens.ox.ac.uk.

https://magd.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfb5225c9909ac5630667fe6a&id=90ba943cba&e=e703baf24c
https://magd.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfb5225c9909ac5630667fe6a&id=9b072955d3&e=e703baf24c
https://magd.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfb5225c9909ac5630667fe6a&id=4ce60f3752&e=e703baf24c
mailto:translation.exchange@queens.ox.ac.uk


University of Bradford
Interested in applying to Medicine?

Why not consider our Clinical Sciences degree...? Clinical Sciences is a multidisciplinary course with a clinical focus and 
strong emphasis on anatomy, physiology and evidence-based medicine.

Clinical sciences graduates have progressed to postgraduate study, leading to careers in medicine, the healthcare 
sciences and other healthcare roles such as:

• Physician Associate

• Dentist

• Healthcare Manager

• Health Commission Associate

• NHS Analyst

• Medical Sales

https://www.bradford.ac.uk/undergraduate/subjects/clinical-sciences-medicine/?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=ug-subject-clinical-sciences-medicine&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter


University of Bradford (2)
Mid Yorks Adult Nursing Programme Open Evening & Webinars

The University of Bradford and Mid Yorkshire Teaching NHS Trust have partnered to establish an off-site nursing school and 
degree programme at Dewsbury and District Hospital.

Wednesday 18th October – Open Evening 15:00 – 19:00
Programme structure, writing a good application, and good academic writing strategies.

Wednesday 15th November – Online Webinar 19:00 – 20:00
What to expect, interview preparation and Q&A session.
You can book your place at any of the Mid Yorks Open Days & Webinars here

Bradford Life Blogs

10 tips for a brilliant UCAS application
Completing a UCAS application is a major stepping stone to securing a place at university. To help you on your way, here are 
10 tips for a brilliant UCAS application.

8 must-do's when studying in Yorkshire
We’ve put together a list of the very best things to experience during your time studying in Yorkshire.

You can find all our blog posts here, from what it's like to study, to information about our research activity, you'll find a blog by 
the University of Bradford that suits your interests.

https://www.bradford.ac.uk/courses/ug/nursing-adult-dewsbury-bsc/?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=ug-course-nursing-adult-dewsbury&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/blogs/bradford-life/10-tips-for-a-brilliant-ucas-application.php?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=blogs-bradford-life-ucas-application&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/blogs/bradford-life/8-must-dos-when-studying-in-yorkshire.php?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=blogs-bradford-life-8-must-do&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/blogs/?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=blogs&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter


Swansea – pathways to medicine

To find out more visit here

https://www.swansea.ac.uk/medicine/pathways/?fbclid=IwAR1tyEdgzhLRR6oc_M8SgeqdobUAofRW_3Gjz5-AxwVk2591xToRlU3dTvQ_aem_ATLTcU3BzdGD0Yx9SFLumwaxLplxf6YWDZ60pTRc4DpEpZ1NAKzQ6zq4KbgpoUE6qYs


Cambridge Physics Centre Sixth Form Lectures

Cambridge Physics Centre Sixth Form Lectures

This lecture series for students in Year 12 and 13 aims to enthuse, stimulate, and challenge students and their teachers 
across the whole broad spectrum of physics-related topics. It is a live event at the Cavendish Laboratory, with an 
interactive Isaac Physics problem solving session starting at 5pm and lectures from 6pm-7pm. The next lecture, titled 
‘Seeing Early Cancer in a New Light’ will be delivered by Professor Sarah Bohndiek and take place on 6 November.

Find out more here.

https://outreach.phy.cam.ac.uk/programme/cpc


Private Study

It is a COMPULSORY hour of independent study and must not be missed or sanctions will be set.

You must sign in promptly with Hez upstairs in the quiet room within the JCC.

If you study EPQ or study 4 A level subjects you do NOT have private studies.

It will show on your timetable as PSP with Mrs Bev Sheard, Hez is currently covering Private studies until she returns.

Any blanks on your timetable are non-contact periods for you to work independently, anywhere in the JCC or library. You do not need to sign 
in anywhere for non-contacts.

If you have a cancelled lesson at any time, you must come and register with Donna in the JCC.



Year 12



How to become a doctor
Free UCAS conferences for students interested in becoming doctors has opened. Conference Registration Form: https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO

Upcoming Dates:
Saturday 7th October Sunday 8th October Saturday 28th October Sunday 29th October

The Get into Medicine UCAS Conference is a comprehensive guide to the medical application process. The doctors and medical students will cover:
- Application Timelines
- How to Tactically Choose Medical Schools
- CV Building
- Personal Statements
- Medical School Interviews
-UCAT - Entrance Exams to Medical School
- Medical Leadership and Awards Programmes
- Accessing Work Experience
- Accessing Scholarships

Here’s how the day will run:
9:30-10.00 Registration
10.00-11:00 Quick introduction to Medic Mentor, overview of the day, competition ratios, application timeline, Awards and Scholarships
11:00-11:15 Break
11.15-11.45 Introduction to the UCAS application form and entry requirements
11.45-12.15 Interactive CV building exercise and exclusive access to leadership, research, presentation, publication, prizes and scholarship opportunities
12.15-12.30 Top tips form a successful applicant (medical student)
12:30-12:45 Break
12.45-13.30 How to write the perfect personal statement
13.30-13.45 Break
13.45-14.10 Entrance exams - how to do ace the UCAT
14.10-14.30 How to prepare for Medical School interviews
14.30-15.00 Top tips form a successful applicant (medical student) and next steps

https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO


Want to be an Oxbridge student?

Look at this article, based 
on UCAS data, comparing the total 
number of accepted students to the 
total number of applicants, these are 
the subjects with the highest 
acceptance rates at Oxford and 
Cambridge.

https://thetab.com/uk/2023/10/03/oxbridge-easiest-subjects-331846
https://www.ucas.com/data-and-analysis/ucas-undergraduate-releases


Lancaster University

Lancaster University are hosting lots of exciting subject webinars with Unifrog this month:

Why study Biosciences? - Wednesday 4th October @ 5pm

Want to help find the solution to the climate crisis, novel diseases and pandemics, and mass extinctions? Lancaster University provide a complete and holistic approach to 

studying the science of life, from the biochemical pathways and processes that drive cells, to global ecosystems and everything in between. Sign up now to learn more 

about Biosciences and whether this could be the best next step for you.

Why study Politics? - Tuesday 10th October @ 5pm

Politics is an ever-evolving subject that decides the fate of nations across the world. Join Lancaster University to learn more about studying Politics at university, from 

making sense of power and policy, to understanding the world's biggest challenges, and find out whether it could be the right next step for you.

Why study Sports and Exercise Science? - Thursday 12th October @ 5pm

Sports and Exercise Science looks at how athletes move, think, and react under pressure; how their bodies respond to exercise, from population health to monitoring elite 

athletic performance. At Lancaster University, you’ll gain the hard skills of a sports and exercise scientist and the transferrable skills that will make you valuable to a range of 

employers. Sign up now to discover a future in sports and exercise science.

https://www.unifrog.org/events/for-students

https://gro.cmail19.com/t/j-l-sqhjz-dkdhuihya-z/
https://gro.cmail19.com/t/j-l-sqhjz-dkdhuihya-v/
https://gro.cmail19.com/t/j-l-sqhjz-dkdhuihya-e/
https://www.unifrog.org/events/for-students


Lucy Cavendish, Cambridge

STEMSMART 2024 Applications now open!

Deadline: 31st October

STEM SMART is a free, 17-month programme to support students in raising their attainment at school and develop their 
confidence to apply to study physical or biological sciences, engineering or computer science at top universities.

Each week students will be set some work that will complement the work that they are doing as part of their school 
studies. A large group online tutorial in each subject will be provided in each week to go over the work. Students will 

also be assigned a Cambridge student as a mentor, whom they will meet online once a fortnight to discuss a number of 
themes concerning studying at university, for example; university life, choosing courses and applying to university. Two 

live subject-focussed talks will also be given by researchers from the university about their cutting-edge work.

Eligible students in England, Wales and Northern Ireland will normally satisfy ALL of the following academic criteria:

• Have achieved at least a grade 7 (A) in GCSE Maths

• Have achieved either at least grades 66 (BB) in double Science GCSE or grade 6 (B) in two separate sciences from 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology.

• Currently be studying or have studied Maths and at least one further subject from Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 
Computer Science and Further Maths at A Level or equivalent (eg IB Higher Level).

Register here

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart


Lucy Cavendish, Cambridge

The Lucy Cavendish Academic Attainment Programme

Deadline: 9th October

The Lucy Cavendish College Academic Attainment Programme provides high-achieving Year 12 students with 10 months 
of comprehensive supplementary academic support tailored to their stage in the curriculum, giving them the best 

chance of achieving their full potential.

Students will participate in regular subject-specific enrichment classes in each of their core A-Level (Scottish Higher/IB) 
subjects, with the aim of strengthening their subject knowledge and building confidence in their current studies. In 

addition to these, students will attend monthly discussion groups to develop their oracy, critical thinking, and problem-
solving skills. A range of subject taster sessions, alongside the completion of a Project, will allow students to explore 

their subject interests further and think more seriously about possible degree choices. Throughout, students will also 
receive advice from our Admissions Team on every stage of the application process so that they can make their 

university applications as competitive as possible.

Apply here

https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/academic-attainment-programme


Cambridge opportunities
Digital Mental Health Masterclass

Date: November 2nd, 5-6 pm GMT

As part of the Catz Masterclass series, Catz Mphil student in the Medical Sciences William Lan is hosting an online webinar on the topic of Digital Mental Health.

Join us for a concise exploration of mental health's significance today, including its challenges. Discover the impact of digital mental health solutions, the range of mental health issues, and 
stigma. Explore healthcare technology's growth, driven by COVID-19, and various digital tools' benefits. Address critical concerns like privacy, data security, and technology reliance. Dive 
into research, real-life stories, and professional insights on digital interventions and their integration with traditional care. Uncover the future with AI, VR, and regulatory considerations. 

Concluding with key takeaways, engage in a Q&A session to deepen your understanding. Register here

Queen’s College Black Access Day

Deadline: 15th October

Queens' is hosting a Black Creatives Festival from 26th-28th October. The Festival seeks to harness black artists working in Cambridge and beyond, as well as widening knowledge and 
access to creative spaces within the University. As part of the event Queens' will be running an in-person Access Day on Friday 27th October for Black identifying Yr 12 (or equiv.) students 
from state-maintained schools who are interested in both studying at selective Universities and an interest in creative arts or in working in a creative industry. Students will need to make 

their own travel arrangements. Register here

Girton College Modern Language Taster Day

Deadline: 15th October

Queens' is hosting a Black Creatives Festival from 26th-28th October. The Festival seeks to harness black artists working in Cambridge and beyond, as well as widening knowledge and 
access to creative spaces within the University. As part of the event Queens' will be running an in-person Access Day on Friday 27th October for Black identifying Yr 12 (or equiv.) students 
from state-maintained schools who are interested in both studying at selective Universities and an interest in creative arts or inworking in a creative industry. Students will need to make 

their own travel arrangements. Register here

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_IeeBHnvvQvuMrT6_NkDCOA#/registration
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_beE9oepgd8ysqdU
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSea8VWkXfPhrJ7rKMGF32hWEfZJUeCJ_8fPIS7xwsenT59IIg/viewform


Cambridge opportunities
Lucy Cavendish College KS4 Geography Taster Day 2023

Are you curious about the world around you? Interested in understanding the complex relationships between people and the environment? If you’re a Year 10 or 11 student (S3 or S4 in 
Scotland/Y11 or Y12 in N.I.) attending a non-fee-paying UK school, this is a great opportunity explore geographical concepts and phenomena that shape our planet.

Taster lectures and discussion will allow you to delve into fascinating topics across human and physical Geography and experience university-style teaching. A panel discussion will allow you 
to learn more about what it is like studying Geography at university, while highlighting the wide variety of fulfilling career paths available to Geography graduates. Our Admissions Team will 
also provide advice and guidance for applying to highly selective universities and your next steps. Find out more and apply by 9am on 23 October here.

Foundation Year Applicant Support Programme

The Applicant Support Programme is a series of monthly webinars specifically aimed at helping you to make a competitive application to the Cambridge Foundation Year.

Find out more and apply by 12 October for the first session on UCAS and Personal Statements here.

Applicant Webinar Series

Get free up-to-date application advice on every step of the application process in the University of Cambridge’s Applicant Webinar Series. These webinars are specifically aimed at helping 
applicants (and their supporters) to make competitive undergraduate applications to the University of Cambridge. The series will run from September - November 2023 and will be run by 
Cambridge admissions staff and admissions tutors. The next live session is on My Cambridge Application on 18 October. Current applicants can find out more and book here.

https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/lucy-cavendish-college-ks4-geography-taster-day-2023
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/foundation-year-applicant-support-programme
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applicant-webinars


Access to Sheffield (university)

Access to Sheffield (Y12-13)

The Access to Sheffield (Y12-13) programme offers a skills based curriculum that delivers subject and career specific support through in person 
visits to the University.

There are 5 different subject and career areas, therefore students can apply based on their interest and qualifications. Students will be required 
to live within a reasonable commuting distance of the university and travel independently to campus via public transport to attend events 
throughout their two years on the programme. Most events take place during term time and students will be expected to attend for the full day 
of activity (usually starting around 9am). There are around 4-5 events across a year, with a summer school at the end of Y12.

Students who complete the programme can benefit from up to a 2 grade adjusted offer at the University of Sheffield and benefit from 
transitional support in the lead up to university study.

More information on the 5 programmes can be found on our website www.sheffield.ac.uk/schools/programmes/years12-13

The five areas relate to

Arts & Humanities and Social Sciences

Dentistry

Law

STEM

Medicine

applications are now open , and will close on Friday 3rd November.

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/schools/programmes/years12-13
http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/schools/programmes/years12-13


Pathways to career opportunities – the Sutton 
Trust
Our virtual Pathways programmes will support you in exploring career opportunities in Banking & Finance, Consulting , Law, and 
Veterinary Medicine during your final two years of school.

Find out more

Veterinary medicine
Consulting
Banking and Finance
Law

To apply for the programme, you must:

Attend, and have always attended, a state-funded, non-fee-paying 
school/college

Be in Year 12 at the start of the programme

We prioritise students based on a range of social mobility 
criteria including eligibility for free school meals, and the context of their school 
and neighbourhood

https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-veterinary-medicine/
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-consulting/
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-banking-and-finance/
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-law/
https://thesuttontrust.cmail19.com/t/j-l-sxoe-dulkjktutu-d/


Reach for Excellence Scheme

How do I find out more? 
The Reach for Excellence 
scheme is coordinated by 
the Contextual Outreach 
Team at the University of 
Leeds. To make an 
application or for more 
information please visit our 
website: 
https://contextualoutreach.
leeds.ac.uk/

Find out more

https://contextualoutreach.
leeds.ac.uk/rfe/

The deadline for 
all applications 
is 23:59 on 
Thursday 
16th November 
2023.

https://contextualoutreach.leeds.ac.uk/
https://contextualoutreach.leeds.ac.uk/rfe/


Zero Gravity – help getting to university

We show you how to get 
into uni and double your 
chances of achieving a top 
uni offer.
Smash your application, get 
your grades, and connect 
with our community.
Free for students. Forever.

Find out more here

https://www.zerogravity.co.uk/


Nottingham University
Ambition Nottingham 16-18

Ambition Nottingham 16-18 programme is now open for applications! We offer support and guidance to students through various 
online sessions, which include:

▪ Subject insight sessions with university academics

▪ Q&As with current students

▪ Advice and guidance on university selection processes

More information, the application form and the full entry criteria can all be found on our website. 

Pathways programmes

Delivered in partnership with the Sutton Trust, our Pathways programmes begin in Year 12 and run throughout Year 13 to support your 
students’ progression to higher education and future careers.

Programme activities include subject-specific taster sessions, masterclasses, networking opportunities with employers, and information, 
advice and guidance sessions. Our Medicine and Vet Med programmes also include work placements and a residential summer school. 
Applications are now open for Year 12 students:

Pathways to Medicine - Eligibility criteria and the online application form can be found here. Please contact pathways-
medicine@nottingham.ac.uk if you have any questions.

Pathways to Veterinary Medicine & Animal Science -Eligibility criteria and the online application can be found here. Please 
contact pathways-VMAS@nottingham.ac.uk.

Pathways to Law Online - Eligibility criteria and the online application form can be found here. Please contact the Sutton Trust if you 
have any questions.

Applications for all programmes will close on 13th November 2023.

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/schoolsliaison/services/ambition-16-18.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/schoolsliaison/services/ambition-16-18.aspx
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-medicine/
mailto:pathways-medicine@nottingham.ac.uk
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-veterinary-medicine/
mailto:pathways-VMAS@nottingham.ac.uk
https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-law/
https://www.suttontrust.com/contact-us/


Hull York Medical School

APPLY HERE
We are excited to announce that applications for the Pathways to Medicine 
programme are now open!

Key Eligibility Information:

• Open to students in Year 12 / first year of college taking Biology & Chemistry at 
A-Level

• Open to students from a widening participation background - full eligibility 
criteria is here

• Open to students in the HYMS region

What's on offer:

• Insight into the profession

• Application support & guidance

• Access to additional admissions recognition at HYMS and participating 
UKWPMED schools

Further details about the programme can be found here.

Deadline to apply: Sunday 3rd December 2023

Please note you will need to create an account with The Sutton Trust and sign in 
before you can complete the application form.

https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/pathways-to-medicine/
https://outreach.cmail20.com/t/j-l-sldjdll-dittdiyujh-y/
https://outreach.cmail20.com/t/j-l-sldjdll-dittdiyujh-j/


Next Step York – get lower grade offers

What is Next Step York?
Next Step York is a personalised two year programme for Year 12 students in England.

• Explore university options

• Receive specialist support with your current studies

• Experience what life is like at York

Next Step York is aimed at pupils who have the potential to progress to university but have experienced barriers that may prevent them from accessing 
higher education.

We welcome applications from students living in the region who meet the programme criteria and believe they will benefit from our support.

Next Step York is open for students to apply to participate in. This programme offers everything from resilience support, academic 
workshops, study skill sessions and potentially a residential. Many of your students have taken part in this programme over the years, 
including one who studies Medicine at York and credits the programme for getting them there.

If students complete the programme and apply to York they could be eligible for an alternative offer of up to three grades below the typical 
offer. For example, Law could go from AAA to BBB.

Applications open on 11 September and close on 27 November.

https://www.york.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/post-16/next-step-york/#programme-criteria
https://www.york.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/post-16/next-step-york/


Realising Opportunities

Realising Opportunities is a unique collaboration of leading, research intensive universities, working together to promote fair access and 
social mobility of students from groups underrepresented in higher education.

RO students completing the programme benefit from:

• Alternative offers from the RO Partner universities which are typically two grades lower than the standard offer when applying at 
university

• Experiences and support to help make informed decisions about higher education and research intensive universities

• Skills development in planning, analysis, critical thinking, evaluation and independent research

• Online support from university students and staff at the RO Partner universities

• A wide range of events and activities at the RO Partner universities. Travel costs may be supported

• Additional consideration when applying to RO Partner universities through UCAS.



Realising Opportunities

In order to be eligible to apply for the Realising Opportunities programme students must meet all of the following criteria:

• Attend a state-funded school/college which is currently working with an RO university to deliver the RO programme. Read 
information for home-schooled students.

• Are studying in Year 12 in England (or equivalent).

• Have achieved at least five grade 9–6 at GCSE (or equivalent, eg GNVQ, BTEC certificate); if this does not include English Language 
and Mathematics they must have achieved at least a grade 4 in these subjects. Read information for students who have experienced a 
period of disrupted education.

• Be a Home registered student or expect to be by the time they apply for higher education. Read information for students classed 
as an asylum seeker or with a temporary status.

To find out more look at here

Code HGJERVISM01

https://www.realisingopportunities.ac.uk/eligibility/#home-schooled
https://www.realisingopportunities.ac.uk/eligibility/#what-is-disrupted-education
https://www.realisingopportunities.ac.uk/eligibility/#asylum
https://www.realisingopportunities.ac.uk/


The Sutton Trust pathways programmes
Our Pathways programmes will support you in exploring career 
opportunities in Banking & 
Finance, Consulting, Engineering, Law, Medicine, and Veterinary 
Medicine during your final two years of school.

All costs including travel, accommodation, food and activities are 
covered by the Trust and our partners which means it is 
completely free of charge for you to attend.

At the end of the programme, you will walk away with:

University and Apprenticeship Application Support - Pathways 
will provide expert and personalised support throughout the 
university and apprenticeship application process

A Professional Network - you'll attend networking skill sessions 
and then put your new skills into practice; meeting a variety of 
employers, volunteers and university professionals you can use 
when you start applying for work.

A Peer Network - you will meet with other students from similar 
backgrounds to you who share similar passions throughout the 
programme at social events and activities.

Work Experience - You will automatically be eligible to apply for a 3-5 
day in-person or online work experience placement which will develop 
you in key skills.

Find out more here

https://www.suttontrust.com/our-programmes/


Enter a competition to win a scholarship

William Akroyd Foundation essay-writing competition, open to all sixth-formers attending schools or colleges situated within the area constituted by the former three ridings of Yorkshire . This is an opportunity to win a prize which will 
make a significant but limited contribution to university costs for successful candidates.

Candidates entering the competition for an open scholarship must be under the age of 25 and must have attended a secondary 
school for not less than two years.

Awards to successful candidates are normally available for the duration of an undergraduate programme of study; they represent a 
limited but significant contribution to the annual costs incurred. Awards will normally be tenable by successful candidates who 
intend to begin courses at a university or college in autumn 2024.

The competition takes the form of a general essay paper lasting two hours and containing twelve questions on topics of current 
significance. Questions are not based on any educational syllabus. They are designed rather to provide pupils with an opportunity to 
display their awareness of issues in the public domain, their capacity for independent thought about them, and their effectiveness in 
expressing their ideas. Candidates are required to write in response to one question. The paper is normally taken in school / college 
under invigilation. Both science-based and humanities-based pupils alike are encouraged to apply to and to participate in the essay 
competition.

This year the competition will take place in late November / early December 2023 (precise date to be confirmed). Applications, 
accompanied by copies of completed UCAS forms, should be submitted on the enclosed form to I.S. Moxon Esq. (Examiner) at the 
above address by Friday 3 November 2023 at the latest.

A short-list of candidates who have entered the competition will be invited to attend at York for interview with the governors of the 
William Akroyd Foundation on Friday 15 March 2024. Please stress to candidates that the interview date cannot be changed.

Anybody interested complete the attached application and print your UCAS form by 20th October and give to Mrs Jervis C015

Akroyd Application Form 2023 - 2024, 24 September 23 (1).docx

https://heckgrammarcouk-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/mjervis_heckgrammar_co_uk/ER6WxfeHy_ROms3bPBSjxYoBF0ThI6ApLzEB2RsIDXV0bw?e=agEDhF


Year 13



Preparing for interviews

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/ucas-application/university-
interviews-how-to-prepare

This guide gives some handy tips on how 
to prepare for university interviews.

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/ucas-application/university-interviews-how-to-prepare


University of Bradford – Interview skills 
webinar

Upcoming Post 16 Outreach Webinars
Webinars are a great way to find out further information that will help you on your journey to university, below you can 
find a couple of our upcoming webinars. You can find all webinars for the whole year here. 

Interview Skills - Yr13 
Thu 9th November
18:00 – 19:30 – SIGN UP HERE

Student Life Q&A - Yr13 
Thu 7th December
18:00 – 19:30 – SIGN UP HERE

https://www.bradford.ac.uk/webinars/?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=webinars&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/webinars/interview-skills-november.php?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=webinars-interview-skills-november&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter
https://www.bradford.ac.uk/webinars/student-life-qa.php?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=undergraduate-2024&utm_content=webinars-student-life-qa&utm_id=ro-october-newsletter


Do you live in Mirfield and applying to 
university?

About the charity

The Mirfield Educational Charity makes grants for educational purposes to students under the age of 25 who are resident or whose parents are 
resident in Mirfield.

Dr Grason and the scholarship

Dr Grason retired from the charity in October 2016. He had been a trustee from the charity's inception in 1977 and for over twenty years served 
as chairman. The scholarship in his name is a new initiative intended to provide significant financial assistance to a hardworking and diligent 
student from a family of modest financial means who might otherwise not go on to higher education.

The successful applicant would receive £4,000 for the academic year beginning in September/October 2024 and thereafter £4,000 for second and 
third academic years subject to evidence of satisfactory progress.

Who can apply?

There are four criteria.

1. Residence. The applicant or the applicant's parents must reside in Mirfield.

2. Age. The applicant must be under the age of 25 not only at the time of application but also at the end of the course.

3. Finance. The applicant must qualify for the 16-19 bursary.

4. Academically. The trustees are looking for a candidate who scores highly on the L3VA (Level 3 Value Added) analysis.

There is no set application form. However, the trustees will require the school or college to certify that criteria 1 to 3 have been met. As to 
criteria 4, the trustees will expect to receive as a minimum a copy of the candidate's UCAS application form, a personal statement and an 
academic reference. Deadline for applications 31st January 2024.

If you are interested in applying, see Mrs Jervis



Year 13 University access schemes



Context

• Many universities run access schemes, where students 

from backgrounds which make them statistically less likely to 

attend university are given support, which can include 

reduced offers.

• The main schemes used by HGS students are Access to 

Leeds, York Access and Newcastle PARTNERS, though 

other universities also have them.



Am I eligible?

• The short answer is, ‘it depends’; conditions do vary. 
Generally, you need to meet 1-2 or more of the 
following criteria:
– Neither of your parents went to university;

– You are from a low income household;

– You live in a post code area with low rates of progression to 
university;

– You attended an 11-16 school with below average GCSE results;

– There are circumstances in your home or personal life that have 
disrupted your studies.

Check the terms for each scheme carefully. They do differ.



Access to Leeds

• To be eligible for  Access to 
Leeds, you need to meet two 
criteria.

• Many of you will be eligible.

• The reduced Access offer is 
two grades below the 
standard offer.

https://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/128005/applying/33/alternative_admissions


Newcastle PARTNERS

• Newcastle  PARTNERS has changed 
considerably.

• You need to meet one eligibility criterion.

• Most (though not all) of you will be eligible.
Applicants to Medicine & Surgery (A100) and Dentistry (A206)

Applications to PARTNERS from Medicine or Dentistry applicants have a deadline of 16 October 2023.

Applicants to all other UG courses

The UCAS and PARTNERS deadline for all other courses during the 2023/24 admissions cycle is 31 January 2024.

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/partners/how-to-apply/eligibility/


York Access

• To be eligible for  York Access 
scheme, you need to meet 
one of a small number of 
criteria.

• Many of you will be eligible.

• You may receive a reduced 
offer.

• OPENS 2nd October

https://www.york.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/how-to-apply/york-access-scheme/


University widening participation schemes (Y13)

Newcastle 
PARTNERS

• Add a ‘P’ in the further details 
section on Ucas.

• Apply online after your Ucas
form has been sent. Select Mrs 
Jervis from the drop-down 
menu.

• School Deadlines: Friday 7 
October (Medicine and 
dentistry); Friday 13 January 
(other courses)

Access to Leeds
• Complete your section of the 

application form and e-mail to 
Mrs Jervis

• Once it has been returned, 
upload onto Leeds’ web 
portal.

• School deadlines: Friday 
7 October (medics and 
dentists), Friday 13 January 
(other courses)

York Access
• Download and complete the 

application form.

• Ask Mrs Jervis to write a 
supporting reference.

• Return to York before or at the 
same time as your application is 
sent off. access-
scheme@york.ac.uk

• School deadlines: Friday 
7 October (medics and dentists), 
Friday 13 January (other courses)

All other programmes: All students need to let Mrs Jervis know of any requirements from the school 

and allow at least one full school week to turn around a reference/online verification.

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/partners/
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/130588/access_to_leeds
https://www.york.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/applying/how-to-apply/york-access-scheme/
mailto:Access-scheme@york.ac.uk


Students applying to Cambridge

My Cambridge Application

At Cambridge, we ask applicants to complete an additional form after 

they’ve submitted their UCAS application – we refer to this as My 
Cambridge Application.

Applicants for 2024 undergraduate entry will complete their My 

Cambridge Application via our new online platform. While the platform 

is new, the information we’re asking students to provide is the same 

as it has been in previous years. A link will be sent to applicants via 
email after they’ve submitted their UCAS application.

To help you answer student's questions about completing the form, 
check the guidance on our website.

Watch: My Cambridge Application explainer video >

Opposite is a list of webinars provided by Cambridge. Sign up for 

webinars here

https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk%2Fapply%2Fhow%2Fcambridge-application/4/0102018a604ecee2-059137db-1c86-4847-967d-4244ddbe5479-000000/c_865yNe5N3s4kLOz3_sv0sqR39z6F7jteX3R23DdOc=316
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv=KOe7LnF8MHs/1/0102018a604ecee2-059137db-1c86-4847-967d-4244ddbe5479-000000/-Uv2a1mr616RQ3M0bVczD7Fs9Fm6N0vTNS88GIPbu0o=316
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applicant-webinars


Super –Curricular opportunities



Cambridge and STEM

STEM SMART

Applications are now open (until 31st October 2023) for STEM SMART 2024.

STEM SMART (Subject Mastery and Attainment Raising Tuition) is a free 17-month Cambridge University programme for 
UK non fee paying students, run by the Physics Department. The programme aims to raise their academic attainment 
and develop their confidence to apply for Physical or Biological Sciences, Computer Science, or Engineering courses at 
university. Please click here for more information, the eligibility criteria, and the application form.

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/stem-smart


University of Sheffield – Subject taster sessions

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/subject-tasters/online

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/subject-tasters/online


Leeds University

We invite your students to join us for our series of online foundation year webinars to discover more about foundation years and 
how they can help you progress onto a huge variety of degrees at the University of Leeds.

Aimed at students who want to study at university, but don’t currently meet the typical entry requirements or aren’t predicted the 
grades for their chosen degree?

Business Thursday 19 October 6pm – 7.15pm

Arts & Humanities Tuesday 24 October 6pm – 7.15pm

To book click here

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=qO3qvR3IzkWGPlIypTW3y6AEsA5rgkhFrnloXsWB77xUNlY2TUs3Nk9LOUtSU1pLMTFHRTVLMlQ5Sy4u


Year 12 and 13 opportunities from universities

Student events

Next Step York (apply autumn 2023)
This is a two year programme aimed at Year 12 students that have the potential to progress to university but have 
experienced barriers that prevent them from accessing higher education. You will have the opportunity to explore university 
options, receive specialist support with your current studies and experience what life is like at York.

YorWay to York (apply autumn 2023)
This is a two-year programme that supports post-16 students who are underrepresented in higher education, to reach their 
university goals. Each of the four modules will include a range of activities and you will be supported by current students 
studying at the university. Reduced offers may be considered upon completion.

The York Access Scheme (apply by January or March, dependent on course)
This scheme gives you the opportunity to inform the university of any circumstances that might have prevented you from 
reaching your true academic potential. Prospective undergraduate students could receive a reduced offer.

Levelling Up - Imperial College (apply by January)
This is a year-long academic and pastoral support programme for Year 12 students. For 2024 entry, a Physics and 
Chemistry strand will run consisting of fortnightly after-school online tutorials and one in person event at Imperial’s South 
Kensington Campus. Levelling Up will support you with your A-level studies in preparation for university study.

Ambition Nottingham: 16-18 - University of Nottingham (apply by December)
This is a free two-year scheme for all Year 12 students from the UK. Guidance will be provided through online sessions 
including subject tasters, choosing the right course and personal statement support. You may be offered an enhanced 
contextual offer and bursary if you complete the programme, meet certain eligibility criteria and apply to the University.

https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.york.ac.uk%2Fschools-and-colleges%2Fpost-16%2Fnext-step-york%2F/1/0102018a742cc274-844e1960-2cdd-4847-a60f-77fc528a1c08-000000/rd91AQ6DLB1Lvw50C6x1nvSBsKwoYx5CQKM6hjcePN8=317
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.york.ac.uk%2Fschools-and-colleges%2Fpost-16%2Fyorway%2F/1/0102018a742cc274-844e1960-2cdd-4847-a60f-77fc528a1c08-000000/drrcXneWSBaFqdiqHtBos7NoK2itsOw1naninlnCqQ0=317
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.york.ac.uk%2Fstudy%2Fundergraduate%2Fapplying%2Fentry%2Falternative-offers%2Fyork-access-scheme%2F/1/0102018a742cc274-844e1960-2cdd-4847-a60f-77fc528a1c08-000000/wzVLrvdY6yt-aEkefGIO3hmYQkEMuFuKv2AfbbzcvTc=317
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.imperial.ac.uk%2Fbe-inspired%2Fschools-outreach%2Fsecondary-schools%2Fstem-programmes%2Flevelling-up%2F/1/0102018a742cc274-844e1960-2cdd-4847-a60f-77fc528a1c08-000000/_FL94PDlXIJgwc6je9mFUadF8WPbain3zj8D2xCy3AY=317
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.nottingham.ac.uk%2Fschoolsliaison%2Fservices%2Fambition-16-18.aspx/1/0102018a742cc274-844e1960-2cdd-4847-a60f-77fc528a1c08-000000/YKBpiSR5zb8aAXrGRgaJCppZHjhDKU3tI4wtf39SSNY=317


MediCafe - Hull York Medical School

MediCafé is our flagship webinar series, covering key topics throughout the academic year. The series is open to all students, as well as 
parents, teachers & careers advisors, and is free to attend.

The following sessions are available for the autumn term:

• Thursday 30 November | 17:00 - 18:30 | How to Prepare for Medical School Interviews

• For the last MediCafé of 2023, we will provide a thorough but general overview of medical school interviews, and an exploration of 
common question themes. The panel includes current medical students at HYMS, who can offer their first hand top tips and advice.

Later in the academic year we will have sessions on work experience, student life, UCAT and preparing for results day.

Find out more here

https://outreach.cmail20.com/t/j-l-sldjdll-dittdiyujh-o/
https://www.hyms.ac.uk/medicine/open-days-and-events/medicafe


Medicinal Sciences Pathway
Please check the pathway programme team for more 
notices!



Live Virtual NHS Healthcare 
Careers Work 
Experience Programme

Take your first steps towards a healthcare career with the 
UK’s only LIVE Virtual Work Experience Programme created 
and delivered by healthcare professionals. You can select 
from one day or a full 6 month work experience programme 
where you will follow patients from admission to discharge 
in the high fidelity simulation suite, designed to provide you 
with an immersive experience from the comfort and safety 
of home. Simply select the dates below and save £10 if you 
opt for the full 6 month work experience 
programme. Students will be awarded certificates for 
attending each day. No work experience day is the same (as 
in real life), but students will gain insight into a variety of 
healthcare settings.

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-
healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/


Virtual Work Experience opportunity (medicine 
and nursing)
Every monday through october

A free 5-week course for all students aged 14-18 interested in healthcare complete with a work experience certificate.

• Perfect for all students aged 14-18 interested in Biology, Science, healthcare and of course those considering careers in medicine.

Students can join our doctors live and online every Monday at 7.30pm BST in October as they go through interactive real life patient 
cases from symptoms, diagnosis and treatment.

Students that cannot attend live will have access to the recordings to watch for 30 days afterwards when they have time.

All of our doctors work in busy NHS hospitals so this is a unique opportunity to learn more about healthcare and gain some fantastic 
material to use in med school applications and to talk about at interview as verified work experience.

Students just need to visit www.premedprojects.co.uk/free-online-work-experience-sessions where they will be able to sign up for 
the course.

TIMETABLE
October 9th 2023 7.30pm – GP Work Experience live session
October 16th 2023 7.30pm – Cardiology Experience live session
October 23rd 2023 7.30pm – Neurology Work Experience live session
October 30th 2023 7.30pm – Infectious diseases Work Experience live session

https://app7.campus-site.com/public/e/click/Ra76kMBdaH9__vClpbujPA/6y9dBgOruPB-hxS94OynMA


Medi-Skills

• Medi-skills society is on a Wednesday lunch 
c104 12.20pm

• Feel free to bring lunch with you or early 
lunch passes are available at break from the 
chemistry office.

• Medi-skills is a student led society whereby 
talks are given by students/outside speakers 
regarding applying for medicine, different 
areas of medicine, ethics, 4 pillars of 
medicine etc



Relevant podcast

Two doctors, currently working as Academic Clinical 
Fellows and surgical registrars, who graduated from the 
University of Cambridge (Medicine) in 2018. have started 
a podcast aimed at helping prospective medical students 
applying to university. Our current series features 
frequently discussed "hot topics” at medical school 
interviews. Every week they will discuss a key concept 
relating to this topic.

Spotify: https://open.spotify.com/show/4OJpXxaNDzacO
cU0CMKrCe

• Apple: https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-
application-doctor/id1648260029

https://open.spotify.com/show/4OJpXxaNDzacOcU0CMKrCe
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-application-doctor/id1648260029


• Are you thinking about applying to medical school?

If so, then Bradford Teaching Hospitals is offering a training day that may help 
you.

The Interview Techniques course is aimed specifically at students who are 
interested in pursuing a career in medicine and will be applying for 2024-2025 
entry. We will be covering a variety of essential topics to aid your application.

The content of the course is based around:

➢ Mock interviews

➢ Lectures

➢ Practical skills stationsThings to be aware of:-

• You need to show you are either a student or resident in the Bradford District
• You will need to be a student currently in years 13 or about to from Sep 2023.
• You will need to show evidence of your predicted grades to be able to apply for medicine (AAA 
ideally).
• There is no charges associated with this course.
• Please bring along your personal statement.
To book a place please email rnoble@heckgrammar.co.uk and I will pass on the booking form to you to fill in and 
send off

AMAZING 
OPPORTUNITY!

mailto:rnoble@heckgrammar.co.uk


Multiple mock interviews - MMI’s. Year 13

• Medicine, health professionals, Dentistry and Vet 
Medicine interview workshop, Thursday 12th October 
3.30 to 7pm

• To support students in their applications for the above 
courses we have arranged to participate in an interview 
(Multiple Mini Interviews (MMI)) practice workshop on 
Thursday 12th October.

• This will take place at school and a letter will be going 
home in September for you to sign up for this

• MMI Interviews: A Guide to the Multiple Mini Interview 
- The Medic Portal

https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/medical-school-interview/mmi-interviews/?v=79cba1185463


Ponderosa talk Thursday 12th October 
12.20pm-1.15pm Register your interest -
https://forms.office.com/e/RNYvvAKkaP

There is a talk from staff at Ponderosa zoo at 
lunch time. The staff member (s) will discuss:

• Insight into the different areas of working with 
animals.

• Their regarding experience with getting into 
university.

• How they prepared for interviews.

• What work experience opportunities they 
undertook to stand out in their application.

• Work experience opportunities 
with Ponderosa.

https://forms.office.com/e/RNYvvAKkaP


Apprenticeship 
opportunities



Finance Apprentice

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1559555/finance-apprentice/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2802&cmpid=JBE_TL_20230929_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20230929_applynow_job1


Degree Apprenticeships

• You apply direct to the employer not through UCAS

• You will have to write a personal statement (like the UCAS one)

• Each company has their own criteria and ways to apply

• Do your research about the business and the role (to talk about this 
in the interview)

• Most students do a UCAS application AND apply for degree 
apprenticeships to keep their options open



Degree apprenticeships 

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/what-you-need-know-about-
apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships-0 - What you need to know

https://www.ucas.com/explore/industry-guides/accounting-and-
finance - Accounting and finance

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/what-you-need-know-about-apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships-0
https://www.ucas.com/explore/industry-guides/accounting-and-finance


Live apprenticeship opportunities

Check out ASK’s new padlet to find EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES in 
apprenticeships.

https://padlet.com/askresources21/bw9tqgz6y2vjas6t


Careers



PWC
At PwC, we’re focused on helping you to achieve your full potential. Whether you already have an application in progress with 
us, or just want to learn more about PwC, there’s something for everyone in our Virtual Classrooms.

Virtual Classroom sessions are a series of events providing students, parents and teachers a true insight into PwC. Aimed at 
students in Years 10-13 you’ll have the opportunity to learn about who PwC are, what we do, our opportunities and ask 
questions to our recent Flying Start and School and College Leaver joiners and our recruiters.

This autumn we’ll bring to life the opportunities we have to offer you, providing an insight into what it's like to be on our
programmes, and supporting you to make an application. Whether you want to pursue a career in technology, accounting or 
business on one of our Flying Start programmes, or join us full time as a school leaver, you'll have the opportunity to gain top
tips as well as hear from current and past students and apprentices, and get your questions answered. We’ll also be running a
session for parents, carers and teachers to support you in guiding your students in their career choices. Sign up now to our 
Virtual Classroom events:

• Discover Technology at PwC - Thursday 12 October 4:30-5:30pm

• Looking ahead to your career options: Degree programme - Thursday 19 October 4:30-5:30pm

• Looking ahead to your career options: Apprenticeships - Wednesday 8 November 4:30-5:30pm

• Looking ahead to your career options: Degree programme - Thursday 16 November 4:30-5:30pm

https://jobs.pwc.co.uk/school/uk/en/events?category=Virtual%20Classroom&date=ALL_DATES


Volunteering and work 
experience



Work experience

Speakers for Schools offer work experience programmes with industry 
leading employers through insight days and 3-5 day virtual work 
placements.

Visit https://www.speakersforschools.org/ to view the full range of 
opportunities, register and apply.

https://www.speakersforschools.org/

