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Pathways 
events 
coming 
up...

week commencing 8/4/2024 15/4/2024 22/4/2024 29/4/2024 6/5/2024

A B A B A

25 26 27 28 29

pathway

Medical

Newcastle Medicine 
experience day (20 x year 12) 
Wednesday 17th

Mia Harrison ex- student -
UCAT and 1st year med 
school talk Thursday 18th

Medical

Med soc week B'S Year 
12 UCAT support week a 
C104 Wednesdays 
12.20 Year 12

Med soc week B'S Year 
12 UCAT support week 
a support C104 
Wednesdays 12.20 Year 
12

Business Economics and 
Finance

Young Enterprise Area Final in 
Morley (weds 17/4 evening )

Business Economics and 
Finance

Young 
Enterprise F005 day

Tuesday Lunch Year 
10

Young 
Enterprise F005 day Tuesd
ay Lunch Year 10

STEM

STEM drop-in support 
Wednesday S024 7.30 -
8.30

STEM drop-in support 
Wednesday S024 7.30 - 8.30

STEM drop-in support 
Wednesday S024 7.30 -
8.30

STEM drop-in support 
Wednesday S024 7.30 -
8.30

STEM drop-in support 
Wednesday S024 7.30 -
8.30



Business Economics and Finance pathway

Mrs Harker is looking at developing activities for the summer 
term.

Express your interest by completing the attached form

https://forms.office.com/e/XdD3v8RXQK

https://forms.office.com/e/XdD3v8RXQK


Oxford Math Festival

We are excited to announce that booking for the Oxford Maths Festival 2024 is now open!

The Oxford Maths Festival (organised by Oxford Mathematics) is an extravaganza of all the wonderful curiosities 

mathematics holds. Over two days you can immerse yourself in a wide range of events, with something for everyone, no 

matter your age or prior mathematical experience.

Saturday 11 May

Templar's Square Shopping Centre (OX4 3XH): This is the main centre of activities on Saturday. The shopping centre is 

located in Cowley, East Oxford. There are some cycle racks around the square, and several bus stops in close reach. Parking 

is available in the multi-storey car park.

Sunday 12 May

Mathematical Institute (OX2 6GG): All the activities on Sunday will take place here. There is plenty of cycle parking, and 

some buses stop outside. The Maths Institute is approximately 10 minutes walk from the centre of Oxford. Visitors are 

required to pre-book. You can view our programme for 2024 here. The Oxford Maths Festival is hosted in a working 

department and is run by staff and student volunteers, who are all trying to give you the best experience possible, as well as 

keeping the event free of charge accessible and everyone. Please be patient with our volunteers. If things get busy it may not 

be possible to do all the activities in the order you would prefer. You will need to register to attend on the Sunday at the Maths 

Institute via our website. If you plan to attend on Saturday, this is a drop-in event and there is no need to register.

https://mathsfest.web.ox.ac.uk/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ONH7b1p57NEcm2vd_cAsEoOPvukvOv83/view?usp=drive_link
https://mathsfest.web.ox.ac.uk/home


This is The Big Oxplore Video Competition.

We’ve got a Big Question for you! This is the 2024 Oxplore Video Competition for students at non-selective state secondary 
school across the UK.

We invite students from years 7-9 to submit a 3-minute video response and students from years 10-13 to submit a 5-minute 
video response to the question:

Should cars be banned in your region?
We encourage responses which approach these questions from a variety of perspectives – bring in Science, Law, Economics, 
Politics, Philosophy, Geography or any other subject or discipline. Just remember to answer the question!
All submissions should be emailed to oxplore@admin.ox.ac.uk by 11:59 BST on 3rd May 2024. We recommend sending 
submissions in MP4 file format, though if we can access the video then it will be considered for marking! Please include 
your name, the name of your school and your school year.
Entries will be reviewed by our expert judging panel. There will be two age categories: years 7-9 and 10-13 . The winners will 
receive £100 and the runners-up will receive £50 in Amazon vouchers.
Late entries will not be reviewed.

For more information look here

mailto:oxplore@admin.ox.ac.uk
https://outreachonlineblog.wordpress.com/2024/02/23/this-is-the-big-oxplore-video-competition/


Oxford Mathematics
Spring has arrived! Please see below for upcoming events at Oxford Mathematics and important dates: Maths & Computer Science Open Days 20th and 27th April This year we are 

holding two Mathematics & Computer Science Departmental Open Days; the first will take place in-person only in Oxford on Saturday 20 April 2024, and then a week later it will be held 

online on Saturday 27 April 2024. Booking is required for the in-person event and online forms and further information can be found here. Registration is not necessary for the virtual event. 

Other events around the University:

Year 12 Try Before You Buy Study Days 

Balliol College will be hosting a number of days offering the chance for prospective applicants in year 12 at UK state schools to experience Oxford University style teaching in their desired 
subject, including mathematics. Each day will include an Oxford-style tutorial in your named subject, a college tour and a free lunch.

You can find out more about this opportunity here. The deadline to apply is the 23rd May.

The Big Think Competition

The Big Think Competition is back! Open to 15 to 18-year-olds in UK state schools, the Big Think invites students to answer one of our academics' 'big' tutorial-style questions for the 

chance to win cash prizes, receive individual feedback, boost a personal statement and meet the tutors in a visit to Oxford. Just submit a five-minute video essay to take part! Entries now 
open, and the deadline is Wednesday 1 May.

More information, including the list of questions and how to enter, are available here.

She Talks Science STEP Maths Summer School

Applications are now open for the She Talks Science STEP Summer School 2024! This is a free residential course at the University of Cambridge for women and non-binary students who 

are hoping to study maths at university. The school will take place from Monday 5th August until Thursday 8th August 2024. 

You can find out more here or apply using the form here. Applications will close on Wednesday 8th May at 4pm.

https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/study-here/undergraduate-study/open-days
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/outreach-talks-and-events
https://seh.ac/bigthink
https://www.evevidalis.com/step-summer-school
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5iq9Onld3mdObqu


Register for the Get Into Medicine Conference on:
Sunday 14th April, 9:30am - 3:30pm

Saturday 27th April, 9:30am - 3:30pm

Sunday 28th April, 9:30am - 3:30pm

https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO

Register for the Get Into Dentistry Conference on Saturday 20th April, 9:30am - 3:30pm:

https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shrZU7aRIcdjCLPrB

Attending these conferences will not only provide your students with valuable insights and strategies for tackling the UCAT, but it will also give them an opportunity to connect with other 
like-minded individuals who share their passion for pursuing a career in medicine or dentistry.

During these sessions, we will cover:

- Entrance Exams: UCAT and UCATSEN
- Exam techniques and sample questions from each UCAT section

- UCAT shortcuts and timeline

- Best UCAT preparation techniques

- Tactically choosing universities

- Medical and Dental school interview skills
- Medical Leadership Programmes

- Medical and Dental Awards Programmes

- Extracurricular activities

- Work experience

- Building a medical/dental CV
- Applying for scholarships to study medicine or dentistry

Students and parents can register for free at this link:

Medicine: https://medicmentor.org/get-into-medicine-university-conference/
Dentistry: https://dental-mentor.org/get-into-dentistry-university-conference/

https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shry7MZYtt3MGPjvO
https://airtable.com/appgXnyzN5ZD9Iwk6/shrZU7aRIcdjCLPrB


Access to Leeds University Library

Did you know you have access to use the library at Leeds University?

You can use their books and work in their library.
This will help develop your independent skills and help prepare you for the next stage of your education.
It will also give you a flavour for university life.

You need to complete the following form and take it to Mrs Whitelaw in HGS library to sign to give 
permission.

Only students with impeccable behaviour will be allowed to use this facility. This is because we do not 
want this privilege taking away for future students because of poor behaviour.



Webinars for parents about student finance
Year 13 students are getting ready to apply for finance (from the end of March). In addition to the letter sent out before the holidays 
here are some webinars for parents to help access the cash students are entitled to

Webinar: Student Finance – A Complete Guide for ParentsUniversity of PortsmouthWe know that applying for student finance can be a little confusing – but it's 
simple when you break down all the steps. Thursday, April 18, 2024

Supporting the Journey to Higher Education: Advice and Guidance for Parents and CarersUniversity of ExeterJoin staff from the University of Exeter for a series 
of webinars designed to support your young person's application to University. Sessions will include topics such as supporting the decision-making process, 
financing a University degree, moving from school to university and more. Wednesday, April 17, 2024

https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/71859/webinar-student-finance-a-complete-guide-for-parents
https://www.unitasterdays.com/Search.aspx?IID=343
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/71859/webinar-student-finance-a-complete-guide-for-parents
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/71859/webinar-student-finance-a-complete-guide-for-parents
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/62606/supporting-the-journey-to-higher-education-advice-and-guidance-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.unitasterdays.com/Search.aspx?IID=302
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/62606/supporting-the-journey-to-higher-education-advice-and-guidance-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/62606/supporting-the-journey-to-higher-education-advice-and-guidance-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.unitasterdays.com/events/event/62606/supporting-the-journey-to-higher-education-advice-and-guidance-for-parents-and-carers


Year 12



To find out more click here

https://www.nuffieldresearchplacements.org/


Cambridge university opportunities
• St John's Poster Competition 2024
We have re-launched the Poster Competition for 2024. Our competition is open to all UK-based students applying to university this year. 
Entrants for the competition produce an academic research poster on any topic or question relating to this year's competition 
theme: silver. Submissions are assessed by St John's academics and each entrant receives individual feedback on their project. It's an 
excellent super-curricular opportunity for students looking to make competitive university applications this year. The submission deadline 
for the competition is Monday 5th August. For more information about this competition - as well as advice about starting an academic 
research project - please click here.

• Cambridge Maths Faculty Open Days (27th April / 4th May)
Registration is now open for this year's Cambridge Maths Faculty Open Days. Prospective applicants and their supporters are invited to 
attend this in-person opportunity to speak with Cambridge Maths students, staff, and academics. The Faculty sessions in the afternoon 
includes taster lectures and Q&As as well as interview and STEP guidance. Interested students can book a 'College & Faculty' ticket for St 
John's if they would like to visit us at St John's College in the morning for a talk from our Maths Directors of Studies, a student-led College 
tour, and a light buffet lunch.

• St John's Natural Sciences Residential (8-9th July) and St John's Women in Maths Residential (11-17th August)
Applications are open for our free-to-attend summer residential programmes: the Natural Sciences Residential and the Women in Maths 
Residential. Places are limited on each of these programmes; applications will be assessed on academic merit and specific eligibility 
criteria apply. We require a supporting teacher's reference to be submitted as part of the applications for each of these residentials. 
Participants will stay in College accommodation and attend taster lectures, workshops and application Q&A sessions delivered by College 
academics and staff. Click here for more information about the Natural Sciences Residential and click here for more information about the 
Women in Maths Residential.

• St John's Masterclasses
Finally, I hope to see your students at a St John's Masterclass this month! This series of free-to-attend online subject taster sessions runs 
throughout April for all our undergraduate courses. The sign-up form, with the complete schedule for all the Masterclass sessions, is here.

https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/st-johns-poster-competition
https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/st-johns-poster-competition
https://www.maths.cam.ac.uk/undergrad/admissions/openday
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b7sTN4RyWwIdPb8
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e5keNrCaVjYNxbg
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e5keNrCaVjYNxbg


Once a year, you have  the 
chance to explore places 
normally closed off to the 
general public. From guided 
walking tours to virtual events, 
Oxford Open Doors gives you 
the chance to get up close and 
personal with the city’s hidden 
treasures.

This can give you the 
opportunity to visit Oxford 
University to explore your 
options

For more information click 
here

https://www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk/oxford-open-doors


Here's a taste of just some of the upcoming masterclasses eligible Y12s at Heckmondwike 
Grammar School, Heckmondwike will unlock:

1. The supercurriculars Oxbridge are really looking for (Dr Matt Williams)

2. An introduction to investing with HSBC

3. Create a science-backed revision schedule (Kam Taj, Exams Coach)

4. How to obtain medic work experience (Yusuf, F1 Junior Doctor)

To join or log in use this link

https://www.zerogravity.co.uk/school


Hull York Medical School
Discover our Medicine programmes

We've got everything covered on our website, including:

•Our curriculum - problem based learning, anatomy, communication skills and clinical placements

•Applying - entry requirements, selection procedure, and interviews

•Student life - our campuses, student societies and support

Join our MediCafé live webinar series
•Join us online for our exclusive MediCafé webinar series, where we give an insight into topics including:
•Applying to Medicine: What you need to know and when
•Making the most of work experience
•Life as a medical student
•Preparing for the UCAT admissions test

Hear our graduate stories
•Hear from our graduates as they share their stories, including:
•Their varied routes to studying Medicine, including via A levels, gap years, previous degrees or other careers entirely
•How being a Hull York medical student prepared them to become an exceptional doctor
•An insight into their careers as a junior doctors in the NHS

Discover how to apply: A step-by-step guide
•We know that the application process for medical school can be daunting.
•Our guide will help you navigate the process of applying to us.
In the meantime, please do explore our website or download or order a prospectus.
If you have any questions about our programmes or applying to study with us, please contact us at admissions@hyms.ac.uk

https://www.hyms.ac.uk/medicine
https://www.hyms.ac.uk/medicine/open-days-and-events/medicafe
https://www.hyms.ac.uk/medicine/your-stories
https://www.hyms.ac.uk/medicine/applying/how-to-apply-to-medical-school
https://marketingandcommunications.cmail20.com/t/j-l-skittdt-dumkuydiu-h/
mailto:admissions@hyms.ac.uk


Oxford and Cambridge Information Days 2024
These sessions are aimed at Year 12 students who may be considering making an application to Oxford or Cambridge, and would like to find out more about student life and the admissions process. Younger students 
are more than welcome to attend if it would be helpful. We recommend that students attend both sessions, as they offer different insights into Oxbridge. As such, both sessions are repeated to suit your availability.

You can sign up for the student and teacher sessions using this registration form: https://forms.office.com/e/THJFd5qWvn.

Session 1: Introduction to Oxbridge and Student Life

This session will introduce students to Oxford and Cambridge, explaining their similarities and differences, and will explore both the collegiate system and the tutorial/supervision mode of teaching. Students will also 
hear from current undergraduate students about what it's like to study at Oxford and Cambridge.

Tuesday 23rd April, 09:30 - 11:00
or
Thursday 25th April, 13:30 - 15:00

Session 2: Applying to Oxbridge

This session will explain the admissions process for both Oxford and Cambridge, giving advice on personal statements, admissions tests, and interviews. Students will also gain insight from one of the College's 
Admissions Tutors.

Wednesday 1st May, 09:30 - 11:00
or
Thursday 2nd May, 13:30 - 15:00

Please make sure you get the permission of your teacher to miss the lesson before registering for these sessions

For Parents and Supporters:

This session is aimed at parents and supporters of students considering Oxbridge, and how they can best support them in making their application. The session will also cover the application process and 

information on fees and funding.

Wednesday 2nd May, 18:00  - 17:00

Please forward this opportunity onto the parents and supporters of your students. The registration form for this session can be found here: https://forms.office.com/e/TnLLgvZqeU.

https://forms.office.com/e/THJFd5qWvn
https://forms.office.com/e/TnLLgvZqeU


University of Cambridge opportunities
St John's Masterclasses - Year 12 (Eng/Wales) Students
The St John's Masterclasses are free online taster sessions delivered by St John's academics. They will be running on weekday evenings in April. These subject-
specific sessions are open to all students in Year 12 who are considering applying to Cambridge this October. Our Masterclasses are a brilliant super-curricular 
opportunity to help students decide which Cambridge course they could apply for. For the full schedule of St John's Masterclass sessions please click here for 
the sign-up form.

St John's Admissions Clinics - Year 12 (Eng/Wales) Students
There are other student Q&A opportunities - for students submitting a Cambridge application this year, our Admissions Clinics are an excellent opportunity. 
These prospective applicant Q&A sessions on Zoom run at 5pm on 26th March. Click here for the Admissions Clinics sign-up form.

Other super-curricular opportunities from across the University
Social Sciences:
• The Sociology Department have launched this year's Photo Competition for school students - the theme is the sociology of hope. For more details, please see 

this webpage. Deadline 6th May 2024

Literature and Languages:
• Emmanuel College have announced their 'Langevity' Programme for students interested in literature-based and language-based subjects. More information 

can be found here.
• There is still time to apply for the 'World of Words' Residential from Christ's and King's Colleges - if you're interested in studying languages or literature, please 

click here for more details.

STEM:
• Peterhouse College have a Biological Sciences essay competition, (apply via Mrs Jervis as there are a maximum of 4 entries per school). Deadline Monday 29th 

April
• Murray Edwards College have a She Talks Science series of events.

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bqPK6ldg9kLBVEW
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bqPK6ldg9kLBVEW
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_abH0z6ANLthgX54
https://www.sociology.cam.ac.uk/photo-competition-2024
https://www.sociology.cam.ac.uk/photo-competition-2024
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/emmanuel-college-langevity-programme-2024
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/emmanuel-college-langevity-programme-2024
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/world-of-words-residential
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events/world-of-words-residential
https://www.pet.cam.ac.uk/peterhouse-kelvin-biological-sciences-essay-competition
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/events-listing?keys=she+talks+science&field_audience_reference_target_id=All&field_category_reference_target_id=All


Find our more and sign up here

https://www.ukuniversitysearch.com/fair-signup/russell-group-webinars


How to prepare for Oxbridge

•Research the courses you might be interested in now.

•Check the admissions criteria to find out what is required

•If you need to sit a test - start preparing for those tests now whilst the 
pressure is off – summer is leaving it a little late

•Humanities subjects - keep your essays safe, you will need to submit your best

•Make sure you are passionate about your subject - reading around the subject 
and developing your super curricular knowledge is important

Any questions please contact Mrs Stone  ahstone@heckgrammar.co.uk

mailto:ahstone@heckgrammar.co.uk


Want to go to Oxford (and/or Cambridge)?

1) It is very important that students choose to study appropriate subjects at sixth-form so that they have both a suitable knowledge base and adequate 
experience of relevant analytical approaches and techniques. Achieving excellent results in a sensible combination of subjects is key to any university 
application, because for academically ambitious students their sixth-form studies are essential training for university. Students need to focus and put in the 
hard yards.

2) Students really must explore their subject outside the classroom. For many students this will involve a range of ambitious reading (and thinking!), or working 
through a body of relevant material which might include, say, Maths text books and past papers which are different from those used at school. A lack of 
appropriate engagement outside the classroom can hold back even well-qualified candidates. Remember, it’s not just about knowledge, it’s about relevant 4 
analytical skills and flexibility, and these take time and practice to develop. How do you get better at literary analysis? Do more literary analysis! How do you get 
better at Maths? Do more Maths! For some useful resources prepared by Univ and by the University of Oxford, please visit 
https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/staircase12/  and https://oxplore.org .

3) Excessive preparation for interviews is often unhelpful, and those students who are determined to present a polished ‘set piece’ can underperform. Our 
interviews aren’t job interviews, they’re academic discussions. The best things a student can do to prepare for interviews are firstly to explore their subject as 
described above and secondly to make opportunities to discuss academic subjects with another person, perhaps another interested student, a teacher, or a 
family friend. These discussions can be informal, but they should be focused. Students who are determined to impress with a prepared presentation often find 
that our interviewers spot this quickly and so pursue a different line of discussion. We want to see students thinking on their feet!

4) Students should double-check with the College in good time any details of the applications process about which they are unsure. The process is very 
straightforward, but last-minute confusions can lead to difficulties when students least need them.

5) Come to visit us! Although there’s no need to do so, a bit of low-level familiarity can do a huge amount to boost a student’s confidence. 

https://www.univ.ox.ac.uk/staircase12/
https://oxplore.org




Year 13



Student finance is NOW OPEN

You can start to apply for your student finance NOW – 
here are the resources to help you.

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance

https://www.ucas.com/sfe

Student Finance talk - Heckmondwike Grammar 
School.pptx

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://www.ucas.com/sfe
https://heckgrammarcouk-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/mjervis_heckgrammar_co_uk/Documents/progression%20leader/Bulletins/2023-24/Student%20Finance%20talk%20-%20Heckmondwike%20Grammar%20School.pptx?d=w15665bb519b74d428899b3e9602ad653&csf=1&web=1&e=KLrwEQ
https://heckgrammarcouk-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/mjervis_heckgrammar_co_uk/Documents/progression%20leader/Bulletins/2023-24/Student%20Finance%20talk%20-%20Heckmondwike%20Grammar%20School.pptx?d=w15665bb519b74d428899b3e9602ad653&csf=1&web=1&e=KLrwEQ


Bursary for Manchester University Students
Sadler Bursary for care experienced students

The Sadler Bursary has been created to support care experienced and care leaver students 
overcome the financial barriers they may face when trying to access and succeed within higher 
education.

Thanks to a generous donation from University alumnus and Chairman of Blackpool FC, Simon 
Sadler, we’re able offer to a new bursary to 36 care experienced or care leaver students.

The first 12 of the 36 bursaries will be available to students registering for 2024 entry and will 
provide support for a maximum of 3 years of an undergraduate degree.

Successful awardees will receive a bursary of £10, 000 per annum for three years of an 
undergraduate degree programme.

Eligible students must complete an application form and the final awardees will be selected 
based upon the essential and additional criteria listed on the bursary’s information 
page. Applications are open from today and close at 11.59pm on May 30th.

Any queries of any kind about the bursary  should be directed 
to sadlerbursary@manchester.ac.uk

mailto:sadlerbursary@manchester.ac.uk?subject=


University of Leeds Scholarships

Leeds UK undergraduate means tested scholarships

Applications for our means-tested undergraduate scholarships for UK students are 
now open. Students who have applied for an undergraduate degree starting in 
September 2024 and have a household income of less than £42,875 a year are eligible 
to apply.

The deadline for these scholarships is midday on Wednesday 31 May 2024. Find out 
more about the eligibility criteria and how to apply.

https://my.newzapp.co.uk/t/click/1671528815/126986471/17419721
https://my.newzapp.co.uk/t/click/1671528815/126986471/17419721


Scholarships from Crowd Scholar

Crowd Scholar have over £40,000 in university 
scholarships available for students eligible for free 

school meals. You can learn more about our 
scholarships on our website. Year 13 students and those 

on a gap year are eligible to apply.

Applications for 2024 are by midnight on May 31.

https://www.crowdscholar.co.uk/


UCAS extra
Extra is another chance for you to gain a place at university or college, between 28 February and 4 July 2024. If you 
used all five of your choices on your original application and you’re not holding an offer, you’ll be able to add another 
choice using Extra.

Who can use Extra?

If you included five choices on your application, have received decisions from all five, and weren’t accepted, or if you 
declined the offers you received, you will be able to use Extra. If you use Extra to add another choice you cannot 
reverse this to go back to your original five choices.

If you did not use all your choices in your initial application, you don't need to use Extra, you can just sign in to your 
application and add another choice, as long as it’s before 30 June, and you’ve not accepted or declined any offers.

If you don’t hold any offers after 5 July, you will be able to add an additional choice using Clearing.

Find out more here

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/clearing-and-results-day/what-clearing
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/extra-choices


STEP EXAMS

The June 2024 key dates for STEP Mathematics are as follows:

• 1 March 2024 – STEP registration opens. Centres can register candidates from this date with the 
exams officer C203 to register

• 20 April 2024 – Last date to request modified question papers

• 4 May 2024 – STEP registration closes – Late entries will not be accepted

• 4 May 2024 – Last date to request access arrangements

• 5 June 2024 – STEP paper 2 test date

• 24 June 2024 – STEP paper 3 test date

• 15 August 2024 – STEP test results released

• 21 August 2024 – Last date for results enquiries

Information for students is now available on the OCR website.

There will be a charge for this exam – details to follow

https://customersupportteam.cmail20.com/t/y-l-xghjlk-dhuthliuil-r/


Scholarship for women in STEM

We're thrilled to announce the Amazon Future Engineer bursary for young 
women in STEM is now open! 

Each scholarship is worth up to £20,000 across 4 years of study to cover 
expenses related to attending university, including tuition fees, 
accommodation, and living costs.

Apply by May 07 2024! (Don't forget to read the full eligibility criteria)

Apply here

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00182yqGKXZz8OmRHtlkdvbBoczKQS-JhU8H-3QD0rPlSw86InTEn51brIebpiBO_GN6vsXRR6pho28tvy-tBFKw_E5hiILWavpdElbg1Xhcll8QGDhrRU2sRMiOh71KlQjR3WI7hVwqIQAhce0ZENYeZnKGBtpfVUVMNQO3Qzx2OMihC536T1096LD_fT71_ZHznCofBYwWFNWX075UVaH_Il6UwJjx7EFHosncKcSjlzuxAV788zs2-Z-BfqBKnkIJ2cQUCDR4WC3E91Ub3tKtsl9f6Rz9irBBg08QNTRfea39-KbOOjm5g==&c=o_cU6nPZ-uME6k9rMiB1XeF28_D5V2rIbm9-TPi9pBzK0qWlL7JcOA==&ch=9zrtZlyFDzY3fajEVINmz6DXrIT8fG3gRJqIY2Bu4nnoiXoaM35eCg==
https://raeng.org.uk/amazon-future-engineer-bursaries?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email%20&utm_campaign=bursary&utm_term=thescholarshiphub


Student loans and Shari'ah law

Student loans and Shari’ah law
We now have updated guidance on our web page with the latest information for 
Muslim students who may be affected by the current non shari'ah compliant loan 
system as well as resources for students who cannot secure loans for non-religious 
reasons.

For students impacted by this or who have raised this issue, please direct them to 
our web pages where they can also book an appointment with our Muslim 
Chaplain, Ameena Blake, to discuss this in confidence. Teacher and advisor 
enquiries can be directed to Access Officer Seetal Jutla 
at s.jutla@sheffield.ac.uk.

https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Ffunding%2Fnot-taking-out-student-loan/1/0102018b8f0dd8b8-a0309461-73c6-4785-a40e-cdf7d0dd74d1-000000/qnOM2MEYiFSZ6wVE2zJzqWKbSHDO6CYPxqYhGDlNaDU=325
mailto:s.jutla@sheffield.ac.uk


Super –Curricular opportunities



The Science Challenge

For secondary school students in Years 10-13 

The Science Challenge is back for another year of giving young scientists the opportunity to show off their science communication skills.

What is the Science Challenge?

The Science Challenge is the Imperial Royal College of Science Union’s annual science communication competition. It gives young scientists the opportunity to 

develop the skills to talk about science in a way that is engaging and fun to people who don’t necessarily have a science background.

The competition involves producing a short piece of science communication, in either written or video format in answer toone of five questions set by the guest 

judges.

Key information

•The competition is now open for entries and will close at 5pm on Friday 26 April 2024.

•This is an individual competition so team entries we will not be accepted this year.

•Entries are short pieces of science communication, written entries: 1000 words, video entries: maximum 3 minutes 30 seconds.

Why should your students enter?

•It is an opportunity for students to engage with science beyond the traditional syllabus and is an opportunity for teachers to enrich their taught curriculum.

•Students will have the chance to develop the skills to communicate science in concise, engaging, fun, and creative ways; a crucial skill for all careers in STEM.

•Students will be challenged to think about science in a wider context, to see where the topics taught at school fit in the bigger picture.

•Students will learn the importance of science communication, how misguided communication impacts the public perception of science, and how they can communicate 

effectively.

Non-cash prizes this year include a tour of the House of Lords, publication of the winning written work and many other exciting prizes.

https://u2301933.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.sUmiUoLO3fPtdp2AVueZMWd4LpU4-2FtXWO0smxKx7Q0A6pXpMWAWVOSNjVNj6xc3l6o3C50OFsf-2F4fLJy6pZ2lxWpIx7Bh0T3W1ABt9u3HwM0ShEEmscjPu9UMhfSBK46jo6F_1qiCy0LTZXt3YkCbwKrMPxkCyo79vrRDqR9TWVBrSMw3GUE4Xoy5wA8LwR4eMq4-2BMOgSC2hDcjlNwZVNdMWJwDQuTLjz17k-2BaCkBW5no3b-2B40WhuZvEGP1B1h-2BS0cnKZjHTJSF6KDx2iW0fJM7Qw3JU7CgcMB0V2nYlzbRhGZ8rcBpLnFV34DDMS1b0KewaHKBSwEiEyyOOc3Ah2gH2DbeNJfJCyOLaHVy5KOGpBzW8fHsgdoFaVyTP-2BsYoY9fCha0q8H8AsGlIfukNDfeQl-2B7LCQ7UK-2FLAB4qaW1CWNARTqz22bHGO3YGGGprt37KtAHo2wDNLx-2Fd2pEca3zrI1ob82jLlekQQCFCzdUsVZqk0-3D
https://u2301933.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.sUmiUoLO3fPtdp2AVueZMWd4LpU4-2FtXWO0smxKx7Q0A6pXpMWAWVOSNjVNj6xc3l6o3C50OFsf-2F4fLJy6pZ2lxWpIx7Bh0T3W1ABt9u3HwPbBC1vOQLiq5FYEtSgYy6oX4cObS1LHViZtVqpfS5WCw-3D-3DKmJ-_1qiCy0LTZXt3YkCbwKrMPxkCyo79vrRDqR9TWVBrSMw3GUE4Xoy5wA8LwR4eMq4-2BMOgSC2hDcjlNwZVNdMWJwDQuTLjz17k-2BaCkBW5no3b-2B40WhuZvEGP1B1h-2BS0cnKZjHTJSF6KDx2iW0fJM7Qw3JU7CgcMB0V2nYlzbRhGZ8rcBpLnFV34DDMS1b0KewaH0q1KKvsI2o8EcfiAcRlXnt6QIMi3jPSaKe9PqisqFtBC51siFgp6Gb3KHyEogterOnaEJ514ZhlOhEC-2FjIuDhPRRqMbv1jX256-2B5exLIjDTAGJFsxhGT0wKCpXWf41tMINqeBV7-2BDaD6vJTEPXp2WyDpMZtYUzrGY31l5dENQXY-3D
https://u2301933.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.sUmiUoLO3fPtdp2AVueZMWd4LpU4-2FtXWO0smxKx7Q0A6pXpMWAWVOSNjVNj6xc3l6o3C50OFsf-2F4fLJy6pZ2lxWpIx7Bh0T3W1ABt9u3HwPbBC1vOQLiq5FYEtSgYy6oX4cObS1LHViZtVqpfS5WCw-3D-3DKmJ-_1qiCy0LTZXt3YkCbwKrMPxkCyo79vrRDqR9TWVBrSMw3GUE4Xoy5wA8LwR4eMq4-2BMOgSC2hDcjlNwZVNdMWJwDQuTLjz17k-2BaCkBW5no3b-2B40WhuZvEGP1B1h-2BS0cnKZjHTJSF6KDx2iW0fJM7Qw3JU7CgcMB0V2nYlzbRhGZ8rcBpLnFV34DDMS1b0KewaH0q1KKvsI2o8EcfiAcRlXnt6QIMi3jPSaKe9PqisqFtBC51siFgp6Gb3KHyEogterOnaEJ514ZhlOhEC-2FjIuDhPRRqMbv1jX256-2B5exLIjDTAGJFsxhGT0wKCpXWf41tMINqeBV7-2BDaD6vJTEPXp2WyDpMZtYUzrGY31l5dENQXY-3D


AnthropOlympics! Join our Social Anthropology Competition  - University of Manchester

The School of Social Sciences at The University of Manchester is excited to announce that we are holding a Social Anthropology competition for year 12 and year 13 
who are from widening participation backgrounds.

Each student will receive:
Access to the introduction lecture by Dr Katherine Smith.
Access to online resources which will help participants get an in-depth knowledge of the Social Anthropology and will provide helpful advice on how to create the 
project.
Certificate of participation in the competition.

Prizes:

1.  First place prize – Brand New Mac Book.
2.  Second place prize - The University of Manchester Merchandise.

Brief

Anthropology is a scholarly discipline that studies human beings in all their diversity, and the ways in which they relate with the world around them. This includes the 
ways in which humans interact and relate with other humans, with objects and materials, spaces, animals, ideas, and other social forms such as religions, politics, 
globalisation, economic processes, social and cultural transformations and much more. Anthropologists are interested in the meaning-making that happens in and 
through those relations between humans and the worlds around them. We can call this meaning-making ‘culture’.

Why is understanding culture important? It is not just important. It is vital. It is vital because the ways in which human beings make meaning (culture) around the 
world takes many diverse forms. Understanding these diverse forms allows us to think outside of the box and ask new kinds of questions about persistent social 
inequalities, and address inequalities and power struggles in socially responsible and culturally informed ways for people around the world.

Making or Inspiring Change

What is a persistent social issue you are concerned about? How do you think it should be addressed by decision makers, such as the city council, or the central 
government? What outcome do you want to see? How do you think your outcome should be realised? Who will benefit? Who won’t?

You can write an essay, make a podcast, write a newspaper article, or get more innovative and create something entirely new with your hands! For example, the 
famous artist Grayson Perry created a series of vases that included commentary on Brexit and the referendum vote in Britain 
(see: https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-grayson-perrys-brexit-vases-acquired-victoria-albert-museum). Whatever you make, argue your case using real-
world examples!

The process:

1.  Register your interest by 30th April 2024. Each student should register here to receive the resources and further information on the project.
2.  Submission of project – deadline 1st June 2024. Submissions will be reviewed by Dr Katherine Smith and Social Anthropology Student Ambassadors.
3.  Winners announced on 1st August 2024 and prizes sent out. For further information or if you have any questions, please contact Hannah Murphy 
at Hannah.murphy-2@manchester.ac.uk

https://emarketing.manchester.ac.uk/uomstudentslivelz/lz.aspx?p1=MvJDUyNDk4MTRTNTY0MzoxMURFQkU0MkI1REFBOTk0MzI5OTYxRUJCMDcwNDA5Mg%3d%3d-&CC=&w=86411
https://emarketing.manchester.ac.uk/uomstudentslivelz/lz.aspx?p1=MvJDUyNDk4MTRTNTY0MzoxMURFQkU0MkI1REFBOTk0MzI5OTYxRUJCMDcwNDA5Mg%3d%3d-&CC=&w=86412
https://emarketing.manchester.ac.uk/uomstudentslivelz/lz.aspx?p1=MvJDUyNDk4MTRTNTY0MzoxMURFQkU0MkI1REFBOTk0MzI5OTYxRUJCMDcwNDA5Mg%3d%3d-&CC=&w=86413
mailto:Hannah.murphy-2@manchester.ac.uk?subject=


Economics update

Develop your economics knowledge 
here
Issue 5 includes:

• Big ideas in economics – Equilibrium

• Exam technique – addressing the subtleties of questions

• Focus on - Quantitative Skills

• Effective revision in Economics

• Are you considering an apprenticeship?

• GDP - a brief history

• Global economy - remittances and financing development

• Taylor Swift - The business behind the music

• UK economy update for 2024 exams

https://heckgrammarcouk-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/mjervis_heckgrammar_co_uk/Ecz-GtfeFR5Pk5A43NmXf5EBzO2p9XqcO8AfYLixtEnFqA?e=TNd1Fz


Online Subject Tasters with The University of 
Sheffield
Arts and Humanities Subject Title Date Time Location

Law The art of negotiation Monday 29 April 3.45pm-5.15pm Online

East Asian Studies Visual Aesthetics in East Asia: The Rise of Cuteness Tuesday 7 May 3.50pm - 5.15pm Online

Spanish and Latin American Studies How did we get to understand Brazil as the land of carnival? Thursday 9 May 3.50pm - 5.15pm Online

Russian On the historical (dis)unity of the Russian and Ukrainian peoples Tuesday 21 May 3.50pm - 5.15pm Online

Social Sciences Subject Title Date Time Location

Geography Electoral Geographies and Digital Technologies Wednesday 17 April 4pm - 5.15pm Online

Geography Applying what we learn from Geography in dealing with natural disasters: Lessons learned from landslides in Nepal Thursday 18 April 4pm - 5.15pm Online

Politics, Philosophy and Economics Misinformation, trust and online media - is online conspiracism damaging our politics? Tuesday 23 April 4.30pm-5.50pm Online

Economics Environmental Economics: What is the right amount of pollution? Wednesday 24 April 3.45pm - 5pm Online

Journalism Press conference and newswriting workshop Thursday 25 April 4.30pm - 6pm Online

Landscape How to analyse and draw a landscape Wednesday 1 May 4pm - 5.15pm Online

Applied Social Sciences Looking at Reality TV through a social science lens. Why does it matter and what should change? Thursday 2 May 4.30pm - 5.50pm Online

Politics and International Relations The new ‘crisis of masculinity’ and the future of gender politics in Britain Wednesday 8 May 4pm - 5.30pm Onlin

https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Flaw-taster-day/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/QYmjUBGJXZ2fXKE1nCPlYIsggAHv5UKf1-lgiopb798=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Feast-asian-studies/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/NA8gOO2phVSQOYiJS-5vQg8GKx3vbez_pWAI-UhDpPA=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fslc-spanish/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/NzQvbLfhkcEBDKpWnXVNp67vcS2R6BDybUPAc7s2w3M=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fslc-russian/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/ipgLnHUNEagM4Fq-sXJzu3HIJmjguj5eNzkFIiRbXro=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fgeography/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/yyW1KJ6LqaQlU4YJyiNHJWQar-V3DT2BIvBMS0rVrpk=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fhumangeog/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/4HR7TNYKLYYmmN_UoLKVk4v47e7nBQrzy8ayaw4UJa0=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fpolitics-philosophy-and-economics/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/01rjbbqkjEW5X_7vrSkRv8GRRGHqB0fIsaWKff-uAj0=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Feconomics/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/8WfrYiXQb05K7LW-nNCzxI2a4UuCki-3DOmDIuA0rEQ=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fjournalism/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/o_DDAHr5xK_wL5tjBTgA6lSGrRpGjwlBwkRl9VSpBoo=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Flandscape-architecture/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/Pb2hbHX8p68nW3kF4dM6h0wITCm6bgVp5kG6EPK3_74=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fapplied-social-science-taster/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/ns1KEqhd3ov1NrhWnV_cNrKIZlL7W5StYYz28i7kHqk=343
https://click.geckoengage.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sheffield.ac.uk%2Fundergraduate%2Fvisit%2Fsubject-tasters%2Fpolitics-international-relations-taster-session/1/0102018e14129caf-5bfb2f32-15ff-495b-915d-c1fbeea88cec-000000/WoPMWD1xVV5-uO6qAbtlTu_zH_gSB2VWCxS3zmJL_f0=343


Unsung Heroes of Science Video Competition -
Oxford University
Entries for the 2024 edition of the Unsung Heroes of Science video 
competition for 16–18-year-olds is now open. Entrants (as individuals or 
groups of up to 3) are invited to produce and submit a two-minute video on 
a scientific figure who they feel has been maligned or overlooked in history. 
Professional quality video editing isn’t necessary – engaging content and 
ideas are the main criteria! Back to Contents 5 The shortlisted videos will be 
promoted by Hertford College and their creators will be invited to a summer 
prizegiving event at the college. The deadline for submissions is Tuesday 
16th April. You can find more information on the competition here, as well 
as past winning videos

https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/unsungscience
https://www.hertford.ox.ac.uk/unsungscience/videos


St Edmund Hall Big Think Competition – 
Oxford University

Entries for St Edmund Hall’s annual Big Think Competition are now open for 
UK state school students in Years 11-13. This competition invites entrants to 
consider ‘big’ questions from their respective subjects and requires entrants 
to produce a five-minute video presenting their arguments, research, 
evidence and opinions on the question. Ideas are more important than 
professional editing skills, so entrants can film on their phone if they would 
like. Entries also do not need to include their face in the video. This year’s 
Chemistry question is: Last year’s Nobel Prize in Chemistry was awarded for 
the discovery and synthesis of quantum dots. Why? The 1st prize is £100 with 
winners also being invited to Oxford for the day for a college tour, lunch and 
to discuss their video with subject tutors. The deadline for entries is 
Wednesday 1st May. Further information and details on how to submit can 
be found here.

https://www.seh.ox.ac.uk/study/outreach/events-and-competitions/big-think-competition


The National Trust has just launched 
the Time + Space Award, offering 16 - 25 year 
olds the chance of time, space, support and 
inspiration to unlock their ideas at Sir Isaac 
Newton’s home in Lincolnshire, where he 
discovered gravity and the famous apple tree 
still stands in the garden.

Each award will be up to the equivalent value 
of £5000, which will be a bespoke package of 
mentoring, time with experts and extra 
support and expenses to help winners realise 
their big idea. These experts include 
Professor David Olusoga, British space 
scientist Dame Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, 
zoologist, wildlife TV presenter and science 
communicator Megan McCubbin and TV 
presenter, social & environmental activist 
Tayshan Hayden-Smith.

Closing date for applications is 30th April 
2024.

Find out more here

https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=552dc21226&e=dc26dc9291
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/who-we-are/news/time-and-space-newton-competition


Open University free courses

Find out more here

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses/full-catalogue


University of Nottingham

David Garlick Prize
It’s competition time! The Department of Theology and Religious Studies welcomes students enrolled on GCSE and 

A-level courses in the 2023 to 2024 academic year to enter.

This year’s theme is “Our Changing World: Census 2021 and Religion” and a £100 prize will be awarded to the 

winning GCSE and A-Level student or group entry. If a group submission wins then the prize will be divided 

equally among the group members. Find out more.

Submission deadline
• Monday 1 July 2024

https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/humanities/departments/theology-and-religious-studies/schools-and-community/schools-and-community.aspx
https://www.nottingham.ac.uk/humanities/departments/theology-and-religious-studies/schools-and-community/david-garlick-prize-competition-2024.aspx


University of Sheffield subject tasters

Find out more here

https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/undergraduate/visit/subject-tasters


Gresham College lecture videos

Gresham College has over 2000 lecture videos for you to discover here

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/


Cambridge university supracurricular 
opportunities

Find out 
more 
here

https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/supracurricular-exploration
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/supracurricular-exploration
https://www.lucy.cam.ac.uk/supracurricular-exploration


Oxford super-curricular Opportunities

Develop your 
knowledge from 
Corpus Christi 
College, Oxford 
here

https://www.ccc.ox.ac.uk/schools-and-outreach/resources-students-teachers-and-parents


Medical Extracurricular Opportunities

Make yourself stand out 
from the crowd by 
participating in these 
medical opportunities. Click 
here for more information

https://medicmentor.org/medical-extracurricular-activities/
https://medicmentor.org/medical-extracurricular-activities/


Super-Curricular resources from Oxford
Our Springboard videos are designed to introduce students to a range of topics 
related to A Level and Degree Level study. Each has been designed and produce by 
our graduate students and each contain activities and suggestions about further 
resources to explore the subject. Please note we will be adding more videos on a 
rolling basis. Students need to answer a few short questions to access each video.

These subject specific super-curricular guides  which are available for most A Level and 
GCSE subjects, contain suggestions for exploring subjects further by watching, 
reading, listening and doing.

Oxford University Digital Resource Hub – here you can find the best of our digital 
resources to support learning and exploration.

Our Insight recordings are now available online. This series of talks is aimed at 
post 16 students with an interest in science. Each talk was given by an Oxford 
University post-graduate student, giving the audience an insight into their research 
specialism. Passionate, motivated KS4 pupils looking to challenge themselves 
academically may also find these talks interesting.

https://www.ox.ac.uk/oxfordforEE/springboard
https://www.balliol.ox.ac.uk/admissions/schools-and-outreach/resources-for-schools-and-prospective-applicants
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/increasing-access/ug-digital-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1MvRAaUmtk&list=PLubPIZpSIG78cBcUKllVtx_XqxKxTwi-Z&pp=gAQBiAQB


Oxford Online Maths Club

Watch 
previous 
episodes 
here

https://www.maths.ox.ac.uk/outreach/oxford-online-maths-club


STEM and Medicine recommended reading

Lots of good book 
suggestions here from 
Imperial College

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/be-inspired/schools-outreach/secondary-schools/post-16-resources-and-events/stem-book-list/


Medicinal Sciences Pathway
Please check the pathway programme team for more 
notices!



NHS Work experience programme
We are pleased to offer a variety of medical specialties, with a focus this month on palliative care. This enables your students to 
gain a well-rounded perspective of working within the NHS. I encourage any students who are interested in medicine to 
participate in our National NHS Work Experience programmes.

https://medicmentor.org/university-hospitals-birmingham-trust-virtual-work-experience/

Our virtual work experiences provide your students with valuable insights and opportunities that may be otherwise difficult to 
access. Developed in collaboration with Birmingham Universities Hospitals Trust, this Virtual Work Experience has proven to be 
transformative for thousands of secondary school students over the past year. It goes beyond being just an alternative to in-
person shadowing; it is a vital step in preparing students for their upcoming physical placements.

We've designed a 6-month medical e-learning work experience programme, focusing on one specialty each month, allowing 
students to set their own pace of learning. From structured teaching to direct interaction with doctors and healthcare 
professionals, our programme ensures students not only observe procedures but also gain a broader understanding of roles 
within the medical field.

Covering everything from ethics to procedures and broader team roles, our virtual work experience provides a crucial overview 
of their desired career paths and the skills that medical professionals are looking for, thereby enhancing their UCAS 
applications.

Signing up is easy – students simply need to fill out the free online application form:
https://airtable.com/appuQX2ouadvjQUSU/shrroljLczgdg9uLw

https://medicmentor.org/university-hospitals-birmingham-trust-virtual-work-experience/
https://airtable.com/appuQX2ouadvjQUSU/shrroljLczgdg9uLw


Applications for the free National NHS Virtual Work experience programme have now reopened for spring!

This programme is brought to you by Birmingham Universities Hospitals Trust in collaboration with Medic Mentor, and it is completely free. Not only is this a reliable alternative 

to in-person shadowing, but it also plays a significant role in preparing students for their in-person work placements with structured teaching and opportunities to speak 

directly with healthcare professionals. The opportunity is open to any student across the UK from 14 years old and above.

Students can apply for a placement, for free at this link: https://medicmentor.org/university-hospitals-birmingham-trust-virtual-work-experience/

Taking part in the Virtual Work Experience will provide:

Comprehensive Insights: The programme covers a range of specialities, providing a holistic understanding of medical and dental practices. Each month, a new focus area is 

introduced, allowing participants to delve into different aspects of the field.

Flexible Participation:Tailored for students from years 10-13/S3-S6/NI10-14, the programme accommodates various schedules by being virtual. Participants have one month to 

complete each specialty, ensuring flexibility and ease of participation.

Recognised Certification: Upon successful completion of all specialities, students will receive a certificate from Medic Mentor and UHB, validating their active participation to 

include in their UCAS and apprenticeships applications.

This month's spotlight is on Obs & Gynaecology or Paediatric & Dental Surgery. It's a chance to get a firsthand look into the inner workings of the medical and dental fields, 

helping your students shape their career aspirations in their chosen path.

Registering for these programmes is simple—students just need to complete the free online application form:

https://airtable.com/appuQX2ouadvjQUSU/shrroljLczgdg9uLw   

https://medicmentor.org/university-hospitals-birmingham-trust-virtual-work-experience/


NHS Work experience – medical and dental students

This month, we're diving into the fascinating world of Surgery, providing your students with the opportunity to witness key-hole 

surgery, oral surgery, and the unique privilege of shadowing Mr. Challocome, a urology surgeon at Guy's and Thomas' NHS Trust.

This virtual experience opens doors for your students to gain valuable insights and opportunities that may be otherwise difficult to 

access. Working hand in hand with Birmingham Universities Hospitals Trust, our Virtual Work Experience has been a game-changer for 

thousands of secondary school students in the past year. It's not just an alternative to in-person shadowing; it's a crucial step in 

preparing students for their upcoming physical placements.

We've crafted a 6-month medical and 4-month dental e-learning work experience programme that lets students set their own pace. 

From structured teaching to direct interaction with healthcare professionals, our programme ensures students don't just watch 
procedures but also understand the broader roles in the medical and dental fields.

What makes our programme unique is the chance for students to schedule 15-minute one-on-one appointments with a doctor or 

medical student at no extra cost. This personal touch lets them dive deeper into their virtual experiences, ask questions, and really 
enhance their understanding.

Covering everything from ethics to procedures and broader team roles, our virtual work experience gives a crucial overview of their 
desired career paths and the skills that medical and dental schools are looking for, enhancing their UCAS applications.

Signing up is easy – students just need to fill out the free online application form

https://airtable.com/appuQX2ouadvjQUSU/shrroljLczgdg9uLw  



Live Virtual NHS Healthcare 
Careers Work 
Experience Programme

Take your first steps towards a healthcare career with the 
UK’s only LIVE Virtual Work Experience Programme created 
and delivered by healthcare professionals. You can select 
from one day or a full 6 month work experience programme 
where you will follow patients from admission to discharge 
in the high fidelity simulation suite, designed to provide you 
with an immersive experience from the comfort and safety 
of home. Simply select the dates below and save £10 if you 
opt for the full 6 month work experience 
programme. Students will be awarded certificates for 
attending each day. No work experience day is the same (as 
in real life), but students will gain insight into a variety of 
healthcare settings.

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-
healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/

https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/
https://alliedhealthmentor.org/nhs-healthcare-careers-virtual-work-experience/


Medi-Skills

• Medi-skills society is on a Wednesday lunch 
c104 12.20pm

• Feel free to bring lunch with you or early 
lunch passes are available at break from the 
chemistry office.

• Medi-skills is a student led society whereby 
talks are given by students/outside speakers 
regarding applying for medicine, different 
areas of medicine, ethics, 4 pillars of 
medicine etc



Apprenticeship 
opportunities



Design Engineer Apprenticeship

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1639187/level-6-building-services-design-engineer-apprenticeship/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2966&cmpid=JBE_TL_20240312_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20240312_applynow_job1


Geotechnical engineer apprenticeship

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1640414/level-7-geotechnical-engineer-intergrated-apprenticeship/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2974&cmpid=JBE_TL_20240320_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20240320_applynow_job1




Project Manager Degree Level Apprenticeship

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1638466/project-manager-degree-level-apprenticeship/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2962&cmpid=JBE_TL_20240308_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20240308_applynow_job1


Degree Apprentice Quantity Surveyor

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1638250/degree-apprentice-quantity-surveyor/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2961&cmpid=JBE_TL_20240307_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20240307_applynow_job1


Civil Engineer Degree Apprenticeship

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1636606/civil-engineering-degree-level-apprenticeship/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2954&cmpid=JBE_TL_20240229_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20240229_applynow_job1


Design Engineer Apprenticeship

Apply here

https://careerfinder.ucas.com/job/1628894/level-6-building-services-design-engineer-apprenticeship/?TrackID=38447&BatchID=2928&cmpid=JBE_TL_20240203_jobtitle&utm_source=jbe&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=JBE_TL_20240203_applynow_job1


Set up alerts for apprenticeships on UCAS



Degree Apprenticeships

• You apply direct to the employer not through UCAS
• You will have to write a personal statement (like the UCAS one)
• Each company has their own criteria and ways to apply
• Do your research about the business and the role (to talk about this 

in the interview)
• Most students do a UCAS application AND apply for degree 

apprenticeships to keep their options open



Degree apprenticeships 

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/what-you-need-know-about-
apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships-0  - What you need to know

https://www.ucas.com/explore/industry-guides/accounting-and-
finance - Accounting and finance

https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/what-you-need-know-about-apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships-0
https://www.ucas.com/apprenticeships/what-you-need-know-about-apprenticeships/degree-apprenticeships-0
https://www.ucas.com/explore/industry-guides/accounting-and-finance
https://www.ucas.com/explore/industry-guides/accounting-and-finance


Live apprenticeship opportunities

Check out ASK’s new padlet to find EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES in 
apprenticeships.

https://padlet.com/askresources21/bw9tqgz6y2vjas6t


Volunteering and work 
experience



Work experience

Speakers for Schools offer work experience programmes with industry 
leading employers through insight days and 3-5 day virtual work 
placements.

Visit https://www.speakersforschools.org/ to view the full range of 
opportunities, register and apply.

https://www.speakersforschools.org/
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