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Bridging Unit 

 

 

Welcome to English Language A level! 

There are three tasks in this booklet based on what you will begin to learn in Term 1 of 
your study of English Language A level.  

Bridging Work Part 1 – Paper 1 
 

A significant focus in English Language is on analysing a broad range of different texts. 
A text analysis is your interpretation of its meaning. The language features in the text 
act as a form of evidence for your reading, so the more examples you can give, the 
better. 

One aspect of text analysis is representation – how something appears to be rather 
than how it really is. 

Language Levels 

The Language Levels underpin all the work we do in the A level. 

In order to study language we need to separate it into different parts. Together, they 
can be used to look at a text at a holistic level, as well as being able to zoom in on 
specific aspects of language and explore the meanings and representations it offers. 

  



 

Language Level  

Phonetics, phonology 
and prosodics 

How speech sounds and effects are articulated and 
analysed. 

Lexis and semantics The vocabulary of English, including social and historical 
variation. 

Grammar The structural patterns and shapes of English at 
sentence, clause, phrase, and word level. 

Pragmatics The contextual aspects of language use. 

Discourse Extended stretches of communication occurring 
indifferent genres, modes and contexts. 

Graphology The visual aspects of textual design and appearance. 

 

We need to use a much more specific and technical academic approach to texts.  At 
GCSE, you may have become familiar with some terminology such as noun, verb, 
adjective and so on. At A level, you will learn terminology in much the same way, but in 
depth and with more precision and complexity.  

In order to learn terminology, we will take a range of approaches in class and for 
homework: 

• Learn through practice in class 
• Revise by making revision materials 
• Quiz in class 
• Apply to texts in class and at home.  

TASK 1: 

In order to have a flying start to your A level study, we would like you to learn the 
following more technical terminology. You will be tested on this terminology in a 
Baseline quiz early in the term.  

1. Find definitions and examples for each of the terms 
2. Make flashcards for each term, with examples on the back and a definition 

 

  



Term Definition Example 
Tense 
 

  

Noun 
 

  

Proper noun 
 

  

Abstract noun 
 

  

Common noun 
 

  

Concrete noun 
 

  

Collective noun 
 

  

Verb 
 

  

Adverb 
 

  

An adverb of manner 
 

  

An adverb of time 
 

  

An adverb of frequency 
 

  

Adjective 
 

  

Preposition 
 

  

Connective 
 

  

Determiner 
 

  

Interjection 
 

  

Passive voice 
 

  

Active voice 
 

  

1st person 
 

  

3rd person 
 

  

4 categories of grammatical construction 
Simple 
 

  



Compound 
 

  

Complex 
 

  

Minor 
 

  

4 categories of purpose 
Exclamative 
 

  

Interrogative 
 

  

Imperative 
 
 

  

declarative   
 

  



Bridging Work Part 2 – Paper 2 
 

Another part of your A level course will be to study theory and concepts related to 
language varieties in the world around you. 

You will study, over the two years: 

• Language and social groups (sociolect) 
• Language and gender 
• Language and dialects 
• Language and ethnolects 
• Language and occupation 
• World Englishes 
• Language Change 
• Child Language Development (Paper 1) 

This will be assessed on Paper 2 with a range of types of questions: 

• A discursive, evaluative essay 
• A comparison of two articles about one of the issues 
• An opinion article from a newspaper about one of the language issues 

TASK 2 

Read and annotate the article from The Guardian, which is about how individuals 
use language, thinking about what the article says about  

• how language is used by individuals  
• the impact language has on individuals 

TASK 3 

On the second copy of the article, highlight or annotate as many of the linguistic 
terms that you learnt in task 1 as you can. Can you comment on how these features 
create the meanings you found in Task 2? Can you spot any other devices/features 
use in this article and annotate them? 

TASK 4 

Make a list of any ‘familect’ words and phrases in your family. 

https://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language/2013/jul/19/mind-your-
language-family-slang 

  

https://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language/2013/jul/19/mind-your-language-family-slang
https://www.theguardian.com/media/mind-your-language/2013/jul/19/mind-your-language-family-slang
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